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If we ever needed the Lord before, we sure do need
Him now. With this year’s staggering record loss
and grief, we mourn together as the beloved
community. And yet, as messengers of Christ’s love
and light, we patiently wait with hope for what is to
come.
Currently, we are in the Season of Advent. It is a
time of expectant waiting and preparation for the
celebration of Jesus at Christmas. Advent suggests
that we keep our eyes on the Star of light this month
and let it lead us triumphantly into the new year.
For many Christians, the Season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two
different perspectives. First, the Season offers the opportunity to share in the ancient
longing for the coming of the Messiah, and second, the Season prepares us to be alert for
His Second Coming.
Here, at Union, we are continuously preparing with great anticipation of Christ’s coming!
We are doing so by offering good will amongst one another and even on behalf of those
whom we have yet to meet. Praying that God continues to bless this church in ways that
affords us the opportunity of spreading the hope, peace, joy and love that was born at
Christmas!
As one poet wrote, “Let us welcome God’s bright and shining morning star, a Child born in
a manger, a Son sent to redeem the world. A Savior come to renew all things. May His
light shine on you. May His light shine through you. The light of God’s Christmas Star be
with you, in this season of new birth.”
Let us remember, that even in the midst of loss and grief, the
Star still shines brightly and continues to light our way, guiding
us into the celebration of God’s love. Let us also continue to share
the light of Christ that shines for us all, as it is a reminder of the
wondrous gift of love given to all of humanity.
Wishing You a Blessed and very Merry Christmas!
With Love,
Pastor Sheila

Charlotte Snowden's family & friends; Pastor Sheila's
Aunt Debbie & Uncle Arthur who died last week from
COVID-19; Rosemarie Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's
family & friends; Rod Jennings, Sylvian Notman's
family & friends;Dottie Boswell; LeeAnne Gesche;
Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's family; Angie Brice's
dad, Sandford; Gaidry Family; Carol Whitlock, Sam &
Cynthia Clark's family; Kitty's family & friends; family
& friends; Olga Konovalova; Jody Kistenmacher's
dad & mom, Lowel & Patricia Paschke; Rosemarie
Lightfoot's grandson, DeVon; Marjorie Hanson; Keith
& Barbara Bullock; Ruth Cassidy's brother, Paul;
Doug Cornwell's cousin, Ken Cornwell's family &
friends; Sis Murphy's family & friends; Ada Harvey's
family loss; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Kay
Koch's family & Friends; Shirley Thomas; Estelle
Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail
Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy;
Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Kay Koch's family &
friends; Ray Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend,
Grace; Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family &
Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's family &
Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea;
Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob
Modini's son, David; Linda's sister, Yvette, and
friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja;
Lillyana's mother; Fercella Panier's family & friends;
George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel,
John Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis'
friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit;
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis'
niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.;
Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and
anxiety

WELCOME ANGEL

Due to the worship
changes from the
COVID-19 pandemic,
we are grateful to add
Angel to our Worship
Team! He has helped
improve the audiovisual
for our live stream
services.

Check our Union's Anniversary Video on our website at
unionucc.net.
Hear our friends tell us why they LOVE Union!!

FOOD PANTRY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
Our next Food Pantry is January 2nd, 2021.
On December 5th we distributed food to 58
families for a total of 252 people. . The items for
the bags are listed below for the many who take
advantage of the bogo sales. If you are interested
in being a shopper short term or long term, please
call Simone at 561-633-3878 or Debbie at 561-7220827. As a shopper, the items purchased will be
reimbursed to you. God bless you and bless this
ministry that serve those who need a hand up. Let
us continue to let our light shine
Corn (2)

120

Ramon (each) (2) 140

Peas Green

70

Sauce
Pasta/Spaghetti

70

Green Beans

70

Beans Can

70

Soup

120

Peanut Butter

70

Pasta

70

Jelly

70

Rice

70

Milk Evaporated

70

Mac & Cheese

70

Tuna

70

Cereal

70

Chicken

70

Bags

120

Crackers (pack) 2 140

We also have a miscellaneous table with extras
that are donated. Washing detergent is a popular
item and toiletries.
MIGRANT FARMWORKERS
CHRISTMAS DRIVE
Women's Fellowship will not be
able to sponsor the Farmworker Children's
Christmas event this year in partnership Church
Women United because of the Pandemic.
However, we are hoping that we will be able to
collect children's clothing and toys from our
own congregation and other churches and
deliver them to the Title 1 Migrant program for
distribution.
On Sunday, December 13th, we will be available
to receive any donations from 11:00 am until
2:00 pm at our church, here at 5088 Summit
Blvd. in West Palm Beach.
Pine Jog Elementary is not having their annual
Angel Tree Christmas drive this year.

MODERATOR
Greetings All!
Happy 126th Anniversary, Union! This year has
been such a strange, unusual and somewhat
stressful one, that I completely forgot about our
church anniversary. While we were on the Zoom
‘Thanksgiving Toast’ last Sunday, Ada was the one
who reminded ne. How did I miss it?
To reiterate from my article of December 2019:
“Last year’s anniversary celebration was a huge
success! This church has withstood generations of
ministers, members and changes and is still going
strong! We must always remember our past, rejoice
in our traditions and Praise God for the Church we
are today - active, inclusive and diverse. “No matter
who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you
are welcome here”. We continue to celebrate how
far God has carried Union through the years.”
Onward to our 127th!
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace
and good will toward men.” ~Luke 2:14
In looking ahead, please mark your calendars for
our 2021 Annual Meeting on Sunday, February
7th at noon via Zoom. Please let us know if you
will join us in-person by contacting the church
office. We need to maintain the safe distancing
guidelines.
As this year is winding down, we must continue to
do what Jesus has taught us in Matthew 22:37, 39:
“You must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind …
and Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Union is indeed blessed
to be a blessing!
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot ~
Moderator

We are in the process of
applying for Amazon
Smile. Stay tuned for
more information on
how your purchases on
Amazon can help the
church financially.

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:
BELOVED, LOVE
PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to all who have
submitted your pledges for
2020. If you haven't
submitted yours, you can still
fill one out and mail it to in
5088 Summit Blvd, West Palm
Beach, FL 33415.
Or if you come in on the first
of the month or Christmas Eve you can place them
in the offering plate. An extra Stewardship card
in included in this newsletter for our
convenience. There are some extra cards on the
soundboard. Thank you...
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

Union Congregational is
126 years old this year!!!
Due to the pandemic, we are not able to host our
Annual Anniversary Celebration.
But that doesn’t mean we cannot feel the
gratitude and celebrate the many years of service
to God in our community.

Wish Union Congregational
United Church of Christ a
Happy Birthday!

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Due to Covid-19, the yearly
offerings we make as a five
for five wider mission
church were not collected.
Therefore, half of Union's
Christmas offerings will go to Union’s general
fund, and the other half will be equally divided by
One great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the
Church, Neighbors in Need and the Christmas
Fund (Retired Clergy).
The Christmas offering envelopes are included
in this newsletter.
THANKSGIVING BASKETS
Men's Fellowship would like to
thank all who participated in the
Thanksgiving Baskets program
this year. You are a blessing as
we were able to help 15 families
this year. God bless you for your
generosity.
Thank you to Men's Fellowship for coordinating
this Thanksgiving blessing!!

Ways to Congratulate Union!
1. Send in your Birthday Gift to the church ( you can use
the form below). List someone you would like to
remember, honor or recognize when you send in
your gift.
Any gift amount is welcome
And/or
2. Purchase a Sponsorship Ad in our Christmas Eve
bulletin and on our website. The Sponsorship
opportunities are listed below. Fill out the form and
email (Irma@unionucc.net) or mail back with your
check. Be sure to include exactly what your ad
should say.
These sponsorships will help us meet
our end of the year budget needs.
We will be listing our ‘Birthday Remembrances” and
“Sponsorship Ads” in the
December 24th Christmas Eve worship bulletin.

Please contact the church office for more
information.

Sponsorship Forms are included in this newsletter.

.

Union Congregational United Church of Christ
5088 Summit Boulevard
West Palm Beach, Florida 33415
(561) 686-0330
www.unionucc.net
email: office@unionucc.net

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Christmas Tidings to:

