
       Volume 127, Issue 7                                                        September 2020 
 

 

 

Recently, I was invited to write the sermon titled, “Seeking Racial 

Equity and a Just Economy,” for the United Church of Christ’s Just 

Peace Sunday, set for September 20
th

. It will be published on the 

UCC.ORG website. Below, is part of the sermon for your review.  
 

Narrative Context:  

Jesus emphasizes that the kingdom of heaven operates differently from 

the ways of this world. As chapters 19 and 20 have to do with the equal 

value that God’s grace bestows upon all people. In 19:16-22, a rich 

young man came to Jesus asking, “Good teacher, what good thing 

shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” When Jesus told him to sell his 

possessions and give them to the poor, the man went away sorrowfully, because he had many possessions. 

Then, Peter, observing this exchange between the rich young man and Jesus, shares that the disciples have 

already given up everything to follow Jesus (19:27), and questions what their reward will be. Jesus answers 

by saying the disciples will sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel. But, Jesus also speaks 

to God’s invitation for all people to serve and be rewarded according to God’s grace, purpose and plan. 
  

Conflicts at Play: 

The conflicts at play arise as Jesus turns the expectations of the twelve disciples, upside down. In doing so, 

Jesus strips away the notion that there are those who are superior to others. Jesus strips away the notion 

that the privileged will be rewarded unjustly. Additionally, Jesus strips away the notion of scarcity, and 

invites racial equity and a just economy to be generously rewarded on earth as it is in heaven. As Jesus 

challenges the disciples to fully trust in an economy of God’s grace, which is a way of justice and peace for 

all people. 
 

Way of Just Peace: 

In moral distress, Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard workers to the disciples. As the story focuses on 

God’s generosity in welcoming everyone into the field. It examples God as the landowner, the believers as 

workers, and the vineyard as the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

In this parable, Jesus uses a typical everyday scene to point out a spiritual truth about the value of God’s 

beloved community. In that, this story tells the Good News about the economy of God’s grace. As Jesus’s 

story explains that God is like a landowner who went out to find people to work in the vineyard. The first 

group expects to be paid to pay a denarius, which is a fair day’s wage. The second group expects to be paid 

what is fair. The last three groups have no expectations of their pay. As this tells us that the purpose of the 

parable is not for us to focus on the workers and what they do, but to focus on what the landowner does.  
 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Sheila   
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COVID-19 deaths this past week: Ada Harvey's Aunt 
and Pastor Sheila's cousin, Ruth; Rod Jennings, 
family & friends; Olga Konovalova; Jody 
Kistenmacher's dad & mom, Lowel & Patricia 
Paschke; Rosemarie Lightfoot's grandson, DeVon; 
Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; Ruth 
Cassidy's brother, Paul; Doug Cornwell's cousin, Ken 
Cornwell's family & friends; Sis Murphy's family & 
friends; Ada Harvey's family loss; George Gerson's 
brother, Jerome; Kay Koch's family & Friends; 
Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; 
Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's 
daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy; Rev. Misti Johnson 
Arce; Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray Lyons, Fran 
Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's 
friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; Dottie and 
Norma's friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie 
Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; Linda Chapman; 
Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, 
David;  Linda's sister, Yvette, and friend Deborah; 
Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; Lillyana's mother; 
Fercella Panier's family & friends; George Gerson's 
family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's 
daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy 
McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's 
brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; 
Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.; Charlotte 
Snowden's son-in-law, Randy; Holly Dozier, Carol 
Whitlock, Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace 
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and 
anxiety 



Standing for Justice and Peace: Commemorating the 57th Anniversary  
of Martin Luther King Jr.'s March on Washington on August 28, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 



 

CHURCH REOPENING PHASEII 
 

Phase II  - The Church will be reopening on the 
first Sunday of September and October  

(September 6th and October 4th).  
The facebook Livestreaming and 

conference call-in will continue to be 
an option for you to participate in 

worship. 
 

We will be reopening with a limited 
capacity of 25 congregants.  We will be accepting 

call-ins or emails to the office on a first come basis.   
Email:  office@unionucc.net 

Phone:  561-686-0330 (leave a message) 
 

Based upon how Phase I goes and the status of 
COVID-19 virus, we will prayerfully be determing 

our next steps.   

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEER 
DURING OUR LIVE STREAMING 

SERVICES ON SUNDAYS! 
George Gerson, Sabita Shah, Ada Harvey, Jane 
Grandusky, Francesca Fernandes, and Brandon 

Guillaume.  

FOOD PANTRY 
Our next Food Pantry is September 5 

& October 3, 2020. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

Thank you for your support of the Food Pantry with 
financial contributions, food donations, and 
shopping.  In August we packed 60 bags and 
distributed 57.  the items for the bags are listed 
below for the many who take advantage of the 
bogo sales. you are appreciated and loved.  God 
bless you and bless this ministry that serve those 
who need a hand up. Let us continue to let our light 
shine. 

We also have a miscellaneous table with extras 
that are donated.  Washing detergent is a popular 
item and toiletries. 

Corn (2) 120  Ramon (each)  (2) 140 

Peas Green 70 
 Sauce 

Pasta/Spaghetti 
70 

Green Beans  70  Beans Can 70 

Soup 120  Peanut Butter 70 

Pasta 70  Jelly 70 

Rice 70  Milk Evaporated 70 

Mac & Cheese 70  Tuna 70 

Cereal 70  Chicken 70 

Crackers (pack) 2 140  Bags 120 
 

FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERATOR ARTICLE 

Though I do not have much to say in this 
September newsletter, I just have a few reminders. 
Let us remember to vote this coming November. If 
you’re not registered, the deadline to register is 
Monday, October 5th either online, by mail-in 
application or in person. Your vote does count! 

Our battle continues with the coronavirus and with 
racism. Let us remember to stay prayed up for: 
ourselves, our family, our church members, our 
community and our country. Let us pray, without 
ceasing, for healing in our land. I believe that 
God’s promises, through His Word, are true and 
will come to pass: “If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14.  

Let us remain hopeful, seek justice, love ALL 
equally, denounce racism and continue striving to 
be the Church that Christ has called us to be. 

God Bless,   Rosemarie Lightfoot,  Moderator 

THANK YOU for being ready and willing to care about 
making change in the world!   BELOVED, LOVE 

A reminder that we are charged to actually BE the 
Love of God in our community and in our world.    

THANK YOU for showing that LOVE  in so many ways!!! 

YOU continue to support our Food Pantry- donating 
and volunteering; YOU are volunteering to help 

around the church, in the yard and in the office; YOU 
are committed to Family Promise – very needed at this 

time when so many have lost their jobs and their 
homes; WE are holding worship using technology 

(YAY! – ready and willing to LEARN how to use 
technology and YOU are worshiping each Sunday 

morning at 10 AM with us); YOU are calling, writing 
and staying in touch and helping each other during 

these trying times; many of YOU are studying the book 
God’s Long Summer on Wednesday evenings via Zoom 

(more technology! – Join us – you can learn to use 
Zoom too!!) – and through this book we are learning 
what it takes to create racial justice in our country; 

and YOU are praying for and continuing your financial 
commitments to the church. 

THANK YOU for showing GOD’S LOVE!! 
Your Stewardship Team  

Melanie Shepherd and Jane Grandusky  

 

 



JUSTICE AND PEACE 

Antiracism is an important current topic especially 
for those persons of faith. The Church can be the 
leader in helping others understand racism and 
how important the need for antiracist behavior is. 
Several resources exist which you may find helpful 
in your understanding of antiracism.  

The first is from the National Urban League. You 
can go to their website at nul.org. There you will 
find resources on the State of Black America. If 
you click on the button of the State of Black 
America, you will find 2 major resources. The first 
are several reports and essays. The second is a 
recording of a few speeches by significant leaders 
in both the Black and white community.  

The second resource you will find on You Tube. 
“The difference between being nonracist and 
antiracist” is an excellent presentation by Ibram x. 
Kendi. He is one of the leaders in the current 
antiracist movement. He also has written a book 
“How to be an Antiracist” which is available at our 
local libraries. You will have to put yourself on a 
waiting list for it. 

The third resource is on CNN on Sunday nights at 
10 pm. United Shades of America by W. Kamau 
Bell covers a variety of topics related to race. It has 
recently reported on the Venezuelan community in 
south Florida and one episode concerned the state 
of family farming in America which was very 
interesting.  

The last resource is one concerning reparations, 
another hot topic during this election year. 
ADOS101.com is the website for American 
Descendants of Slavery. The website is a great 
resource for understanding reparations and ways 
they may be done. 

Keith Bullock, Justice and Peace Chair 

MAKE A VOTING PLAN 
The November 3 election is two months away, 
but in an election year like no other, it’s critical 
to have a personal Voting Plan. To help you 
make your plan, answer these three key 
questions: 
 

How are you going to vote? Besides voting in 
person on Election Day, you have the option to 
vote on one of your county’s Early Voting days in 
late October, giving you a wider choice of days; 
alternatively Vote-by-Mail (VBM) ballots may 
mailed in or dropped in secure drop boxes at FL 
Supervisor of Elections' main and branch offices 
and Early Voting sites. Using VBM drop boxes 
bypasses Post Office delays – if you choose to 
mail in your VBM ballot, fill it out and mail it 

back right after receiving it. VBM ballots must 
arrive by the deadline of 7 pm on Election Day. 
When and where are you going to vote? Pick a 
date, mark it on your calendar, and line up a ride if 
you need one. Note: Early Voting dates, as 
currently listed on the Palm Beach County SOE 
website, are:  Mon. Oct. 19–Sunday, Nov. 1 (7 am-
7 pm) (Verify early voting dates and locations 
closer to the election on your SOE website.)  
(If you’re planning to use a VBM ballot and haven’t 
requested it yet, do it now by visiting: 
https://www.pbcelections.org/Voters/Vote-By-Mail )  
Note: Voter information above is extracted from 
the Palm Beach Supervisor of Elections (SOE) 
website (https://www.pbcelections.org/).  

So many people are asking… What’s Happening 
with Family Promise? 

Here’s an update!  I recently had an 
opportunity to speak with Taylor Materio, the CEO 
of Family Promise North Palm Beach County.  
Taylor wants everyone to know they have never 
stopped – they just pivoted.  Once houses of 
worship had to shutter down, she and her team 
created a new ‘model’ to help families with children 
who are living in their cars or on the streets. There 
are currently 4 families enrolled in the various 
stages of the program.   

The new model has 3 steps before independence:   

1. New families are first housed in a local hotel, 2 
weeks while they undergo the registration process.  

2. They then move into a local church that is 
shuttered. They stay there about 2 months.  

3. Next they move to a small apartment at a charity 
called Holy Ground.  Again, for about 2 months. 

From there they graduate to their own apartment 
with support from Family Promise in terms of job 
placement, financial planning, groceries, etc.  Our 
local ‘H3’ charity has been providing all the needed 
meals. Thank you H3!!   

Taylor wants us to know that the call volume is 
currently twice as high as before.  Families in our 
community are in need.  They return all the calls 
and if Family Promise can’t help, they try and direct 
families to other local services.  To quote Taylor, 
“We’re here and we’re helping!”  

Union recently donated gift cards to two families 
that graduated to their own apartment.  Thank you 
to all who have volunteered and donated to our 
Family Promise mission.  Union is waiting and 
ready to once again be a hands-on mission– but 
until then, we will lend our support (remotely) as 
needed.        Mission & Outreach,  Judith Mooers & 
Jane Grandusky, Co-Coordinators 

https://www.pbcelections.org/Voters/Vote-By-Mail
https://www.pbcelections.org/
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      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

            Sweet September News Especially for you:  
 


