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A band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the
East. They asked around, "Where can we find and
pay homage to the newborn king of the Jews? We
observed a star in the eastern sky that signaled his
birth. We're on a pilgrimage to worship him."
~Matthew 2:1-2

As we celebrate the coming of Christ and prepare for the year ahead, let us
meditate on the following Epiphany Blessing to help guide us along the path.
If you could see the journey whole you might never undertake it; might never dare
the first step that propels you from the place you have known toward the place you
know not. Call it one of the mercies of the road: That we see it only by stages as it
opens before us, as it comes into our keeping step by single step.
There is nothing for it but to go and by our going take the vows the pilgrim takes; to
be faithful to the next step; to rely on more than the map; to heed the signposts of
intuition and dream; to follow the star that only you will recognize; to keep an open
eye for the wonders that attend the path; to press on beyond distractions beyond
fatigue beyond what would tempt you from the way.
There are vows that only you will know; the secret promises for your particular
path and the new ones you will need to make when the road is revealed by turns you
could not have foreseen. Keep them , break them, make them again; each promise
becomes part of the path; each choice creates the road that will take you to the place
where at last you will kneel to offer the gift most needed - the gift that only you can
give - before turning to go home by another way.
May we all be followers of the Prince of Peace who teaches us the importance of
community through a Gospel of love and justice, which invites us to use our hearts,
our minds, our souls and our strength to love God and our neighbors. May God's
love and light guide us forward in peace throughout the year ahead.
Love and Peace,
Pastor Sheila

Ada Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody Kistenmacher's
family & friends; Betty Gaidry's brothers: Tim
Robinson and Joel Robinson; Steve Ventimiglia and
Niki McDanel; Charlotte Snowden's family & friends;
Pastor Sheila's Aunt Debbie & Uncle Arthur who
recently died from COVID-19; Rosemarie Lightfoot's
sister, Cheryl's family & friends; Rod Jennings,
Sylvian Notman's family & friends;Dottie Boswell;
LeeAnne Gesche; Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's
family; Angie Brice's dad, Sandford; Gaidry Family;
Carol Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Kitty's
family & friends; family & friends; Olga Konovalova;
Lowel & Patricia Paschke; Rosemarie Lightfoot's
grandson, DeVon; Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara
Bullock; Ruth Cassidy's brother, Paul; Doug
Cornwell's cousin, Ken Cornwell's family & friends;
Sis Murphy's family & friends; Ada Harvey's family
loss; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Kay Koch's
family & Friends; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci,
family & friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's
friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Sis Murphy; Rev.
Misti Johnson Arce; Kay Koch's family & friends; Ray
Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace;
Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family &
Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's family &
Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea;
Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob
Modini's son, David; Linda's sister, Yvette, and
friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja;
Lillyana's mother; Fercella Panier's family & friends;
George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel,
John Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis'
friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit;
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis'
niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Jeff Felton Jr.;
Randy; Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice &
Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims & families;
depression and anxiety

MODERATOR
Greetings Union! Welcome 2021!
We made it! Praise God for carrying us through a
very unpredictable 2020. It seems like anything
and everything that could possibly happen –
happened! We had numerous tragedies in our
families, in our communities, in our nation and in
our world. We had a pandemic that swept through
the entire world, causing nationwide shutdowns,
business and school closings, infections and death
(and we’re still battling it today). Systemic racism
became more prevalent, police brutalities
escalated, nation and world-wide protests became
our everyday reality. 2020 was also a year of
voting mishaps and travesties. What a year,
indeed! However, despite the chaos in the cosmos,
God is still in control. We had to, and still must,
look to Him for strength to carry us through these
tough times. He is the rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him. He is our provider. He is our
light in the darkness. He is our redeemer. He is our
all in all! What I’ve learned, and continue to learn
each day, is to trust God during life’s trials and to
always be thankful, no matter the circumstance. As
Lamentations 3:21-23 states, “Yet this I call to
mind and therefore I have hope. Because of
the LORD’s great love, we are not consumed, for
his compassions never fail. They are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.” In spite of it all,
God is still present. No matter where we go, what
we do or what situation we may find ourselves in,
God is still the PEACE which surpasses all
understanding. Praise God!!!
Many thanks to Pastor Sheila, the Diaconate, our
WAMM ministry team, Jane and Angel for keeping
our livestream services ongoing throughout the
past year. It was a major accomplishment for
leadership to keep the church spiritually motivated
during our stay-at-home worship times. Thumbs
up to Irma for keeping our bulletins printed and
available to view each week. Also, special thanks
to our Stewardship and Trustee ministries who
never stopped handling church business, in lieu of
the challenges at-hand. Our food pantry has been
non-stop the entire year. What a blessing to so
many in our community! Many thanks to Simone,
Debbie and all the volunteers who helped make
this possible! We continue to help feed our West
Palm Beach community, one family at a time. I
know the families appreciate it!
We have so much to be thankful for. Remember:
we are ‘blessed to be a blessing’! So, let us
continue striving to be the Church that Christ has
called us to be. Rosemarie Lightfoot - Moderator

FOOD PANTRY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
Our next Food Pantry is February 6th, 2021.
On January 2nd we distributed food to 57 families
for a total of 194 people. . The items for the bags
are listed below for the many who take advantage
of the bogo sales. If you are interested in being a
shopper short term or long term, please call
Simone at 561-633-3878 or Debbie at 561-7220827. As a shopper, the items purchased will be
reimbursed to you. God bless you and bless this
ministry that serve those who need a hand up. Let
us continue to let our light shine
Corn (2)

120

Ramon (each) (2) 140

Peas Green

70

Sauce
Pasta/Spaghetti

70

Green Beans

70

Beans Can

70

Soup

120

Peanut Butter

70

Pasta

70

Jelly

70

Rice

70

Milk Evaporated

70

Mac & Cheese

70

Tuna

70

Cereal

70

Chicken

70

Bags

120

Crackers (pack) 2 140

We also have a miscellaneous table with extras
that are donated. Washing detergent is a popular
item and toiletries.
Family Promise UPDATE: 2021
Union continues to partner with
Family Promise of North Central
Palm Beach County, although we
are not permitted to ‘host’ at this
time we still provide for the
families when asked. Our Men’s
Fellowship provided two
Thanksgiving ‘baskets’ to Family
Promise in November and most recently our
Mission Team provided mops, buckets, brooms,
dustpans and toilet brushes to the current families
– who Family Promise is ‘hosting’ in a facility they
have procured. There are currently 4 families
working on finding a home – between the 4
families there are 5 children! It is such a blessing
that Union, in this unprecedented time – when we
cannot even meet as a congregation – is able to
help these families in need. We are thankful to the
Family Promise staff – Taylor, Greg and Jane –
and to our church family for your continued
support. Happy New Year Family Promise! We
look forward to the day Union can once again host!

“Missions – a set of tasks that fulfills a purpose or
duty to teach people about Jesus Christ & His
commandment to Love God & to love others as
yourself.”
We Praise You, Oh God, for a New Year! Thank
you for guiding us safely through 2020. This past
year has not been an easy one with the pandemic
causing most churches, business and schools to
shut down and shelter at home. Our normal
meetings and mission events were placed on hold,
for the time being. We were not able to complete
some of our mission projects like the Heifer
International. The good news is, we remain a UCC
5-for-5 Church! The OCWM (Our Church’s Wider
Mission) offering is automatically paid each month
from our Mission funds. The other four were not
collected during the year. However, with Pastor
Sheila’s guidance and Council’s approval, we were
able to split the end-of-year Christmas offerings.
One half going toward the general fund and the
other half equally split between each of the four
remaining mission offerings: One Great Hour of
Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbor’s in
Need and the Christmas Fund.
Prayerfully, this year we will be able to regain
some normalcy. We will still have meetings via
email, and possibly Zoom. We will also be looking
to find ways of getting back on track with our
various mission events and projects. Our member
count remains at five, yet we will continually look to
God’s guidance as we embark on a new year of
Mission service, in His Name! Jeremiah 29:11, “I
know the plans I have for you, said the Lord...” This
scripture says it all. God has plans for Union to
continue to grow and prosper. He has given us
hope and the vision for a bright future!
As always, thank you Union Congregational for
supporting us as we make every effort to
reach our mission goals!
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Thank you for your Christmas offering!!
Due to Covid-19, the yearly
offerings we make as a five
for five church were not
collected. The collected
offering was $1005.00. This Christmas offering
was divided as such: half for the church general
fund, and half equally divided for One great Hour of
Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in
Need and Christmas Fund (Retired Clergy).

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: BELOVED,
LOVE PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to all who have
submitted your pledges for 2021.
If you haven't submitted yours,
you can still fill one out and mail
it to in 5088 Summit Blvd, West
Palm Beach, FL 33415.
Or if you come in on the first of
the month you can place them in the offering plate.
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE.
They can be picked
up at the church or if
you would like to
receive them at home
please contact the
office 561-386-0330. We will make sure you
receive them.
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

THANK YOU TO ALL OF
UNION's 126TH BIRTHDAY SPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume
Kings Association
GOLD SPONSORS
Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume
Keith & Barbara Bullock
SILVER SPONSORS
George & Joanie Gerson
Steve Gudernatch
BRONZE SPONSORS
GMA Water - Kyle Grandusky
Judith B. Mooers
Movement Arts Dance Academy - Grandusky
LeeAnne Gesch
Rod Jennings

We also would like to thank all who made a
donation in honor of Union's 126th birthday.
It is very much appreciated.

.

Our 2020 Kid's Christmas Party was a blast!
Although socially distanced, we played games, danced and had individually bagged refreshments.
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Happy New Year to:

