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Let us imagine the story shared on that first Easter morning. As the bright morning star 
could still be seen in the northern sky—a symbol of hope, a 
sign that something better loomed on the horizon. But for 
the small group of women making their way to the tomb of 
Jesus, hope was in short supply. Their spirits had been 
crushed by the same nails that pierced the hands and feet of 
Jesus. They were discouraged, disheartened and defeated.  

And as they walked that long, lonely path to the tomb, it 
suddenly dawned upon them, “Who will roll the stone away 
from the entrance of the tomb?” Two of these women, Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, had seen where 
the body had been placed and knew that a huge stone had been rolled across the entrance 
to the tomb, so as they approached the gravesite they remembered the stone and realized 
that they couldn’t move it on their own.  

 Some of us may know what that’s like. Although our stone doesn’t cover the entrance of a 
tomb in Jerusalem; our path can be blocked by the large stones of unemployment, 
abandonment, abuse, or addiction. And we might even face the huge obstacles of fear and 
doubt. But the reality is… by ourselves, we aren’t strong enough to roll these stones away.  

 And yet, when the women arrived at the empty tomb, the stone was rolled away. As their 
fears escaped them after seeing the two angels appear in that moment, who shared that 
Jesus is risen! In that, death did not have the final say, and the Risen Savior, lives… even 
today. As this message is one of hope. The kind of hope we need as a church family, as a 
nation, and as one world united in God’s love.  

 As we can trust that God will roll away every stone that hinders our faith. Trusting so 
much so, that we might be able to share in some meaningful way with others… the hope 
found in Jesus Christ, who came to offer us forgiveness and salvation, not only for a 
moment in time, but for all of eternity! For Christ is Risen, so that we might live… and 
experience hope, found in the peace of Jesus Christ, which surpasses all of our limited 
understanding. May it be so! Amen.    

 With God’s Love, 
Pastor Sheila  
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Sis Murphy's family and friends; Ada Harvey's 
family loss; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Kay 
Koch's family & Friends; Shirley Thomas; Estelle 
Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser's sister; 
Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Sis 
Murphy; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Keith Bullock; 
Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray Lyons, 
Rosemarie Lightfoot's grandson, DeVon; Marjorie 
Hanson; Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; 
Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & 
Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's 
family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph 
Peter Chea; Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's 
daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David;  Linda's 
sister, Yvette, and friend Deborah; Billie Wilson 
and daughter Tonja; Barbara Bullock, Lillyana's 
mother; Fercella Panier's father; George Gerson's 
family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's 
daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy 
McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard 
Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece, 
Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.; 
Charlotte Snowden's son-in-law, Randy; Holly 
Dozier, Carol Whitlock, Immigration concerns; 
Justice & Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims & 
families; depression  and anxiety. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Oh, have things changed since our last 
Newsletter!  Science and its forces on our world 
has certainly become a part of our daily thoughts, 
conversations and prayers.  Where we once could 
casually stop by a friend or family member’s home 
to say hi ~ or come to church to worship Our God, 
go to a movie, or eat out in a restaurant, we now 
must distance ourselves in seclusion, keep track 
of new numbers and be alert to ever changing 
rules and regulations.  So much is so very 
different that we can now say with true under-
standing how much we love and appreciate our 
family, our friends and our church!   And it is 
certainly by God’s guidance that though we are 
not ‘together’ as we would want to be as a church 
family, we still are showing and feeling that same 
support we enjoy when we are together.  Phone 
calls, emails, cards, letters and texting - Zoom 
online conferences, Live Streaming and Facebook 
and Facetiming.  It almost sounds like a lyric from 
“These Are a Few of My Favorite Things!” Yes, 
these are the times we are living through - and for 
all their technological challenges - we are blessed 
to have them, for this is what connects us right 
now.  As a church family during this time we have 
taken the challenge to grow stronger with God’s 
help - to build our missions and strengthen our 
faith, even though we cannot be together in tradi-
tional ways.  And we, your Stewardship Team, 
cannot say “Thank You” loud enough!  Your con-
tinued support of our little church is felt through 
your prayers, your donations to Paypal, your 
checks that come in the mail - your willingness to 
continue to volunteer to shop for or serve in our 
Food Pantry or work in the yard, or clean a closet 
or a floor.  All these good deeds are the glue that 
we call ‘Love’ and it is this ‘Love’ that is keeping 
our ministries working for our community - just as 
God meant it to be.  God knows science and God 
hears our prayers - and they are and will be 
answered.  Thank you for continuing to put God’s 
Will to work through your commitment to Union!  
Blessings to All - stay well and stay safe, Melanie 
Shepherd, Jane Grandusky- Stewardship 2020 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEER 
DURING OUR LIVE STREAMING 

SERVICES ON SUNDAYS! 
George Gerson, Ada Harvey, Jane 

Grandusky, Debbie Chea & Simone Barton, 
Melanie Shepherd, Vanessa Nunez, Francesca 

Fernandes, Isaac Nunez and Brandon Guillaume.  

FOOD PANTRY 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

A well deserved thank you to all of our 
volunteers on this team. 

On April 4th, Union served 57 bags which 
amounts to 202 people.  We also had 
our food pantry distribution on May 2, 
we served 67 bags amounting to 267 

inidviduals and 14 new familes.  
Thank God, the Food Pantry is alive and well. We 
were facing a few challenges in April, trying to 
figure out how we could serve our community 
amidst the Coronavirus. We came up with the idea 
of curbside pick up and that went very well. Our 
Food Pantry was completely depleted and with 
that we were facing another challenge for May. 
There was a shortage on food, some items that 
we put into the bags had a limit of 2 or 4 cans. 
Thank God for the many helping hands and with 
team work we filled the pantry and were able to 
hand out 69 bags on the first Saturday in May. 
Coronavirus is not over but it certainly has not 
stopped us from helping our neighbors. 
Thank you, Simone  

 Our next Food Pantry is June 6, 2020. 
 

YARD WORK - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Most of the yard work on our church 
property is completed,  thanks mostly to 

Bob Smith.   It would be nice to have a few more 
hands assisting a couple days a week.  If you can 
volunteer some hours, please call Bob at 561-
385-8292 and leave a message.  He'll return your 
call to coordinate days and times.  If you have 
clippers bring them with you.  Thanks.    

 

Update 
Union’s Senior Housing Project Management 
Team members have been actively meeting via 
Zoom over the past 2 months to whittle down the 
field of qualified developers interested in building 
a low income senior housing enclave on the south 
end of the church property.  Most recently the 
team interviewed 3 candidates with the help of the 
United Church Building & Loan Fund and AIM 
development - who have been a tremendous 
asset during this process.  We are now waiting to 
see what type of offer the selected developer will 
put forth.  The church Project Management Team 
is an offshoot of the Senior Housing Project 
Committee - and the team includes Keith Bullock, 
Rose Lightfoot, Jane Grandusky, John Webster 
and Pastor Sheila.   



MODERATOR 

“I love the LORD, for he heard my 
voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him 
as long as I live. The cords of death entangled 

me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was 
overcome by distress and sorrow.” Psalm 116: 1-3  

Greetings Union! 

I hope and pray all is well with everyone, and that 
you are staying at home and practicing safe 
distancing during this COVID-19 pandemic. 

Of course, I’ve been working from home, and it 
has definitely been a major challenge. Having to 
make sure all my electronics were working and up 
to standard, so that I could do my job efficiently; 
being able to log into all the ‘necessary’ websites 
and software applications; frustratingly awaiting 
job sites to ‘authenticate’ my password to verify 
that I am me! Yes, this ‘new normal’ is a bit 
overwhelming. Yet, I have to be thankful, because 
I can work from home. I am relatively healthy 
compared to so many others who are suffering 
with the virus and other under-lying conditions; 
compared to those who have no income; 
compared to those who have to wait in mile-long 
food lines for hours and hours just to be able to 
feed their families; compared to those who have 
already tragically succumbed to this unyielding 
virus; I am blessed...! And then, I have a “good 
cry”.  Psalm 116, above, seems to be the relevant 
scripture for this week. “I love the Lord..; He heard 
my cry...; He turned His ear to me...; I was 
overcome by distress and sorrow.” The Daily 
Devotional put it this way, “I’ve come face-to-face 
with trouble and grief.” How hard this season is, 
for God and for us. When we give in and have a 
“good cry” we know we are never alone. We know 
that God hears our cries of pain and anguish, and 
it’s reassuring to know that HE cries with us and 
gives us strength for whatever lies ahead. 

I’m looking forward to getting back to our “new 
normal” church life. It will be different; we will be 
more cautious; we will be more aware of our 
surroundings; yet, we will continue to push 
forward with hope. God knows the plans HE has 
for us; HE knows our future. 

Let us continue to strive to be the Church that 
Christ has called us to be. 

Stay Safe & God Bless, 

Rosemarie Lightfoot - Moderator 

 

 

“Missions – a set of tasks that fulfills a 
purpose or duty to teach people about 
Jesus Christ & His commandment to 

Love God & to love others as yourself.” 

Mission and Outreach sends our prayers and love 
to all of you during this time of caution as we 
prepare to gradually get back to a “new normal” in 
our church, our community, our country and our 
world. 

Here are our upcoming events for May: 

May 10th - Happy Mother’s Day to 
all the “beautiful” Mom’s in our 
congregation. Sending flowers and 
blessings to you all! 

May 24th – Graduate Sunday 
Congratulations to our own Ariel 
Hines who will be graduating from! 
Palm Beach Gardens High, Global 
Business Magnet! She is looking to further her 
education at Louisiana State University in the Fall 
as a Psychology major! Go Ariel! We are so proud 
of you! 

May 31st – Strengthen the Church mission 
offering (Pentecost Sunday). We are still not sure 
if church will be in session at that time, but we are 
hopeful, so stay tuned! 

We will still be looking for ‘more’ projects and 
exploring ‘more’ ways we can help those in need 
once we get back to ‘normal’. Let’s continue to 
strive for more; more love, more grace, more 
patience, more peace, more of God! This 
pandemic provides us another chance to strive for 
more & to be more like Christ, daily! We’re on a 
‘Mission’!  God Bless,  Rosemarie Lightfoot 

CDC RECOMMENDS 

Everyone can do their part to help us respond to 
this emerging public health threat by following 
CDC recommendations: 

Wear a cloth face covering in public settings to 
avoid spreading COVID-19 to others in case you 
are infected but do not have symptoms. 

The cloth face cover is meant to protect other 
people in case you are infected. 

The cloth face covering is not a substitute for 
social distancing.  CDC continues to recommend 
that people try to keep about 6 feet between 
themselves and others. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html


  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   



. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
     www.unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

                  Flowering  News Especially for You: 
:  
 


