UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We welcome all people to experience God’s love,
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
COMMUNION SUNDAY
MAY 2, 2021
*Those who wish may stand.

ENTER TO WORSHIP
GATHERING BELLS
Chimes
When you hear the bells, please gather. Be seated and prepare for worship.
Lighting the Candle we remember God’s presence with us.
PRELUDE
THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Words of Welcome & Announcements
INTROIT
"De Colores"
De colores, de colores se visten los campos en la primavera. De colores, de
colores son los pajaritos que vienen de afuera De colores, de colores el arcoíris
que vemos salir, y por eso los grandes amores de muchos colores me gustan a
mi, y por eso los grandes amores de muchos colores me gustan a mi.
Sing of colors, sing of colors that over the hills in profusion are springing; Sing of
colors, of the birds that fly outside my window their canticles singing; Sing of
colors, in the rainbow's bright colors God's promise of hope we recall; Sing of
colors that make up the earth and give thanks to the God who created us all. sing
of colors that make up the earth and give thanks to the God who created us all.
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
*Chorus:
We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have
joined our spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: As we gather, may we open our hearts to receive newness of life.
All: We come with hope for renewal.
One: In our time of worship, may we be inspired by God’s wisdom.

All: We come seeking to learn and to draw closer to God.
One: Come, let us worship, as the beloved children of God.
INVOCATION
Christ is with us!
Christ is in our midst!

Cultivating God, we come as your children to grow and learn,
because you are our divine vine grower. God, we desire for you to
abide within us, and for your grace to be revealed anew daily. As your
branches, we ask you to nourish us for continued growth. May you
transform our hearts and minds as we hear your Word, sing your
praises, and engage in holy dialogue through prayer.
May you help us to bear good fruit through the vine of Jesus Christ. In Whose
name we pray, Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

PASTORAL PRAYER
Sharing Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

"In Christ There Is No East or West"

In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; But one
community of love throughout the whole wide earth.
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; God’s service
is the golden cord close binding human kind.
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, and neither slave nor free; for men and women
live in God, and all are kin to me.
In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North; One
joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
Today we are invited to become deeply attached, close, and loyal as branches who are
connected with Jesus Christ, our vine. In other words, we are to bear fruit with a spirit of love
by helping each other, reaching out to each other, and encouraging each other in our daily
faith pilgrimage. As it is written in the wisdom book of Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, that “Two are
better than one, because if they fall, one will lift up the other; but for the one who is alone and
falls, there is not another to lift that person up.”
So, let our offering lift up one another in God’s love that abides in times of sadness, loss and
grief. Let our offering lift up one another in God’s love that abides in times of hopelessness,
brokenness and failure. Let our offering be a thanksgiving of God’s love that abides within us
times of hopefulness, forgiveness, unity, and peace. And let us accept God’s invitation to be
ever-present in times of deep despair, and in times of great joy.
Now, let us offer ourselves in gratitude and with generosity, as fruits representing the abiding
goodness of God.
OFFERTORY
"Lean on Me"
Sometimes in our lives, We all have pain, We all have sorrow, But if we are wise, We know
that there's always tomorrow.
Lean on me, When you're not strong, And I'll be your friend, I'll help you carry on...
For it won't be long, Till I'm gonna need somebody to lean on,
Please swallow your pride, If I have things you need to borrow, For no one can fill, Those
of your needs that you won't let show,
You just call on me brother when you need a hand, We all need somebody to lean on.
I just might have a problem that you'll understand, We all need somebody to lean on
Lean on me, When you're not strong, And I'll be your friend, I'll help you carry on...
For it won't be long, Till I'm gonna need somebody to lean on
You just call on me brother, When you need a hand, We all need somebody to lean on
I just might have a problem that you'll understand, We all need somebody to lean on
If there is a load you have to bear, That you can't carry, I'm right up the road, I'll share your
load, If you just call me
Call me, If you need a friend, (Call me), Call me (call me), If you need a friend, (Call me)
If you ever need a friend, (Call me) Call me, (Call me) Call me, (Call me) Call me, (Call
me) Call me, (Call me) (repeat)
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT
Generous God, we offer you the fruits of our time, talents and resources in celebration of all
that we have been given. Loving God, we give you thanks for all that we have and ask a
special blessing on the fruits we have given back to help meet the needs of your beloved
community. May the gifts nourish and strengthen the community to grow spiritually,
emotionally, and physically. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
READING OF SCRIPTURES
Acts 8:26-40
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like
a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture,
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from
being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch,
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Psalm 22:25-31
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear God.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek God shall praise God. May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to God;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before God.
For dominion belongs to God,
and God rules over the nations.
To God, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before God shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for God.
Posterity will serve God;
future generations will be told about God,

and proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that God has done it.
John 15:1-8
I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every branch of me that doesn’t
bear grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes back so it will bear even
more. You are already pruned back by the message I have spoken. “Live in me. Make your
home in me just as I do in you. In the same way that a branch can’t bear grapes by itself but
only by being joined to the vine, you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with me.
“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I with you, the relation
intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a
thing. Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire.
But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be
sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows
who he is—when you produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples.
Thanks be to God!
SONG OF PREPARATION

“We Are Called”
Volcalist, Catherine Briggs

SERMON

"Abiding In Love"

Mark Hayes
Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you,
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
The gifts of creation are on the table.
The dreams of God are set before us.
Let us give thanks for God’s gifts.
At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise.
Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in Bethlehem
and who grew up in Nazareth.
All: We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend.
Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace and
justice, of love and blessing.
All: He called it the Kingdom of God.
Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them to love
one another as he had loved them. We remember that Jesus said, “Every time you take the
bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you are to remember
me.”
All: Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we are
indeed one body! As many as we are, we are one in Christ.

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered into
Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the table of the
Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve him. Pour out your
Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify for us the body and blood
of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May Christ’s loving spirit work
through us to serve and renew the world God loves.
All: All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever. Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
COMMUNION HYMN

"Let Us Break Bread Together"

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God,
have mercy on me.
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. R
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our knees. R
(Please wait until everyone has received the elements before partaking.)
ALLELUIA

*CLOSING HYMN

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by our Love”

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
Let us go forth thankful that we have come. Let us go forth renewed in God’s abiding love.
And let us go forth rejoicing in the Good News, of Jesus Christ, whose love will never let us
go. Amen.
THE POSTLUDE
DEPART TO SERVE
We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship. If you are
visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering
envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the
sanctuary for your convenience.

Participating in Today’s Service:
Readers
George Gerson, Sabita Shah
Joys:
Communion Sunday! Our Church Family! Live Streaming!
Concerns: Rose Lightfoot’s daughter, Sarrina and mother, Priscilla; Pastor
Sheila’s mom, Linda; Jim Gaidry; George Gerson's family friend, Michael
Mounin; Norma Grassman; Betty Gaidry, family & friends; Lynne Baldwin,
family & friends; Deedee Sweeting; LeeAnne Gesche’s family & friends;
Nuñez family; Pastor Sheila's cousin, Gregory Lee and family; Ada
Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody Kistenmacher's family & friends; Betty
Gaidry's brothers: Tim Robinson and Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's family & friends;
Pastor Sheila's Aunt Debbie & Uncle Arthur who recently died from COVID-19; Rosemarie
Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's family & friends; Rod Jennings, Sylvian Notman's family &
friends;Dottie Boswell; Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's family; Gaidry Family; Carol
Whitlock, Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock; Ruth
Cassidy's husband, Bill; Sis Murphy's family & friends; George Gerson's brother, Jerome;
Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser's sister; Gail Fei's friend,
Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons, Fran Whitney; Melanie's
friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends; Dottie and Norma's
friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter Chea; Linda
Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David; Linda's sister, Yvette, and
friend Deborah; Billie Wilson and daughter Tonja; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's daughter,
Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend, Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard
Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Susan DiAmicis' niece, Stephanie; Isabelle Chapman, Holly
Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims & families;
depression and anxiety
CHURCH REOPENING
Phase II - The Church reopens on the first Sundays of the month.
May 2nd we will open with a limited capacity of 25 congregants. Next Sunday,
May 9th Mother’s Day the Church will have an outside service open to all who
would like to attend. Please contact the church office to let us know if your able
to join us!! We are accepting call-ins or emails to the office to ensure there are enough
seating for all. The Facebook Livestreaming and conference call-in will continue to be an
option for you to participate in worship.
Email: office@unionucc.net Phone: 561-686-0330 (leave a message)
REGISTRATION BEGINS ON MAY 1, 2021

UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33415
Ministers of the Church
All of Us
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume
Musician
Robiyakhon Akromova
Email Address:
Pastor Sheila
sheila@unionucc.net
Office - Irma Carreras
irma@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net
Union Congregational Church, UCC:
unionucc.net
Florida Conference, UCC
www.uccfla.org
National UCC:
www.ucc.org

Office Hours: Monday through Friday by appointment due to COVID-19.
Please call to confirm someone will be in the office.

Office Phone: 561-686-0330 - please leave a message.
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news.
THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC
Sunday, MAY 2, 2021
10:00 AM Worship - Communion Sunday – Open to 25 Congregants & Live Streaming
on Facebook
For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call. This will
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday
Worship Service. The number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885893. You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.
11:15 AM Children's Moment - Kids Zoom Sunday School
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950
Password: 5YS1sc
Wednesday - 7 PM Bible Study - Please join us for our next Bible Study Series. We will
explore how the message of God speaks to the ways we are called to love
each other as the beloved community.
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 682 587 5950

Passcode: 5YS1sc

Next Sunday, MAY 9, 2021
10:00 AM Worship – Mother’s Day – Outside Service Open to all & Facebook Live
Streaming
For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call. This will
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday
Worship Service. The number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885893. You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.

Join us on

