UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We welcome all people to experience God’s love,
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
JULY 25, 2021
*Those who wish may stand.

ENTER TO WORSHIP
GATHERING BELLS
Chimes
When you hear the bells, please gather. Be seated and prepare for worship.
Lighting the Candle we remember God’s presence with us.
PRELUDE

“You are Welcome Here”

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Words of Welcome & Announcements
INTROIT

"There's a Spirit of Love in this Place"

There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place. You can't
see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air. There’s a spirit of love in this place.
Refrain: O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name.
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place.
There’s a presence of peace in this room, there's the presence of peace in this
room. In God’s tenderness is found peace that passes human bounds. There’s
the presence of peace in this room. Refrain
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
*Chorus:
We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have
joined our spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Today, we gather to worship God who is generous, who provides more than enough
even if we feel we don’t deserve it.
All: Today, we gather to worship God, who is generous.
INVOCATION
Christ is with us!
Christ is in our midst!

God who is large enough to fill everything (no matter how high, or broad, or long, or
deep), we worship you today. God who can ease into small spaces and find us when
we need you, we worship you today. God who is alongside your people, we worship
you today. Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

PASTORAL PRAYER
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Song:

“You are My Strength”

Pastor Sheila

You are my strength, strength like no other. Strength like no other reached to me.
You are my hope, hope like no other. Hope like no other reaches to me.
You are my strength, strength like no other. Strength like no other reached to me.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

"I Love You, Lord"

I love you, Lord. And I lift my voice to worship you, O my soul, rejoice! Take joy, my
King, in what you hear: may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.
OFFERTORY

"Give Thanks"

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks-because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks--because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son.
And now let the weak say: "I am strong" Let the poor say: "I am rich"
Because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks.
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT

READING OF SCRIPTURES
2 Samuel 11:1-15
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But
David remained at Jerusalem.
It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on
the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very
beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is
Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her
period.) Then she returned to her house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told
David, “I am pregnant.”
So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David.
When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was
going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went
out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the
entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his
house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You
have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to
David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of
my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” Then David
said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah
remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his
presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the
servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.
In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he
wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that
he may be struck down and die.”
Fools say in their hearts, "There is no God."
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.
God looks down from heaven on humankind
to see if there are any who are wise, who seek after God.
They have all gone astray, they are all alike perverse;
there is no one who does good, no, not one.
Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread,
and do not call upon God?
There they shall be in great terror,
for God is with the company of the righteous.
You would confound the plans of the poor,
but the Lord is their refuge.
O that deliverance for Israel
would come from Zion!

When God restores the fortunes of God's people,
Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad.
John 6:1-21
After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee (some call it Tiberias). A huge crowd followed
him, attracted by the miracles they had seen him do among the sick. When he got to the
other side, he climbed a hill and sat down, surrounded by his disciples. It was nearly time for
the Feast of Passover, kept annually by the Jews. When Jesus looked out and saw that a
large crowd had arrived, he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread to feed these people?”
He said this to stretch Philip’s faith. He already knew what he was going to do. Philip
answered, “Two hundred silver pieces wouldn’t be enough to buy bread for each person to
get a piece.” One of the disciples—it was Andrew, brother to Simon Peter—said, “There’s a
little boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But that’s a drop in the bucket for a
crowd like this.” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” There was a nice carpet of green
grass in this place. They sat down, about five thousand of them. Then Jesus took the bread
and, having given thanks, gave it to those who were seated. He did the same with the fish. All
ate as much as they wanted. When the people had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples,
“Gather the leftovers so nothing is wasted.” They went to work and filled twelve large baskets
with leftovers from the five barley loaves. The people realized that God was at work among
them in what Jesus had just done. They said, “This is the Prophet for sure, God’s Prophet
right here in Galilee!” Jesus saw that in their enthusiasm, they were about to grab him and
make him king, so he slipped off and went back up the mountain to be by himself. In the
evening his disciples went down to the sea, got in the boat, and headed back across the
water to Capernaum. It had grown quite dark and Jesus had not yet returned. A huge wind
blew up, churning the sea. They were maybe three or four miles out when they saw Jesus
walking on the sea, quite near the boat. They were scared senseless, but he reassured them,
“It’s me. It’s all right. Don’t be afraid.” So they took him on board. In no time they reached
land—the exact spot they were headed to.
Thanks be to God!
SONG OF PREPARATION

“Surely the Presence of the Lord Is In This Place”
Vocalist, Bryan Ijames

SERMON
*CLOSING HYMN

"God’s Abundant Presence"

Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume

“Since Jesus Came into My Heart”

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE
DEPART TO SERVE
We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship. If you are
visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.
Offering envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the
sanctuary for your convenience.

Participating in Today’s Service:
Readers

George Gerson, Sabita Shah

Joys: All Birthdays in July! Our Church Family! Live Streaming!
Concerns:
Jane Grandusky family & friends; Dottie hospitalized due to
COVID-19; Charles family and friends; Carolyn McElory family & Friends; Lin
McNaughton family & Friends; Lillian Fish family & friends; Linda Padmore;
Kathy Church & Lori Schenone; Rose Lightfoot’s daughter, Sarrina and
mother, Priscilla; Pastor Sheila’s mom, Linda; Jim Gaidry; George Gerson's family friend,
Michael Mounin; Norma Grassman; Betty Gaidry, family & friends; Lynne Baldwin, family &
friends; Deedee Sweeting; LeeAnne Gesche’s family & friends; Nuñez family; Pastor
Sheila's cousin, Gregory Lee and family; Ada Harvey's niece, Danielle; Jody
Kistenmacher's family & friends; Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel Robinson; Charlotte
Snowden's family & friends; Pastor Sheila's Aunt Debbie & Uncle Arthur who recently died
from COVID-19; Rosemarie Lightfoot's sister, Cheryl's family & friends; Rod Jennings,
Sylvian Notman's family & friends;Dottie Boswell; Jane Grandusky's niece Emily's family;
Gaidry Family; Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie Hanson; Keith & Barbara Bullock;
Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Sis Murphy's family & friends; George Gerson's brother,
Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser family & Friends;
Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons, Fr an
Whitney; Melanie's friend, Grace; Debbie Bott's friend, Barbara; Schall Family & Friends;
Dottie and Norma's friend, Sharon's family & Friends; Debbie Chea's brother, Joseph Peter
Chea; Linda Chapman; Jan Mark's daughter, Laura; Bob Modini's son, David; Billie Wilson
and daughter Tonja; Ruth Dietel, John Webster's daughter, Sheila; Joanna Hollis' friend,
Drew; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle
Chapman, Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID -19 victims
& families; depression and anxiety
CHURCH REOPENING
Phase II - The Church reopens on the first Sundays of the month.
On August 1st we will open with a limited capacity of 25 congregants.
Please contact the church office by phone or email to let us know
if your able to join us!!

The Facebook Livestreaming and conference call-in will continue to be an option for you to
participate in worship.
Email: office@unionucc.net Phone: 561-686-0330 (leave a message)
FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY

Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar. We have a flower chart for sign-ups, or just
call the office or send an email to office@unionucc.net. Garden flowers are $10 and floral
arrangements are $35. As an added bonus you can list the flowers in the bulletin in
memory or in honor of someone or something. And you are welcome to take the $35
arrangement home.

There is a sign-up Sheet on the soundboard.
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unionucc.net
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Office Hours: Monday through Friday by appointment due to COVID-19.
Please call to confirm someone will be in the office.

Office Phone: 561-686-0330 - please leave a message.
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news.
Starting in July, Office hours will be
Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM.
THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC
Sunday, July 25, 2021 10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming
For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call. This will
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday
Worship Service. The number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885893. You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.

Next Sunday, August 1, 2021 - Communion Sunday
10:00 AM Worship –Facebook Live Streaming
For those that do not have internet, we will have a Conference Call. This will
allow you to all call in before 10 AM and join us so you may listen to Sunday
Worship Service. The number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885893. You will then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.
WELCOME BACK SUNDAY!
Union will reopen on
Sunday, August 15, 2021.
Worship at 10:00 AM
Sunday School Resumes.
Following Worship we will have a
an outdoor Fellowship Celebration.

