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During this summer, we have experienced being one of the 

nation’s ‘hot spots’ for high COVID-19 cases and deaths, 

which keeps us wearing masks and being in quarantine; the 

continuous need for ‘Black Lives Matter’ racial equality, 

justice and peace marches worldwide; and let us not forget, 

our first hurricane warning of the season that heightened 

stress levels even more...as this truly feels like God’s long 

summer!!   

But, what has made this an extra special summer is being 

witness to the ways that so many of you have remained 

faithful to God, even in the midst of this very long summer. 

As it has been heartening to witness the commitment of our volunteer worship leaders, Jane, Ada and 

George, to help make our online services possible. It also has been a blessing to hear from home-bound 

members who tell me that our deacons, and other members have been reaching out to them, and even 

dropping off needed supplies on their doorsteps. Many thanks, as we are indeed, a loving church family!! 

 

Union also extends its care and compassion beyond our church family, too. As this summer has 

approximately, a 10 percent unemployment rate in our nation, and we are feeling the impact in our lives, 

with family, friends, and even here, amongst our closest neighbors. Thus, our commitment to maintain the 

church’s Food Pantry has been exceptional, thanks to all of you, along with our organizers Simone and 

Debbie. In addition, we are in contact with our homeless ministry partners, Family Promise, and we recently 

sent a ‘baby basket’ to local homeless families. Again, a special thanks to everyone for 

your continued support. 

 

Being witness to our commitment on being God’s love in our personal lives, towards 

one another, and amongst our neighbors near and far... remains at the forefront of who 

we are as a church. As such, for our next Bible Study Series, we will discuss the book 

by Charles Marsh, God’s Long Summer. It will be a timely comparison discussion about 

people of faith during the Summer of 1963, and today (the Summer of 2020). An audio 

reading of the book will be made available upon request to the church office. 

 

In closing, let us thank God for this long summer, and may we continue to journey through it together in 

Godly love. 

 

In Christ’s Love,  

Pastor Sheila 

  

https://websitesmail.att.com/
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Jody Kistenmacher's dad & mom , Lowel & Patricia 
Paschke; Rosemarie Lightfoot's grandson, DeVon; 
Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; Ruth 
Cassidy's brother, Paul; Doug Cornwell's cousin, Ken 
Cornwell's family & friends; Sis Murphy's family & 
friends; Ada Harvey's family loss; George Gerson's 
brother, Jerome; Kay Koch's family & Friends; 
Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; 
Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's 
daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy; Rev. Misti Johnson 
Arce; Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray Lyons, Fran 
Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's 
friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; Dottie and 
Norma's friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie 
Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; Linda Chapman; 
Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, 
David;  Linda's sister, Yvette, and friend Deborah; 
Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; Lillyana's mother; 
Fercella Panier's family & friends; George Gerson's 
family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's 
daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy 
McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's 
brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; 
Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.; Charlotte 
Snowden's son-in-law, Randy; Holly Dozier, Carol 
Whitlock, Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace 
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and 
anxiety 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FOOD PANTRY 
If you are interested in being a 

shopper or server, please call Simone 
Barton at 561-964-8415. 

On August 1st, 55 bags were handed out, 185 
individuals were served which included 10 new 

families.  
Our next Food Pantry is September 5, 2020. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 
First  I would like to say thank you to the many 
hearts and hands that make our church food pantry 
successful.  It truly does take a team.  Let me 
share information on how the food pantry 
operates.  We have a list of selected items that we 
pack for double bags and single bags.  Double 
bags are distributed to families of 4 or more and 
single bags are for families of less than four 
people. The list below is our monthly shopping list. 
We also have a miscellaneous table with extras 
that are donated.  Washing detergent is a popular 
item and toiletries. 

Corn (2) 120  Ramon (each)  (2) 140 

Peas Green 70 
 Sauce 

Pasta/Spaghetti 
70 

Green Beans  70  Beans Can 70 

Soup 120  Peanut Butter 70 

Pasta 70  Jelly 70 

Rice 70  Milk Evaporated 70 

Mac & Cheese 70  Tuna 70 

Cereal 70  Chicken 70 

Crackers (pack) 2 140  Bags 120 

We have financial contributions, we have shoppers, 
we have packers and we have people that 
distribute the bags on the first Saturday of the 
month.  We are inviting your participation to join our 
team.  What we do not have is a back up leader to 
fill in as needed.  If you are interested in helping 
short term or long term, please call Simone at 561-
633-3878 or Debbie at 561-722-0827.  It fills our 
heart to know that we are serving our sisters and 
brothers in our neighborhood that need a helping 
hand. We believe we are making a difference one 
bag at a time.   
Simone Barton and Debbie Chea 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEER 
DURING OUR LIVE STREAMING 

SERVICES ON SUNDAYS! 
George Gerson, Ada Harvey, Jane Grandusky, 
Francesca Fernandes, and Brandon Guillaume.  

FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

 

We offer our sincere gratitude for Your 
continued commitment towards  

Union's Ministries! 

Blessings from your Stewardship Team 

Melanie Shepherd & Jane Grandusky 

CHURCH REOPENING PHASEII 
 

Phase II  - The Church will be 
reopening on the first Sunday of 

September and October  
(September 2nd and October 4th).  

The facebook Livestreaming and conference call-in 
will continue to be an option for you to participate in 

worship. 
 

We will be reopening with a limited capacity of 25 
congregants.  We will be accepting call-ins or 

emails to the office on a first come basis.   
Email:  office@unionucc.net 

Phone:  561-686-0330 (leave a message) 
 

Based upon how Phase I goes and the status of 
COVID-19 virus, we will prayerfully be determing 

our next steps.   

CHURCH TENTING 

The church will be tented for 
Termite fumigation on 

August 6th thru the 10th.  
No one should come to 

church during these dates.   

JUSTICE AND PEACE 

For years, Pharaoh’s Narrative of Scarcity held the 
Palm Beach County Commissioners captive. They 
refused to develop a homeless center in the 
Glades while spending $190 million on jail 
expansion. 

After several meetings in which the Palm Beach 
county PEACE organization showed their people 
power, Commissioner McKinley agreed to support 
the project and find the funding. 

The funding was located and Palm Beach County 
will fully fund a $7.7 million project for the homeless 
in the Glades which will consist of an intake center 
in Belle Glade and a 42 bed facility in Pahokee. 

Keith Bullock, Just Peace Chair 



MODERATOR ARTICLE 

It was great to see so many of you on our first ever 
Congregational ‘Zoom’ Meeting held June 28th! 
The meeting was an important one because we 
had to vote on moving forward with the Affordable 
Senior Housing Project. Though it was a very hard 
decision overall, the vote was unanimous to press 
forward. We’re taking baby steps; we have a long 
way to go, yet it’s a beginning. I believe that God 
has great plans for Union Congregational, as one 
of my favorite scriptures comes to mind: “I know 
the plans I have for you, said the Lord. Plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you. Plans to give you 
hope and a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11. God 
continually blesses us to be able to serve within 
our community. We serve by our food pantry 
handing out monthly food bags. We serve quarterly 
by helping those who are homeless via the Family 
Promise program. We serve by allowing our church 
to be utilized for various functions (i.e – Census 
2020 Training and as a Voter’s Polling venue). We 
serve our community and beyond by having our 
worship services available via ‘live streaming’ and 
call-in so that those who are unable to come to 
church (especially during this pandemic) can still 
see or hear scripture read, songs sung, and the 
Word preached. God also has plans for us to 
continue serving our community by providing 
housing which will be affordable for so many 
seniors who are in need. Thank You Lord for Your 
Word, Your vision and Your plans for this church! 
Praise God that we are still ‘yet holding on’! 

Just as we voted in our congregational meeting, 
voting in our primary and general elections are just 
as important. As our Justice & Peace Ministry 
promotes their voting campaign, Each One/Reach 
One, I am reminded how privileged we are in this 
country to have voting rights. There was a time, not 
so long ago, that we did not have that right. I’ve 
been voting ever since I was 18 years old, and I 
encouraged my children to register when they 
turned 18 as well. My great-great grandfather, 
Duke Columbus Finch, a freed slave, was still 
voting in 1948 at 104 years old! This was a great 
privilege for him! It is definitely something I am 
deeply proud of. Let’s all remember to vote, 
whether mail-in ballot or at the voting polls. Your 
vote does count!   

As we continue to battle the seemingly never-
ending corona virus pandemic and the issues of 
racial disparity that our communities face every 
day, I find myself praying more for God to 
intervene, somehow. I have four daughters. 
Three of them are essential, front-line workers; 

donning face masks, face shields and gloves 
daily; sanitizing their shoes and bagging their 
clothes when they return home. Please Lord 
intervene so that they remain safe while trying to 
take care of their families. I have ten 
grandchildren, and seven of them are male. 
Please Lord intervene by keeping my grandsons 
safe when they walk to the store or when they 
catch a bus to school or go to work.  As my 
mother, who is 81 years young and was an avid 
churchgoer, continues to stay at home and 
refuses to move beyond the boundaries of her 
front porch due to this unpredictable pandemic, 
please Lord intervene. So, I continue to pray for 
God intervention in our racial disparities and in 
our health crisis. I continue to pray that we begin 
to show more love and not hate toward our fellow 
man/woman. I continue to pray that during this 
time of divisive politics that justice will prevail. I 
continue to pray that God will inevitably heal our 
land. “If my people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14. I have to 
believe that God will…..! 

Let us remain hopeful, seek justice, love all equally, 
denounce racism and pray without ceasing. Let us 
also continue striving to be the Church that Christ 
has called us to be. We are blessed to be a 
blessing! 

God Bless, 
Rosemarie Lightfoot, Moderator 
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      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

                  Hot Summer News Especially for You: 
 


