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Blessed be the Lord day by day, God our salvation who
carries us. ~Psalm 68:19
The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February
17th, and at 6:30PM, we plan to have a virtual fellowship,
with the option of sharing our favorite soups, followed by
our 7:00PM service. Please feel free to invite others to join
with us!
Additionally, throughout the Season of Lent, we are called
to focus on our personal spiritual growth, and to exercise
our capacity of showing love and kindness to ourselves,
and towards one another. To this end, the Lenten journey
calls upon us to praise God for blessing us with each new
day. And so, during Bible Study classes, we will explore the
ways that God’s love is guiding us through the journey.
To further enhance our time together during Lent, during worship, we will hear stories
about the Hebrew people going out of Egypt and into a new promised land. As we will
make the connection between the Hebrew’s journey, Jesus’ journey, and the journey of
disciples today. As worship remind us about the importance of having a deeper
relationship with God, and the value of having a greater understanding of our faith.
In that, our day by day journey during Lent, can help us to see how
the stories of God’s unconditional love continues in our own lived
experiences, today. As there are people like Peter who have denied
Jesus; people like Paul who were once persecutors of Jesus’ disciples;
people like Ananias who gave the gift of healing and reconciliation;
and people like Tabitha who cared for others.
Moreover, traveling faithfully through Lent reminds us that these ordinary individuals we
learn about in the Bible such as these, along those who chose to follow Jesus, were the
beginning of the worldwide church we know today. And therefore, it should not be
doubted that a group of small people, even one person, can make a significant impact on
the world, one day at a time.
Let us pray this Lenten prayer: ‘O God, you give me new life through your Son. May I
seek you with an undivided heart, and grow day by day in your likeness.’ Amen.
With God’s Love, Pastor Sheila

Ada Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody Kistenmacher's
family & friends; Betty Gaidry's brothers: Tim
Robinson and Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's
family & friends; Pastor Sheila's Aunt Debbie & Uncle
Arthur who recently died from COVID-19; Rosemarie
Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's family & friends; Rod
Jennings, Sylvian Notman's family & friends;Dottie
Boswell; LeeAnne Gesche; Jane Grandusky's niece
Emily's family; Gaidry Family; Carol Whitlock, Sam &
Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie Hanson; Keith &
Barbara Bullock; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Sis
Murphy's family & friends; George Gerson's brother,
Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family &
friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's
daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons,
Fran Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's
friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; Dottie and
Norma's friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie
Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; Linda Chapman;
Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David;
Linda's sister, Yvette, and friend Deborah; Billie Wilson
and daughter Tonja; George Gerson's family friend,
Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's daughter, Sheila;
Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father,
Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph;
Susan DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman,
Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace
efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and
anxiety

On the first Sunday of January, Epiphany Sunday, we had the joy of having Bryan Ijames sing for us
during our Communion Sunday Service.

MODERATOR
“For He himself is our peace, who has made the
two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility.” ~ Ephesians 2:14
February has arrived already! It seems that
January flew by very quickly! With everything that
has transpired over the past year, this year of 2021
has finally brought us a breath of positivity. The
pandemic is still ever-present, yet COVID-19
vaccines are being made available. Even though
the donning of masks, sanitizations and safe
distancing is still the norm, the horizon looks
brighter. Protests and racism still exist, yet there
are measures being put into place to at least try to
address the issues at hand. There is a renewed
sense of hope with the recently installed
government. Let’s remember, whenever it seems
that evil is winning in our world, we must not give in
or try to fight it in our own strength. Instead, we
have to continually resist it by putting on the ‘full
armor of God’ (Ephesians 6:13-18). Equipped by
the Holy Spirit, we can stand firm in the face of
anything. (Excerpts in italics are from ‘Our Daily
Bread’).
As Pastor Sheila stated during her
January 31st sermon, we must ‘seek God’s
guidance’ so that we are ‘able to offer kind words
and acts toward one another’. Get into ‘good
trouble’!
I’m reminded of a video that was
played during our Ecumenical Sunday
Service on January 24th. A group of Canadian
singers presented a rendition of “Lean on Me” (by
Bill Withers) via Zoom. It was awesomely beautiful!
They sang it to thank all healthcare and essential
workers during the pandemic. The words of the
song ring true every day. We just have to believe
and adhere to the words: “Sometimes in our lives,
we all have pain, we all have sorrow. But if we are
wise, we know that there’s always tomorrow. Lean
on me when you’re not strong, and I’ll be your
friend, I’ll help you carry on. For, it won’t be long till
I’m gonna need somebody to lean on. Just call on
me brother (sister) when you need a hand. We all
need somebody to lean on.” So apropos for these
days and times that we’re living in right now. We
need each other.
As a church, we must be the lighthouse on the
corner that is a welcoming beacon to
those who are seeking shelter from the
storms of this world. We must be the
hand reaching out to help a brother or
sister in need. It reminds me that no matter what’s
going on in my own personal life, my lamp has to
stay lit. I can't let it burn out. That applies to each

of us. We have to continue hearing and studying
the Word (Worship Services), stay in constant
prayer for our nation, be encouraged by meeting
regularly with other believers (Bible Study), and
keep pressing toward the upward calling of God
with the good of others in mind (Ministry Teams).
These things will help us to stand when we
encounter darkness. Our lights must stay lit and
continue to shine so that others will be drawn to
Christ, through us.
Let us continue to strive to be the church that God
has called us to be. Our motto stands true: No
matter who you are, or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here! At Union
Congregational Church, you can ‘lean’ on us!
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot, Moderator
FOOD PANTRY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT.
Our next Food Pantry is
March 6th, 2021.
On January 2nd we distributed
food to 57 families for a total of 194 people. . The
items for the bags are listed below for the many
who take advantage of the bogo sales. If you are
interested in being a shopper short term or long
term, please call Simone at 561-633-3878 or
Debbie at 561-722-0827. As a shopper, the items
purchased will be reimbursed to you. God bless
Corn (2)

120

Ramon (each) (2) 140

Peas Green

70

Sauce
Pasta/Spaghetti

70

Green Beans

70

Beans Can

70

Soup

120

Peanut Butter

70

Pasta

70

Jelly

70

Rice

70

Milk Evaporated

70

Mac & Cheese

70

Tuna

70

Cereal

70

Chicken

70

Bags

120

Crackers (pack) 2 140

you and bless this ministry that serve those who
need a hand up. Let us continue to let our light
shine
We also have a miscellaneous table with extras
that are donated. Washing detergent is a popular
item and toiletries.

SENIOR HOUSING UPDATE
The latest update from the Project
Management Team (PMT) brings the
news that Union will not be working
with United Church Building & Loan
Fund to manage the project and be our Owner’s
Representative. We came to a mutual agreement
to sever ties in early November. With that said, we
do have a Developer’s Agreement in hand and
have shared that with a local attorney to get advice
and perhaps hire this land-use attorney to get us
through the re-zoning phase of the project. We
have not finalized the attorney as yet, so if there is
an attorney anyone knows who could help us with
this project, we would like the name. In addition,
as a team we have met with the developer, Green
Mills, to go over exactly what all is involved in
getting the tax credits to build the project and
answer any questions we might have. The
developer is still excited about the project and feels
we have a wonderful, doable affordable senior
living opportunity for our property. The pandemic
has slowed things down for us for sure – but it is a
new year – with new hope for health and
prosperity. May God be with our church as we
work to create possibilities for our community.
Your Project Management Team
John Webster, Rose Lightfoot, Keith Bullock, Jane
Grandusky, Pastor Sheila
2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: BELOVED,
LOVE PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to all who have
submitted your pledges for 2021.
If you haven't submitted yours,
you can still fill one out and mail
it to in 5088 Summit Blvd, West
Palm Beach, FL 33415.
Or if you come in on the first of
the month you can place them in the offering plate.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE.
They can be picked up at
the church or if you
would like to receive
them at home please
contact the office 561386-0330. We will make
sure you receive them.
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

‘Missions – a set of tasks that fulfills a purpose, to
teach people about Jesus Christ, to Love God and
to love others as yourself.’
It's February, already! Our mission each year is to
participate in the UCC’s 5 for 5 mission offerings
while also trying to find more ways to help those in
need. We have not yet figured out how we’re going
to approach the offerings, since we’re still not fully
back to normal, but we’re working on it. Our
Mission team’s goal is to do as Hebrews 13:6
states, “...to do good & share with those in need.”
Our food pantry has been consistent throughout
the past year and up to now. Food bags are
handed out every 1st Saturday of each month to
help feed individuals and families in West Palm
Beach. Our pantry’s goal is to help stomp out
hunger one family at a time. We also continue to
help provide resources for the Family Promise
program, as the needs arise. Even though we are
unable to house families because of the ongoing
pandemic, we will continue to support them with
monetary gifts, infant clothing, and other items of
need. Much thanks to Jane and Judith, our cocoordinators, who remain in contact with Family
Promise and keep us updated.
There is a Gleaning Day coming up on Saturday,
February 27th. Judith is the go-to person for this
annual project. Due to the on-going virus, they are
only allowing a limit of ten people and a one-isle
distance between gleaners for safety. If you’re
interested, please contact Judith.
Let us continue to strive for more, more love, more
grace, more patience, more peace, more of God!
The year 2021 offers us another chance to strive
for more & to be more like Christ, daily! We’re on a
continual
‘Mission’!
Thank
you
Union
Congregational for supporting every effort to reach
our mission goals!
God Bless, Rosemarie Lightfoot - Chairperson
A MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEES
Each year our church pays dues of $15.00
per member to the Florida Conference
United Church of Christ. Our dues go to
assist the state organization’s endeavors in
working for and with our state churches and
missions. At Union, we ask our members to help
defray some of this expense to our general fund by
donating an additional $15.00. If you are able to
contribute to this cause, please make your check
out to Union Congregation Church and note that it
is for “Per Capita Dues”. Thank you.

.

February as Black History Month
Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially
designated the month of February as Black
History Month, which is an annual celebration
of achievements by Black Americans and a
time for recognizing the central role of African
Americans in U.S. history. Black History Month
grew out of “Negro History Week,” the
brainchild of historian Carter G. Woodson and
other prominent African American people.
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