


      UNION CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love, 
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
JUST PEACE SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

 

*Those who wish may stand. 

 
ENTER TO WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING BELLS            Chimes      
When you hear the bells, please gather.  Be seated and prepare for worship. 

Lighting the Candle we remember God’s presence with us. 
  

PRELUDE    
 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
INTROIT      "You Are Welcome Here" 

 

Refrain: You are welcome here, no matter who you are, no matter where you 
are on life's journey..You are welcome here, no matter who you are, 
come and join with us, we're united in the church of Christ.  

 

Come now all people join in the song, come be a part of the family of God.  We are 
God's people and you belong, share in the joy of Christ.  Refrain 
 

We pray for justice; we pray for peace; we hear the word of the Savior of all.  We 
find God's mercy; we find release, sharing the joy of Christ.  Refrain 

 
        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
 

* Chorus:        
     We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have    
       joined our spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  Our eyes are heavy.  Our hope is soaring.  We wait in the marketplace. 

All: Our God is gracious. 

One: Our feet are tired   Our expectations rise.  We are hired first. 

All: Our God is merciful. 

One:  Our backs are sore.  Our spirits are low. We are paid last. 



All:  Our God is slow to anger. 

One Our tempers flare.  Our anger rages. We take what belongs to us. 

All: Our God abounds in steadfast love. 
 

*INVOCATION - JUST PEACE LITANY:   
STILL, WE RISE (Inspired By Maya Angelou's Poem, Still, I Rise) 

                                                       By Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume 
Christ is with us! 

Christ is in our midst! 
 

 

At times, life's unjust and tumultuous circumstances can shrink our faith into becoming the 
size of a tiny mustard seed, and yet, God's faithfulness helps us to say... 
Still, we rise! 
 

Even in the wake of violence and hatred that has plagued our nation, it is our trust in God 
that gives us the courage to say with love... 
 Still, we rise! 
 

As Christ taught us how to love, which disarms hate when joining together as neighbors 
alongside those living in cities and towns near and far who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and offering to us the wisdom to say with hope... 
 Still, we rise! 
 

For it is by faith that we believe peace is possible and can be attained as God's kingdom 
here on earth, by opening our hearts to love our neighbor with acts of justice and mercy, 
and believing that we are all equally children of God by saying... 
 We rise!  We rise! We rise! 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE              "Lift Every Voice and Sing"  
 

Just Peace Moment         "Seeking Racial Equity and a Just Economy"    Jane Grandusky 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

   Sharing Joys and Concerns     
 

Prayers for Our Friends and Neighbors 
Merciful, loving and all powerful God we come into your presence with hearts of thanksgiving 
and praise as we unite for world justice and peace.  We pray for peace among people of 
various cultural traditions that are different from our own. 
Lord, hear our prayers 

We pray for peace and justice within our communities, our individual nations and throughout 
the world. 
Lord, hear our prayers 

We pray for the youth around the world. That they will come together to positively enrich their 
lives, their communities and their countries.  
Lord, hear our prayers 



We pray for global economic and political solutions to situations that will bring peace and 
justice to all of God’s people, created in God’s image. 
Lord, hear our prayers 

We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus and for His sake. 

Amen.  
 

      The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER REPONSE               "Center of My Joy" 

Jesus, you're the center of my joy, all that's good and perfect comes from you.  
You're the heart of my contentment, hope for all I do, Jesus, you're the center of 
my joy.  

Spirit, you're the wonder in my soul, all that's truth and wisdom comes from you.  
You're the One who stirs me forward, mystery of God.  Spirit, you're the wonder of 
my soul.  
 

God, you're the challenge to the world, all who yearn for justice call on you.  
You're the light that seeks the nations, moves them to your Word.  God, You're 
the challenge to the world.  

 
OFFERTORY    "Walk Together Children" 

(Symbolic March with signs for justice and peace) 

Walk together children, Don't you get weary, Walk together children, Don't you get 
weary, Walk together children, Don't you get weary, There's a great camp meeting in 
the Promised Land.  

We're gonna walk and never tire, walk and never tire, walk and never tire, there's a 
great camp meeting in the promised land.  

 
*DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done: 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 

READING OF SCRIPTURES  
 

Exodus 16:2-15 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 



land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 
will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 
complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses 
said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are 
we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD.”  Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your 
complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to 
Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you 
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I 
am the LORD your God.’” 
 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 
dew around the camp.  When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness 
was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said 
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 
 
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b 
O give thanks to God, call on God's name, 
    make known God's deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to God, sing praises to God; 
    tell of all God's wonderful works. 
Glory in God's holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice. 
Seek God and God's strength; 
    seek God's presence continually. 
Remember the wonderful works God has done, 
    God's miracles, and the judgments God uttered, 
O offspring of God's servants Abraham and Sarah, 
    children of Jacob, God's chosen ones.     
 

When God summoned famine against the land, and broke every staff of bread, 
 God had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck was put in a collar of iron; 
 until what he had said came to pass, the word of God kept testing him. 
The king sent and released him;  
 the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
He made Joseph lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions, 



 to instruct his officials at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom. 
 Praise be to God!  
 

Matthew 20-1-16 

“God’s kingdom is like an estate manager who went out early in the morning to hire workers 
for his vineyard. They agreed on a wage of a dollar a day, and went to work.  “Later, about 
nine o’clock, the manager saw some other men hanging around the town square unemployed. 
He told them to go to work in his vineyard and he would pay them a fair wage. They went. 

“He did the same thing at noon, and again at three o’clock. At five o’clock he went back and 
found still others standing around. He said, ‘Why are you standing around all day doing 
nothing?’  “They said, ‘Because no one hired us.’  “He told them to go to work in his vineyard. 

“When the day’s work was over, the owner of the vineyard instructed his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers in and pay them their wages. Start with the last hired and go on to the first.’  “Those 
hired at five o’clock came up and were each given a dollar. When those who were hired first 
saw that, they assumed they would get far more. But they got the same, each of them one 
dollar. Taking the dollar, they groused angrily to the manager, ‘These last workers put in only 
one easy hour, and you just made them equal to us, who slaved all day under a scorching 
sun.’   “He replied to the one speaking for the rest, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair. We agreed 
on the wage of a dollar, didn’t we? So take it and go. I decided to give to the one who came 
last the same as you. Can’t I do what I want with my own money? Are you going to get stingy 
because I am generous?’ 

“Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.” 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

 
SONG OF PREPARATION                "Lift Your Light" 
     Duet: Catherine Briggs and Pastor Sheila 
 

SERMON      "Tensions in the Wilderness"    Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume 
 

*CLOSING HYMN       "Let There Be Peace on Earth" 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE   
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are 
visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering 

envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary 
for your convenience. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE USHERS. If you are hearing 
impaired, you are welcome to use the sound amplifying devices on the soundboard. 

Participating in Today’s Service:      
Reader                 George Gerson, Sabita Shah 
 



 
Joys: Our Church Family!  Live Streaming! 
 

Concerns:  Carol Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Recent COVID-19 
deaths: Ada Harvey's Aunt and Pastor Sheila's cousin, Jane Grandusky's niece, 

Emily; Ruth; Kitty's family & friends; Rod Jennings, family & friends; Olga 
Konovalova; Jody Kistenmacher's dad & mom, Lowel & Patricia Paschke; 

Rosemarie Lightfoot's grandson, DeVon; Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; Ruth 
Cassidy's brother, Paul; Doug Cornwell's cousin, Ken Cornwell's family & friends; Sis 

Murphy's family & friends; Ada Harvey's family loss; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; 
Kay Koch's family & Friends; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy 

Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy; Rev. Misti Johnson 
Arce; Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; 

Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, 
Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; Linda Chapman; 
Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David;  Linda's sister, Yvette, and friend 
Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; Lillyana's mother; Fercella Panier's family & 

friends; George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's daughter, 
Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard 

Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Jeff 
Felton Jr.; Charlotte Snowden's son-in-law, Randy; Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; 

Justice & Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and anxiety 

CHURCH REOPENING PHASE II 
Phase II - The Church reopened on the first Sunday of July, August and 

September.  It will reopen again on October 4th.  The Facebook 
Livestreaming and conference call-in will continue to be an option 

 for you to participate in worship.   
We will be reopen with a limited capacity of 25 congregants.   

We are accepting call-ins or emails to the office on a first-come basis.   
Email:  office@unionucc.net  Phone:  561-686-0330 (leave a message)   

 
 

VIRTUAL CHILDREN'S MOMENT 
Children let's get together on Sundays at 11:15 - 11:30 AM  

in the "Zoom Room."    Meeting ID: 682 587 5950   Password: 5YS1sc  
 

Rev. Amanda will join us for Kids Zoom on September 20th and 
September 27th, and offer Biblical Children’s messages about justice 

and peace. Please plan to attend!! 
 

FAITH TALKS 
 

Join us for our virtual youth fellowship 
Sunday, September 27th from 11:30-12PM, 
with our new Youth Leader, Larissa Chea!! 

Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950            Password: 5YS1sc 
 

These will be held every other Sunday.  
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Please join us for our next Bible Study Series.  We will discuss the book 
by Charles Marsh, God’s Long Summer. It will be a timely comparison 

discussion about people of faith during the Summer of 1963, and today 
(the Summer of 2020). An audio reading of the book will be made 

available upon request to the church office.  
 EVERY WEDNESDAY IN SEPTEMBER AT 7PM.   

 Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950  Passcode: 5YS1sc 
 

On Wednesday, September 30th, Rev. Amanda will join us for our Bible Study book 
discussion, as we share thoughts on racial justice as people of faith.   

 



 

2020 ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE FLORIDA CONFERENCE 

Register now for the 2020 Annual Gathering  
of the Florida Conference of the United Church of Christ     

 

WHEN:  Thursday, October 8, 2020 to Saturday, October 10, 2020. 
Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Annual Gathering of the Florida Conference will be a virtual 

event rather than an in-person meeting. 
 

Register at:  https://uccfla-reg.brtapp.com/2020AnnualGathering 
 



  



 
  

FOOD PANTRY NEWS  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

The Food Pantry continues to serve our community.  In September, we packed 60 
bags and distributed 59.  We are blessed to have a church family that supports this 

ministry financially, by contributing food items and by shopping.  This list of items are below 
for those shoppers that catch the bogo sales.  We thank  you for all you do to provide food 
to many in our community that need a hand.  God bless you richly. 

Corn (2) Soup Mac & Cheese Ramon (each)  (2) Peanut Butter Jelly 

Peas Green Pasta Cereal Sauce Pasta/Spaghetti Chicken Tuna 

Beans Green Rice Crackers (pack) (2) Beans Can Milk Evaporated 
 

 

 
EACH ONE, REACH ONE:  VOTER EDUCATION INITIATIVE 

  

Union is joining the UCC’s Our Faith Our Vote campaign to register 
voters, educate ourselves on important issues at stake in the election 

and encourage voter participation. 
Find info on the Voter Education Initiative on our Website @unionucc.net and on Facebook 

@Union Congregational United Church of Christ. 
 

2020 GENERAL ELECTION  Deadline to register: Monday, October 5, 2020 
 Early Voting: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m., Monday, October 19, 2020 - Sunday, November 1, 2020* 
 Vote By Mail: Due by 7 p.m., Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
 Election Day: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m., Tuesday, November 3, 2020 

 
 

Three other important reasons to go to registertovoteflorida.gov before October 5:  
 If you haven’t registered to vote before and want to vote for the first time. 
 If you’ve moved or changed your name since you last voted. 
 If you just want to make sure—sometimes voters have been flagged for removal 

because of a computer error.    
Palm Beach County Supervisor of election main office phone number is 561-656-6200.  

They are open Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM to 5PM.     

https://registertovoteflorida.gov/


UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 
Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume 
Musician Kimia Rafieian 
Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 
Office - Irma Carreras  irma@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 
Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net  
Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 
National UCC: www.ucc.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday through Friday by appointment due to COVID-19. 
Please call to confirm someone will be in the office.  

 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330  -  please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 
 

Sunday, September 20 
  10:00 AM  Worship Communion- The Church will be open for 25   
  congregants who has signed up to be present during worship.   
  We will also be Streaming on Facebook   -  

For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call.  This will 
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday 
Worship Service.  The number is 712-775-7031.  It will ask you for a code: 885-
893.  You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.   

 

11:15 AM Children's Moment - Kids Zoom -  Message from Rev. Amanda 
  Join Zoom Meeting  Meeting ID: 682 587 5950            Password: 5YS1sc 

 

12-12:30 PM   Virtual Fellowship-Getting to know our church family Bingo game.   
 Join us on Zoom.   Meeting ID: 682 587 5950           Password: 5YS1sc  
 

Wednesday  7 PM Bible Study - We will discuss the book by Charles Marsh, God’s Long 
Summer. It will be a timely comparison discussion about people of faith 
during the Summer of 1963, and today (the Summer of 2020).   Join Zoom 
Meeting  Meeting ID: 682 587 5950  Passcode: 5YS1sc 

 

Next Sunday, September 27 
  10:00 AM  Worship -  Live Streaming on Facebook   

For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call.  This will 
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday 
Worship Service.  The number is 712-775-7031.  It will ask you for a code: 885-
893.  You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.   

 

 11:15 AM Children's Moment - Kids Zoom  
Meeting ID: 682 587 5950           Password: 5YS1sc   

 

 11:30-12PM Sunday ‘Faith Talks’       with our new Youth Leader, Larissa Chea!!  
Meeting ID: 682 587 5950            Password: 5YS1sc 

mailto:sheila@unionucc.net
http://www.uccfla.org/
http://www.ucc.org/


 


