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Why Church?

From time to time, I am asked “why church” by people who have grown up without being part of a family of
faith and want to understand why someone would invest their
time, talent, and treasure within a church. My response is that we
gather to give our thanks to God for everything we have been
given, even life itself.
Being part of a church has helped people of faith weather many
storms in life. It reminds us that no matter what, we are loved
unconditionally. And it also teaches us to have compassion for
others, just as God has compassion for us. Below is a list of other
thoughts I have shared through the years with souls seeking a
church rooted in God’s love.
Shared Reality: As a community we believe different things, but we share an understanding that there is
‘Something More’ that gives life meaning beyond our individual identities and experiences. We share a
commitment to following in the way of Jesus.
Self-Expression & Contribution: Church was where my leadership skills were first named, noticed, and
nurtured and where I was encouraged to claim and use my voice.
Effectiveness: Through church I am part of a collective body that has the power, through our action and
advocacy, to bend the arc of the moral universe towards justice a little quicker and more effectively than
my individual efforts alone.
Challenge: Church challenges me to align my behavior with my values and beliefs, holding me lovingly
accountable to being my most authentic self.
Of course, the list goes on: compassion, celebration, belonging, beauty, inspiration, connection…
A biblical basis for being part of church is found in Psalm 35:18a, which states, “I will give you thanks in the
great assembly.” That is why Union sings the song, “Give Thanks,” throughout the year. The words of the
song remind us to be grateful for every good gift we have received. As we give thanks to God for our
diversity, and for gathering us in meaningful virtual and in-person worship, prayer, study, service and
fellowship. Clearly, we have much to be grateful for!
And so, with a heart of gratitude, let us plan to give thanks on Sunday, November 21st, by gathering
together in the great assembly, uniting in love as the church of Jesus Christ.
Let it be so. Amen.
With Christ’s Love,
Pastor Sheila

Linda Padmore family family and friends; Fran
Whitney’s sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family
and Friends; George Gerson; Ada Harvey’s family and
friends; Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends;
Debbie Chea's family and friends; Stacea Bowen’s
family and friends; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Linda
Harvey; Rose Lightfoot’s family and friends; Shah
family; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s
daughter, Lori; Simone’s dad, Helmut and Aunt Heidi;
Fran Whitney’s family; George Gerson’s son Keith;
Sabita Shah’s mom; Charles family and friends;
Carolyn McElory family & Friends; Lin McNaughton
family & Friends; Linda Padmore; Kathy Church & Lori
Schenone; Rose Lightfoot’s daughter, Sarrina and
mother, Priscilla; Jim Gaidry; George Gerson's family
friend, Michael Mounin; Lynne Baldwin, family &
friends; LeeAnne Gesche’s family & friends; Jody
Kistenmacher's family & friends; Betty Gaidry's
brother, Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's family &
friends; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Gaidry Family;
Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie Hanson;
George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas;
Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser family
& Friends; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia;
Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend,
Grace; Debbie Bott's mom, Judie; Jan Mark's son,
Gary; Bob Modini's son, David; Amy McMath's father,
Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph;
Isabelle Chapman, Holly Dozier; Immigration
concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID-19 victims
& families; depression and anxiety; all refugees and
those impacted by natural disasters

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
1 Sabine Wiesbauer
3 Georges Edris Francois
5 Emma Shah
5 Mark Hines
6 Pastor Sheila Harvey Guillaume
6 Rachel Silver
11 Anglihs Pascal
12 Carl Hardy
12 Leslie Haywood
12 Nancy Reser
18 Kathleen Lafferty
21 Meaghan Parish
22 Larissa Chea
23 Dennis Smith
24 Susan Lalla
30 Louise Dempster
31 Ed Rosner

PRAYERS OF REMEMBRANCE

Union’s Souls lost this past year:
David Ellis Adams Rifer, Kent Elroy, Fran
Whitney, Ruth Dietel & LeeAnne Gesch
Remembering all Souls lost this past year:
Lives Lost to COVID-19, Natural Disasters,
Conflict and All Others

Ruth W. Dietel
October 12, 1935 - October 7, 2021
Ruth Wessman Dietel passed away
peacefully on October 7, 2021. Ruth was
born on October 12, 1935, in Oak Park,
Illinois.

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS:

Kevan Bennett –
Favorite Bible passage:
Joshua 1:9 – “Be
Strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid or
discouraged for the Lord
your God is with you
wherever you go.”

Angelica Bennett –
Favorite Bible passage:
Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them
and said unto them,
“With men this is
impossible, but with God
all things are possible.”

Sharon Harvey –
Favorite Bible passage:
John 14:27 - “Peace I
leave with you, My
peace I give to you; not
as the world gives di I
give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE

UPDATE: Family Promise of North
Central Palm Beach County (FPNPBC)
At this time Family Promise has 4 families in the
Shelter Program (actually living at a church), 3
families in the Diversion Program (assisting with
rent and/or first and last down payments for an
apartment) and 15 families in the LIFE Program
(graduated from Shelter and now living
independently). So, as you can see, despite a
pandemic, Family Promise is helping more
families than ever! In addition, the local program
has welcomed a new leader, Ms. Tomara
Graham-Mays, who just recently took over the
helm of Family Promise. Tomara has been busy
meeting with each host congregation, the pastor
or rabi and the coordinators. FPNPBC is looking
for congregations to provide Thanksgiving meals
in November and will have a Giving Tree for
families in December. Union will be participating
in both of these drives. In addition, each host
congregation has been providing breakfast and
lunch items to the Day Center weekly. Union has
the 1st week of December. The following items
will be needed:

Union Congregational is indeed a warm and
welcoming church to everyone who comes to our
doors. And we are blessed with a minister who
preaches the Word of God and emphasizes Love
and Acceptance for all of God’s children. It is the
goal and focus of our worship, art, music ministry
(WAMM) team to enhance the church service as
much as possible so that you want to come back
and experience it again and again. During this
past year while we dealt with the Covid pandemic,
we had a variety of guest soloists and musicians
who honored our God with their musical talents.
At special times of the year such as Christmas
Eve and Easter, we have had outdoor church
services complete with beautiful decorations,
positive messages, and music. We have held
Vacation Bible School and mini festivals to
welcome new members. And we always try to
decorate the narthex and the sanctuary with
beautiful banners or original artwork that delights
the eye and focuses our attention on God. And if
you would like to be a part of this, I would
welcome you on my team!
In summation I would like to share with you verses
2 and 5 from Psalm 100 that I believe describe
The Worship and Music Ministry at Union
Congregational.
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before
him with joyful songs. For the Lord is good
and his love endures forever. His faithfulness
continues through all generations.

Paper plates

Apples

Napkins

Bananas

May those words sink into your mind and soul and
fill you with peace today!

Plastic cups

Milk

-Ruth Cassidy, WAMM Chair

Bread

Juice

Peanut butter and jelly

Lunch meat

Cereal and Cereal bars

Small Bags of chips

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar.
We have a flower chart for sign-ups. Also, you
can call the office or send an email to
office@unionucc.net. Garden flowers are $10 and
floral arrangements are $35. As an added bonus
you can list the flowers in the bulletin in memory or
in honor of someone or a special occasion. You
are also welcome to take the $35 arrangement
home.

If you would like to donate any of the items listed
please drop them off in the church kitchen with a
note attached ‘For Family Promise’. Or you can
donate cash/check in the offering plate marked
for Family Promise and our coordinators will shop
for the needed items.
Thank you for all your support and prayers!

Are you on Facebook?? LIKE our Page!!
Please join us in prayer for our
neighbors in Afghanistan.
To offer more support, click or
visit the site below.
https://p2a.co/FbTo63R

Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM Bible Study on
Zoom Featured Book “Caste”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=
Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395
Password: 543935

Union has an up-to-date Facebook page
– and if you are on FACEBOOK please
FOLLOW and LIKE our page! You can
find us at Union Congregational United
Church of Christ. And to help us get
the word out we invite you to ‘Like’,
‘Comment’ and ‘SHARE’ our posts!
Especially our Sunday worship services.
This is a ministry you can do right from
your home and it is easy AND it will help
the church! As an added bonus you will
find out about activities going on at
church and have access to the Sunday
worship video and the Sunday bulletin at
your fingertips. Came to church but want
to hear the sermon again, or perhaps
listen to the announcements again? Want
to sing along with a favorite hymn? – just
go to our Facebook page and look for the
service. Worship is LIVE on Sundays so
join us at 10 AM or watch at your
convenience.

Become A Sponsor
UPDATE Senior Housing
The Senior Housing Team received word
that our attorney, Brian McDonough, has
sent our changes to the Developer
Agreement to Green Mills and we are now
awaiting a response from Green Mills. As
part of the Agreement, Union will
participate in getting the zoning changed
with Palm Beach County. We hope to get
help from all our members in this endeavor
– as this will be a big step in moving
forward with the project. We will provide
updates as soon as we receive them.

Please consider becoming a sponsor of Union’s

127th Anniversary Celebration!
We have several different sponsorship
levels to fit all budgets!
You can also ask a friend or a business to
become a sponsor.
The forms and sponsor letters are on the
soundboard.
This year we want to use the proceeds to upgrade
the sanctuary to accommodate the Livestream.

For 127 Years!
Union Congregational United Church of Christ
West Palm Beach, Florida

YOUTH & KIDS PAGE

Union Congregational United Church of Christ
5088 Summit Boulevard
West Palm Beach, Florida 33415
(561) 686-0330
www.unionucc.net
email: office@unionucc.net

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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