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Early last year, I travelled to Memphis, Tennessee for a gathering
of the United Church of Christ related agencies, who are doing the
work of God in the world. As these agencies were birthed by local
UCC churches, and they provide services on behalf of those in
need, which include: affordable senior housing, comprehensive
children’s services, and independent living for persons who are
differently abled.
In reflecting upon the gathering, it is fitting to share that we
began our time together visiting the Civil Rights Museum at the
Lorraine Motel, the place where the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was assassinated. It was a way of grounding us for the good work that we all do on behalf of
others. In that, we believe in a more just world for all people, even in the face of unjust systems and
harsh tactics.
Going through the museum reminded us all of humanity at its worse, but also, at its best. As there
were films, photos, letters, and images of a time… not too long ago, in our American history that
marked lynching, beating, shooting, and other forms of domestic terrorism. And yet, in those
moments, we also witnessed an American history that demonstrated the power of goodness over
evil. These demonstrations of people getting into ‘good trouble’ were exampled by courageous
Freedom Riders and bold faith leaders who spoke out for the equal rights of all people by joining
together in the peaceful civil rights marches. As the museum reflects the faithful movement of
people brought together from different genders, races, religions, socio-economic status and regions,
who trusted that God was with them each step of the way.
Like those memorialized in the museum, we, too, are called by God to journey together in faithful
movement, trusting that we can overcome bad actions with good deeds. We are called to be the
courageous believers who move forward in love for all people, even when it is awkward, unpopular,
or difficult to do so. As the journey of hope found in our American history is
also exampled in our hope found in Christ, who taught us that the greatest
of the commandments is to love God, love ourselves, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves. May it be so. Amen.
With God’s Love,
Pastor Sheila

Nuñez family; Pastor Sheila's cousin, Gregory Lee and
family; Ada Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody
Kistenmacher's family & friends; Betty Gaidry's
brothers: Tim Robinson and Joel Robinson; Charlotte
Snowden's family & friends; Pastor Sheila's Aunt
Debbie & Uncle Arthur who recently died from COVID19; Rosemarie Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's family &
friends; Rod Jennings, Sylvian Notman's family &
friends;Dottie Boswell; LeeAnne Gesche; Jane
Grandusky's niece Emily's family; Gaidry Family;
Carol Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie
Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; Ruth Cassidy's
husband, Bill; Sis Murphy's family & friends; George
Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle
Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail
Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti
Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's
friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall
Family & Friends; Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's
family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter
Chea; Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura;
Bob Modini's son, David; Linda's sister, Yvette, and
friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja;
George Gerson's family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John
Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend,
Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard
Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece,
Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Holly Dozier;
Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID
-19 victims & families; depression and anxiety

Justice & Local Church
Ministries

FOOD PANTRY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT.
The Food Pantry continues to serve our
community. On February 6th we served 74
families for a total of 262 people! We are
blessed to have a church family that supports this
ministry financially, by contributing food items and
by shopping. The list of items is below for those
shoppers that catch the bogo sales. We thank you
for all you do to provide food to many in our
community that need a hand. God bless you.
Our next food pantry dates are March 6 and
April 3rd, 2021.
Corn (2)

120

Ramon (each) (2)

140

Peas Green

70

Sauce
Pasta/Spaghetti

70

Green Beans

70

Beans Can

70

Soup

120

Peanut Butter

70

Pasta

70

Jelly

70

Rice

70

Milk Evaporated

70

Mac & Cheese

70

Tuna

70

Cereal

70

Chicken

70

Bags

120

Crackers (pack) 2 140

SENIOR HOUSING UPDATE
The latest update from the Project
Management Team (PMT) brings the
news that Union will not be working
with United Church Building & Loan
Fund to manage the project and be our Owner’s
Representative. We came to a mutual agreement
to sever ties in early November. With that said, we
do have a Developer’s Agreement in hand and
have shared that with a local attorney to get advice
and perhaps hire this land-use attorney to get us
through the re-zoning phase of the project. We
have not finalized the attorney as yet, so if there is
an attorney anyone knows who could help us with
this project, we would like the name. In addition,
as a team we have met with the developer, Green
Mills, to go over exactly what all is involved in
getting the tax credits to build the project and
answer any questions we might have. The
developer is still excited about the project and feels
we have a wonderful, doable affordable senior
living opportunity for our property. The pandemic
has slowed things down for us for sure – but it is a
new year – with new hope for health and
prosperity. May God be with our church as we
work to create possibilities for our community.
Your Project Management Team
John Webster, Rose Lightfoot, Keith Bullock, Jane
Grandusky, Pastor Sheila
JUSTICE & PEACE
If you would like ideas on what to do for justice
& Peace go to the UCC.org website
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-localchurch-ministries/

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: BELOVED,
LOVE PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to all who have
submitted your pledges for
2021. If you haven't
submitted yours, you can still
fill one out and mail it to:
5088 Summit Blvd, West
Palm Beach, FL 33415.
Or if you come in on the first
of the month you can place
them in the offering plate.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE.
They can be picked
up at the church or if
you would like to
receive them at home
please contact the
office 561-386-0330.
We will make sure
you receive them.
If you would like to help defray the cost of the
offering envelopes please contribute to the
initial offering fund. Any amount is appreciated.
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

A MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEES
Each year our church pays dues
of $15.00 per member to the
Florida Conference United
Church of Christ. Our dues go to
assist the state organization’s
endeavors in working for and
with our state churches and
missions. At Union, we ask our
members to help defray some of
this expense to our general fund
by donating an additional $15.00. If you are able
to contribute to this cause, please make your
check out to Union Congregation Church and note
that it is for “Per Capita Dues”.
Thank you.

.
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