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It seems that whenever we sing the popular hymn, “Give Thanks,” 
the things that trouble our minds, are transformed into our having 
hearts of gratitude. As the song says that we are to give thanks with 
a grateful heart because God, the Holy One, gave us Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. As giving thanks helps us to realize that those who feel 
weak can now gain strength through their gratefulness in God. And 
that those who are poor can gain spiritual riches because of the 
great sacrificial love that has been offered to us all.    

This message of thanksgiving is also found in our scripture readings. In 
1Thessaloians 5:18, we hear, “Be joyful always: pray continually; give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
As thankfulness is to be a way of life for us, because it reminds us that 
God will guide our paths. Thus, thankfulness is not only appropriate, but it 
is actually healthy and beneficial to us because it helps us to look at the 
bigger picture… we belong to God. 

With this sense of belonging in mind, let us reflect upon the many ways that we are still being 
church, together. As our diversity, helps us to hear different viewpoints, and to experience both 
traditional and innovative ways of living out our faith in God. Our diversity helps us to see that we 
can be born in different places, and yet, share the same table for Holy Communion.  As we give 
thanks to God for our diversity, and for bringing us together for worship, prayer, study, service and 
fellowship!  

During this Season of Thanksgiving, our Stewardship Team sent out letters asking for your financial 
commitment to help support the ministries of the church. We know this year has been challenging 
for us all, and we ask that if you have been blessed financially, that you consider pledging your 
support by sending back the pledge cards to the church by Thanksgiving Sunday, November 22nd. 
We will celebrate our church, and your commitment to the church 
during our virtual morning worship. 

So, let us join our hearts together in ‘Giving Thanks’ for our being part 
of Union’s amazing 126-year history of ministry and mission, here in 
West Palm Beach, and beyond!  

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Sheila  



   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sylvia Notman's family & friends; Rosemarie 
Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl;  Dottie Boswell; Recent 
COVID-19 deaths: Pastor Sheila's family member, 
retired pastor, Rev. Willie G. Harvey; Ada Harvey's 
Aunt and Pastor Sheila's cousin; Ruth;LeeAnne 
Gesche; Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's family; 
Angie Brice's dad, Sandford; Gaidry Family; Carol 
Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Kitty's family 
& friends; Rod Jennings, family & friends; Olga 
Konovalova; Jody Kistenmacher's dad & mom, Lowel 
& Patricia Paschke; Rosemarie Lightfoot's grandson, 
DeVon; Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; 
Ruth Cassidy's brother, Paul; Doug Cornwell's 
cousin, Ken Cornwell's family & friends; Sis Murphy's 
family & friends; Ada Harvey's family loss; George 
Gerson's brother, Jerome; Kay Koch's family & 
Friends; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & 
friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend, 
Helga's daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy; Rev. Misti 
Johnson Arce; Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray 
Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; 
Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & 
Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's family & 
Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; 
Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob 
Modini's son, David;  Linda's sister, Yvette, and 
friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; 
Lillyana's mother; Fercella Panier's family & friends; 
George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, 
John Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' 
friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; 
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' 
niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.; 
Charlotte Snowden's son-in-law, Randy; Holly 
Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace 
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and 
anxietyImmigration concerns; Justice & Peace 
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and 
anxiety 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Micah 7:7 – “But as for me, I watch in 
hope for the Lord; I wait for God my Savior; my 

God will hear me.” 

As I think about the upcoming Thanksgiving 
holiday, I feel somewhat sad that I am unable to 
travel home to be with my family.  Oh, how I miss 
family gatherings. You never know how much you 
really miss something until it’s gone! The excerpt 
below is from an article I wrote some years ago 
when we lived in Hawaii, which brought back 
memories: 

“Suddenly I feel them, their grace-filled presence 
encouraging me.   I recently read an article by 
Charlene Ann Baumbich, “The Women Who’ve 
Gone Before,” reminiscing on the women in her 
circle of life who helped mold her into the person 
she is today.  It made me think of all the women in 
my family who have blessed me by the examples 
they set, the things they taught me, and how they 
strived to be women, wives, and mothers in spite of 
the hardships in their life, which anchored me.  
Since I was raised in a Christian-based household 
ever since I can remember, from the time of my 
great-grandparents, there was always God, 
scripture, and prayer, along with the tears, joys, 
and struggles of everyday life.  I remember all of us 
going to Grandma’s house over the holidays when 
I was growing up. Though I will miss Thanksgiving, 
I can reminisce on gatherings-gone-by and smile! 

Thank you to the Men’s Fellowship who continue to 
provide Thanksgiving Baskets every year to 
families that need a little help during the holiday. 
Also, a big thank you to the Food Pantry who 
provides food bags for families in WPB every 1st 
Saturday. In these days and times, the extra food 
comes in handy and is much appreciated. This 
Thanksgiving, Union will have a virtual “Thanks-
giving Toast.”  We must be innovative during this 
time of pandemic, and I believe our church has 
done that. Thank you to all our ministries for being 
resilient. Thanks to the Fellowship team and Pastor 
Sheila for coming up with ‘virtual’ Zoom fun for 
everyone! Big thanks to WAMM for keeping our 
Music ministry on-going. Special thanks to our 
Trustees and Stewardship teams who care for our 
church building and help steward the gifts that are 
received, and to our Deacons in caring for our 
members and friends. 

The next Zoom Council Meeting will be 
on December 6th at 2PM.  

Let us remember to stay prayed up for: ourselves, 
our families, our church members, our community 

and our country. Let us pray, without ceasing, for 
healing in our land. Let us remain hopeful, seek 
justice, love ALL equally, denounce racism and 
continue striving to be the Church that Christ has 
called us to be.    God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot - 
Moderator   

FOOD PANTRY 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

Our next Food Pantry is December 5, 2020.  On 
November 7th we distributed  food to 55 families 
for  a total of 192 people.  If you are interested in 
being a shopper short term or long term, please 
call Simone at 561-633-3878 or Debbie at 561-722-
0827.  As a shopper, the items purchased will be 
reimbursed to you.  Let us continue to let our light 
shine  also have a miscellaneous table with extras 
that are donated.  Washing detergent is a popular 
item and toiletries. 

 

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The Church Council has agreed with 
the recommendation of the Women's 
Fellowship Board, that the monthly 
activities of the Women's Fellowship 
will be discontinued until a time to be 
determined, when it is deemed safer 
to gather.  

One of the unfortunate consequences of this plan 
is that it will no longer be possible for the 
Fellowship to sponsor the Farmworker Children's 
Christmas event, in partnership with Church 
Women United.  We are hoping that we still will be 
able to collect children's clothing and toys from our 
own congregation and deliver them to the Title 1 
Migrant program for distribution.    

Fortunately, the Reading for Renewal Program is 
alive and well!  the new books have all been 
processed and delivered and are waiting both men 
and women in the fellowship hall bookcase.  When 
you select a book, please remember to sign the 
card and place it in the box provided.    

Let's all stay well and continue to be vigilant so that 
we may all be worshiping and in fellowship as soon 
as possible.  

 

We are in the process of 
applying for Amazon 
Smile.  Stay tune for 

more information on how 
your purchases on 

Amazon can help the 
church financially. 



2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:   

BELOVED, LOVE 

The year 2020 will be in the 
history books. We have been 
faced with many challenges in 
many areas or our lives this 
year.  It is during the most 
difficult times in life that we 
must remain hopeful and 

receive God’s promise that we are never alone, 
and the Holy Spirit is always with us.  Our Church 
as we know it has changed in many ways. We now 
have service online, thanks to the dedicated team 
that meets every Sunday.  We continue to study 
the word of God with our weekly Bible study on 
Zoom 

As Christians and believers of the promise of God, 
the Church depends on our financial support to 
continue to grow and serve all our brothers and 
sisters in the community and the world. Our Food 
Pantry continues its outreach, thanks to the 
financial contributions of our congregants and the 
many hands and hearts that serve. The people that 
come every month to receive a bog of food are 
grateful and thankful for our service. The Food 
Pantry is a great service that is touching lives and 
helping our community in many ways. Although we 
are unable to house the families in the Family 
Promise program the Church continues to support 
Family Promise with donations.  

With so much division right here in America and 
around the world, we need to continue to be the 
light of Jesus. We are asking you to make a 
financial commitment to support our Church 
mission. We all have a God given purpose to 
create change in this world. When we have a heart 
to share our financial blessings there are no limits 
to how we, the Church can make a difference in 
the world.   

You should have received a letter and pledge 
card from our Stewardship Team.   We are 
delighted to journey together in the Stewardship 
Campaign titled, "Beloved, Love!"  

We prayerfully hope you will consider responding 
to God's call for us to be the beloved people of 
God.  Please pray and seek your role and 
participation in the life of Union Congregational 
United Church of Christ. We may not be able to 
meet and greet the same but we can continue to 
encourage change by loving one another and 
caring for all God’s people.  

 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE--NOVEMBER 2020 

Perhaps you may wonder why the 
United Church of Christ and 
specifically Union Congregational 
UCC place the emphasis which 
we do on Justice. Our 

encouragement comes from both the Old and New 
Testaments. In Micah 6:8 we read “…what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love 
kindness(mercy) and to walk humbly with your 
God.” In Matthew 23:23 we read one of Jesus’ 
admonitions. “For you tithe mint, dill and cummin 
and have neglected the weightier matters of the 
law: justice and mercy and faith.” 

Justice refers not only to the justice we think of as 
being done in courts, but also how we treat others 
and especially the “widow, the orphans, the aliens 
and the poor.” (Zechariah 7:10). We find it easier to 
conduct mercy ministries because the rewards are 
greater. When we do something directly for one of 
the 4 groups that are mentioned, we often receive 
thanks not only from the recipient for our actions 
but also from the broader community who sees 
what we do and may be impressed by our actions. 
Examples of mercy ministries are a Food Bank, 
providing gifts for children at Christmas and 
volunteering at a hospital or nursing homes.  

We also are concerned about justice which is a 
more difficult activity. Through justice, we try to 
eliminate the need for many of the justice 
ministries. If people earned a living wage, fewer 
services for the poor would be needed. If we could 
reduce poverty, less need would exist for gift 
programs. These activities call for us to stand up to 
Pharaoh and call for change which will reduce the 
need for mercy ministries. That is hard work with 
few rewards because we do not personally see 
whom we help. In addition, standing up to Pharaoh 
and demanding change is very hard work and 
scary at times.  

No matter how difficult the ministries may be we 
want to recall one thing- God has promised to be 
with us and guide us. In addition, we have each 
other as people of faith to travel with us. While the 
road may be difficult and the tasks hard, let us 
remember these persons we help through our 
mercy and justice ministries are out brothers and 
sisters.  To paraphrase the song from a few years 
ago, He/she ain’t heavy, he/ she is my 
brother/sister.    

God bless, Keith Bullock, Chair.  
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      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

                          November News Especially for you:  
 


