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During this time of year, many of us ponder what our New Year’s
Resolutions might be. As resolutions can require real changes that
need to occur in order to achieve our goals. But, change, even
when it’s necessary, has challenges.
In an article of the Smithsonian magazine, there is an amazing
story about the challenges of a ‘new resolution’ of sorts for
archeologists to find Jesus in relation to the world He physically
lived in. As it explains in detail the wealth of artifacts that
contribute to our understanding of the politics and religious
turmoil, as well as the everyday life, in the corner of the world
where the New Testament says Jesus lived and preached. It is simply fascinating!
While our New Year’s Resolution may not be like the archeologists who are uncovering the life of the
historical Jesus, we can still seek to get to know Him better in other ways. We can continue being faithful
members to the church in our worshipping together, in our studying God’s Holy Word together, in our
fellowship together, through our service in mission and ministry, and by our collective prayers. As one of our
New Year’s Resolutions can be to open our hearts to what God is going to do in our lives, to be the church of
Jesus Christ! And by doing so, let us pray about the ways to live out a 2020 Vision of ‘Being Fit to Serve’… by
our recommitting to serving God, with our mind, body and soul.
Yes, our life’s journey is unpredictable and not always under our control, but if we go into the New Year
expecting that God is going to do a new thing among us, and if we are open to what God calls us to do and
be, it promises be an exciting year!
As we read in our Bible lessons, during this time of year, about those who were guided by the Christ-Child’s
light into the wonders of His love; may it also be so for each of us. For it is written in Isaiah, ‘I am about to
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?’ Isaiah 43:18 (NRSV)
How might Christ’s light lead us this year? What new things might God do among us? Let’s get really
excited thinking about it! As a faithful life, led by the Spirit of God, is unpredictable, exciting, and life-giving;
and yet, it guides us into new possibilities.
As these new possibilities can continue building upon the many wonderful stories shared in the vast history
of Union, which is a great example of God’s faithfulness to this church, its members, and the evolution of
new blessings that have been experienced through this community of faith.
So, let us continue on our journey together in this New Year, following the light of Jesus Christ, by living out
daily acts of faith that will continuously help to illumine our path.
With Christ’s Love,
Pastor Sheila

Kay Koch; Marjorie Hanson; Fran Whitney;
Puerto Rico earthquakes; George Gerson's
brother, Jerome; Melanie's friend, Grace; Beth
White's friend, Carolyn Welch; Debbie Bott's
friend, Barbara. Sis Murphy; Pastor Sheila's
friend, Rashell Rogers' family & friends; Evelyn
Chouris' nephews' family, Schall Family &
Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's
family & Friends; Rosemarie Lightfoot,
Christopher Grant, family & friends; Evelyn
Chouris' grandson, Christian; Rev. Misti
Johnson Arce; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph
Peter Chea; Pastor Sheila's friend, Franchon;
Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura;
Bob Modini's son, David; Linda's sister, Yvette,
and friend Deborah; Franz Henry; Cleo's
friends: Valentina & Angel Guerra; Billie Wilson
and daughter Tonja; Barbara Bullock, Charlie
Rodriguez, family & friends; Lillyana's mother;
Joe & Estelle Fanucci; Fercella Panier's father;
George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth
Dietel, Stacea Bowen, family & friends; John
Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis'
friend, Drew; Ariel Hines, Carolyn & Kent
McElroy, Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit;
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan
DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman,
Jeff Felton Jr.; Charlotte Snowden's son-in-law,
Randy; Holly Dozier, Carol Whitlock,
Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts
everywhere
THANK YOU TO OUR HEAVENLY HELPERS
Bob Smith continues to help in grounds keeping; Debbie Chea also has been
helping with grounds keeping; Robert Herold for fixing our front doors; Ada
Harvey for helping in the office; Jane Louise Smith for working on the floors
and cleaning furniture; Niki & Steve for making 125th Anniversary Video.

On November 1st and 2nd Union hosted the Highwaymen Art Exhibition.

Happy New Year, wishing that 2020 be a
year filled with Peace, Joy and Love. With the
new year many people start out with resolutions.
We have good intentions to improve our health or
our lifestyle and as life happens, we give up or
convince ourselves that it is not important, or we
don’t have time.
Something that I believe is very important at the
beginning of the new year and all through the year
is to have a plan to draw nearer to God. How do
we do that? Glad you asked. We draw nearer by
being intentional about the way we speak, our
actions, and our attitudes. We develop habits that
encourage us and teach about who God is and
what His plan is for our lives. We attend bible
study, read the bible daily and pray continuously.
Listening to Christian music is another way to
draw closer to God.
When we are being all that we were meant to be,
we are naturally good stewards of our God-given
gifts. When we share our gifts, whatever they
may be, time, talent and tithe, we live a happier
life. When we serve God by serving others, our
spirits are refreshed.
I invite you to join a ministry team and experience
closer friendships, within your church family. Not
sure how to get started, talk to any leader or our
pastor for information about serving opportunities.
Debbie Chea, Stewardship Chair
PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to all who have
submitted their for your
pledges for 2020. If you haven't submitted yours,
you can fill one out and place them in the offering
plate. There are some extra cards on the
soundboard. STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

BIBLE STUDY
We will resume bible study on January
15th. 6:45 PM Potluck Dinner, 7:15
PM Bible Study.
ALL ARE WELCOME.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
The 2020 offering envelopes are
available in the Narthex, please
take a moment to pick them up
on Sunday before leaving church.

FOOD PANTRY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
We served 46 families on January
4th. This included 181 individuals.
A well deserved thank you to all of
our volunteers on this team.
Our next Food Pantry date is February 1st.

Greetings Union!
“Missions – a set of tasks that fulfills a purpose
or duty to teach people about Jesus Christ & His
commandment to Love God & to love others as
yourself.”
We Praise You, Oh God, for a New Year! Thank
you for guiding us safely through 2019. December
was such a busy month with all the various
holiday events, so I’m glad that January will be a
bit calmer.☺ Our next Mission offering will be
Blanket Sunday coming up in February. The date
will be determined & added to the Sunday bulletin.
Outside of our normal mission events, we will be
looking for ‘more’ projects and exploring ‘more’
ways we can help those in need. The sermon
preached by guest minister Rev Chekwa this past
Sunday entitled “I Need More” really resonated
with me. We should never be satisfied with things
remaining the same, but strive for more; more
love, more grace, more patience, more peace,
more of God! The year 2020 offers us
another chance to strive for more & to
be more like Christ, daily!
We’re on a ‘Mission’!
As always, thank you Union Congregational for
supporting us as we make every effort to reach
our mission goals!
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot
WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Board Meeting - January 13,
2020 10:00 am
General Meeting: January 20, 2020 at 10:30am
Program: Carolyn McElroy, Devotions: Charlotte
Snowden, Refreshments: Jan Mark & Linda
Padmore
All women of the church are invited to participate
in all activities.
YOGA
Yoga is held Tuesdays at 5:00PM.
This is an easy yoga with stretches, balancing and
meditation. You will need a yoga mat and a large
towel and be prepared to relax. Contact Charlotte
Snowden at 561-656-4132 for more information.

MODERATOR MESSAGE
“I know the plans I have for you, said the Lord.
Plans to prosper you & not to harm you. Plans to
give you hope & a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11
2020 is here! Praise God for a new year. We did
have a lot to be thankful for in 2019, like: a) A very
memorable Justice & Peace ministry field trip to
Alabama & Georgia, which taught our Youth about
the Civil Rights struggles, then & now. b) Packets
of flower seeds given out on Mother’s Day & a
tree planted in memory of Muriel Haines, which
was Alice’s beautiful tribute to her mother. c)
Various fundraisers like a Luau Luncheon, the
Blessed to Be a Blessing Campaign, our Women’s
Fellowship Bazaar/Garage Sale, a Highwaymen
Art Exhibition, and a few Silent Auctions. d) We
welcomed a new Choir Director, Brian Ijames, with
an influx of new choir members. e) Our church
celebrated its 125th Anniversary, in grand style at
the Downtown Marriott Hotel; it was a huge
success!
Even though 2019 is over, we still have more to
do in 2020! This reminds me of an article I was
reading online in the Daily Devotional pertaining to
‘our plans’. “We accomplish in our lifetime only a
tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is
God’s work. Nothing we do is complete the
Kingdom always lies beyond us. We plant the
seeds that one day will grow. We lay foundations
that will need further development. We cannot do
everything. This enables us to do something, and
do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a
beginning…” As Jeremiah quotes our Lord in the
scripture above, only HE knows the plans HE has
for us; HE knows our future and it is filled with
hope!
A huge 'thank you' to Alice, Pastor Sheila, Debbie,
Jane & Irma who made my job as Moderator this
past year - seamless. Let us continue to strive to
be the Church that Christ has called us to be.
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot - Moderator
FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Would you like to beautify the
sanctuary with flowers and help
finance much needed repair
and renovation of the altar area? Then please
sign up to dedicate altar flowers! All proceeds
from flowers go towards church renovation. The
Flower Chart is located in the narthex by the
exterior doors.
If you would like to dedicate flowers, please sign
your name on the date you would like the flowers
dedicated. Also indicate who you want the flowers
dedicated to. Instructions are below the calendar.

FAMILY PROMISE
THANK YOU to everyone
who helped out with our
December Family Promise
week! Union is scheduled to
host FAMILY PROMISE again
beginning March 8th. Your HELP is always
needed to: spend a night as a host; make a
dinner; host ½ a day on Saturday March 14th;
provide breakfast foods, drinks, snacks; a
Saturday afternoon activity such as movie tickets;
help set up and take down the bedrooms; help do
the laundry at the end of the week. If you can help
with any of the above please contact Jane
Grandusky 561‐602‐3035 or Judith Mooers
561‐575‐5384. And if you can’t help out this time,
a financial donation is always accepted to help
defray the cost of food items we will need to
purchase. Helping the homeless families is one
of the many blessings of our church.

PER CAPITA
As part of being a church within the
United Church of Christ denomination
means paying our PER CAPITA ‘dues’.
Per Capita is asked of each church in
our Florida Conference to help defray the costs of
operating our Conference ministry. Basically, we
are asked to pay $15 for each member of the
church. This year the total Per Capita due from
Union will be approximately $2116. It would
definitely help our finances if each member could
pay their own $15 Per Capita dues. Just label your
donation ‘Per Capita’ and the money will go directly
to pay your member dues to our Conference. And
if you are so inclined ‐ perhaps you could throw in
a little extra $ to help someone who might struggle
to pay their dues. Also, if you financially cannot
afford the full $15 right now, that is fine. Contribute
what you can toward the dues. Every bit helps us
meet our budget goals for the year.
Blessings and Gratitude, Your Trustee Team

.

On December 22nd we had a wonderful Christmas party
for all during our Fellowship hour.

.
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Happy New Year to:

