
 



 UNION CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love, 
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 11, 2021 
 

*Those who wish may stand. 

 
 

      ENTER TO WORSHIP 

 
GATHERING BELLS      Chimes     

When you hear the bells, please gather.  Be seated and prepare for worship. 
Lighting the Candle we remember God’s presence with us. 

 

PRELUDE     
 

 

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
INTROIT       "Christ Rose Up from the Dead!" 

   Vocalist:  Catherine Briggs 
 

Refrain:  Christ rose, Christ rose, Christ rose up from the dead, Christ rose, Christ 
rose, Christ rose from the dead, Christ rose.   Christ rose, Christ rose up from the 
dead, and God’s grace will bear my spirit home. 
 
An angel came from heaven and rolled away the stone, an angel came from heaven 
and rolled away the stone.  An angel came from heaven and rolled away the stone, 
and God’s grace will bear my spirit home.   R 
 
Oh, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb, oh, Mary, she came running 
and found an empty tomb. Oh, Mary, she came running and found an empty tomb,  
and God’s grace will bear my spirit home.  R 

 

  No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
 

* Chorus: 
We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have    
joined our spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          

One: Christ has risen,  

All: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  



One: We gather to worship the risen Christ, Conqueror of death.  

All: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

One: We lift up praise to the risen Christ, Redeemer of all life.  

All: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

One: We give thanks to the risen Christ, Giver of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

One: Christ has risen,  

All: Christ is risen indeed! 

 
INVOCATION 
 Christ is with us! 
      Christ is in our midst! 
 

Resurrected Christ, the one who has overcome death and doors alike, we 
recognize that any gathering of believers is sacred. Fill this space with your 
abundant joy and send out any hint of scarcity. God, we know that you meet us 
exactly where we are. We thank you for coming to us in the way that we need. 
When our faith is shaky, and we say, “unless I see...” you come to us with 
outstretched hands. Hands and sides which bear the marks of your sacrifice for 
us. You give us unconditional love, unwavering presence, and abundant grace. 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE      “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER         
 
   Sharing Joys and Concerns   
 
     The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE   "I Love My God, Who Heard My Cry" 

What I love my God, who heard my cry and pitied every groan.   
Long as I live and troubles rise, I’ll hasten to God’s throne. 
I love my God, who heard my cry and chased my grief away.   
O let my heart no more despair while I have breath to pray.  

 
OFFERTORY                    "Halle, Halle, Hallelujah" 

Hal-le, Hal-le, Halle-lu-jah, Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le lu-jah. 
Hal-le, Hal-le, Halle-lu-jah, hal-le lu-jah, hallelujah   (Repeat) 

 



*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done: 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 
Psalm 133 
How very good and pleasant it is 
   when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, 
   running down upon the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, 
   running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon, 
   which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there God ordained the blessing, 
   the blessing of life forevermore.  
 
John 20:19-31 

Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked 
all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” 
Then he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples, seeing the Master with their own 
eyes, were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent 
me, I send you.”  Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy 
Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive 
sins, what are you going to do with them?”  But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of 
the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the 
Master.”  But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail 
holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.” Eight days later, his disciples were 
again in the room. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors, 
stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.”  Then he focused his attention on Thomas. 
“Take your finger and examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be 
unbelieving. Believe.”  Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”  Jesus said, “So, you believe 
because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings are in store for those who 
believe without seeing.”  Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down 
in this book. These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 



of God, and in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally 
revealed it. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 
SONG OF PREPARATION       “In Christ Alone”     Arr. Lloyd Larson 

                Soloist: Catherine Briggs  
 

SERMON                       "Marks of Faith"        Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume 
 
*CLOSING HYMN  “Be Not Dismayed” (God Will Take Care of You) 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE POSTLUDE    

DEPART TO SERVE 
 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are 
visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering 

envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary 
for your convenience. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE USHERS. If you are hearing 
impaired, you are welcome to use the sound amplifying devices on the soundboard. 

Participating in Today’s Service:      
Readers               George Gerson, Sabita Shah 

Joys: Our Church Family!   Birthdays in April!  Live Streaming!  

LEEANNE GESCH 

Our beloved friend, LeeAnne Gesch passed away on March 24. At the 
approval of the family, LeeAnne received a private prayer service following her 
passing. She has been a member of Union for over 40 years, and was loved 
dearly.  Please keep LeeAnne’s family and friends in prayer. 

Concerns: Norma Grassman; Betty Gaidry, family & friends; Lynne 
Baldwin, family & friends; Deedee Sweeting; LeeAnne Gesche’s family & 
friends; Nuñez family; Pastor Sheila's cousin, Gregory Lee and family; Ada 
Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody Kistenmacher's family & friends;  Betty 
Gaidry's brothers: Tim Robinson and Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's 
family & friends; Pastor Sheila's Aunt Debbie & Uncle Arthur who recently 

died from COVID-19; Rosemarie Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's family & friends; Rod Jennings, 
Sylvian Notman's family & friends;Dottie Boswell; Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's family;  
Gaidry Family; Carol Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family;  Marjorie Hanson; Keith & 
Barbara Bullock; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill;  Sis Murphy's family & friends; George 
Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser's 
sister; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce;  Ray Lyons, Fran 
Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; 
Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter 
Chea; Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David;  Linda's 
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sister, Yvette, and friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; George Gerson's 
family friend, Lilly; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, 
Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan 
DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman,  Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice 
& Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims & families; depression and anxiety 

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar.  We have a flower 

chart for sign-ups, or just call the office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net.  Garden flowers are $10 and floral 

arrangements are $35.  As an added bonus you can list the flowers in 
the bulletin in memory or in honor of someone or something.   And 

you are welcome to take the $35 arrangement home. 

CHURCH REOPENING  
Phase II - The Church reopens on the first Sundays of the month.  May 2nd we will open 

with a limited capacity of 25 congregants. Please contact the church office to let us 
know if your able to join us!!  We are accepting call-ins or emails to the office on a 
first-come basis.  The Facebook Livestreaming and conference call-in will continue 

to be an option for you to participate in worship.  Email:  office@unionucc.net 
Phone:  561-686-0330 (leave a message)   

 

   EASTER SUNDAY 

Thank you to all who were able to attend Easter 
Sunday Service last Sunday.   It was a blessing to 

get together and worship again.   

 

CHILDREN’S EASTER PARTY  

We would also like to thank all those who helped in the planning, 
preparations and setting up for Easter Sunday and the Children’s Easter 

party.   Thank you to the Diaconate, WAMM, Christian Education and 
Youth Ministries for their support and help.   
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 
Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume 
Musicians Kimia Rafieian 
Vocalist Catherine Briggs 
Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 
Office - Irma Carreras  irma@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 
Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 
Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 
National UCC: www.ucc.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday through Friday by appointment due to COVID-19. 
Please call to confirm someone will be in the office.  

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 
 

APRIL 11, 2021 
10:00 AM Worship - Facebook Live Streaming 

For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call.  This will 
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday 
Worship Service.  The number is 712-775-7031.  It will ask you for a code: 885-
893.  You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.   

 
11:15 AM Children's Moment - Kids Zoom Sunday School 
  Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950           Password: 5YS1sc   
 
  4:30 PM Trustees Meeting Zoom 
 

Wednesday   -   7 PM Bible Study - Please join us for our next Bible Study Series.  We will 
explore how the message of God speaks to the ways we are called to love 
each other as the beloved community.     

 Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950    Passcode: 5YS1sc 

 
Next Sunday, April 18, 2021  
10:00 AM Worship - Facebook Live Streaming 

For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call.  This will 
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday 
Worship Service.  The number is 712-775-7031.  It will ask you for a code: 885-
893.  You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.   

 
11:15 AM Children's Moment - Kids Zoom Sunday School 
  Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950           Password: 5YS1sc   
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