
 



UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s 

love, grow spiritually and engage in 

meaningful service. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

December 5, 2021 
                                             

*Those who wish may stand. 
 

This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera. 

For our safety, masks are required during worship. Thank you.♥ 

 
 

 ENTER TO WORSHIP 

 
GATHERING MUSIC      
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship.  Lighting 

the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 

 

PRELUDE                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    

 

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

     Words of Welcome & Announcements 

 

INTROIT                     “Come By Here, My Lord”      

 

Come by here, my Lord, come my here.  Come by here, my Lord, come by here.  

Come by here, my Lord, come by here.  Oh Lord, come by here. 
 

Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come my here.  Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come by here.  

Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come by here.  Oh Lord, come by here. 

Repeat 

 

 Greeting One Another  

        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

    you are welcome here. 

 

 
 



*Chorus: 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 

spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One: We gather, longing for gentleness among all:  

All: peace is the home we seek.  

One: We gather, longing for healing where there has been harm:  

All: peace is the home we seek.  

One: We gather, longing for generosity to inform all actions:  

All: peace is the home we seek.  

One: We gather, longing for peace in all parts of life:  

All: God is the home we seek.  

One: Come, let us worship God in a spirit of peace. 

   

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - PEACE                      Donna & Nathan Minott 

 

Advent Reader:   On this second Sunday of Advent, we light two candles. Our first light 

was for hope, our second is for peace.  

 

All: (Read as the candle is lit.)  

 We wait, and we travel together in this Season of Advent. This week, our 

light is for peace. We remember the promise and vision of prophets long 

ago who spoke of a time when there would be no more war, no more 

fighting, no more violence, and all creation would know the light of God’s 

peace.  May the lights of hope and peace guide our way as we travel 

through Advent. Amen. 

 

*INVOCATION 

 Christ is with us! 

      Christ is in our midst! 

 

God of mercy, when what we offer seems small, help us remember we are part of 

something larger. Help us remember that every gesture of kindness magnifies love’s 

reach. Amen. 
  
*HYMN OF PRAISE     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

Sharing Joys and Concerns  



Celebration of Life Moment for Ruth Dietel 
                 

Tribute by Lynne Butzirus 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

      

PRAYER RESPONSE            “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                 Pastor Sheila 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, Let me stand; I am tired, I am weak, I 
am worn, Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.  Take 
my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

OFFERTORY                                “I've Got Peace Like a River”   
 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river 
in my soul.  Repeat 
I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a 
fountain in my soul.  Repeat 
I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an 
ocean in my soul.    Repeat 
 
 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

(All children are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 

 
READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 



the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
For thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the 
house of Israel, and the levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to 
offer burnt offerings, to make grain offerings, and to make sacrifices for all time. 
 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
 

O God, you were favorable to your land; 
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
    you pardoned all their sin.   
 

Let me hear what God the Sovereign will speak, 
    for God will speak peace to the people, 
God will speak to the faithful, 
    to those who turn to God in their hearts. 
Surely God's salvation is at hand for those who fear God, 
    that God's glory may dwell in our land.       
 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
God will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before God, 
    and will make a path for God's steps.     

 

Luke 1:68-79 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he came and set his people free. He set the 
power of salvation in the center of our lives, and in the very house of David his 
servant, 
Just as he promised long ago through the preaching of his holy prophets: Deliverance 
from our enemies and every hateful hand;  Mercy to our fathers, as he remembers to 
do what he said he’d do, What he swore to our father Abraham— a clean rescue from 
the enemy camp, So we can worship him without a care in the world, made holy 
before him as long as we live. And you, my child, “Prophet of the Highest,” will go 
ahead of the Master to prepare his ways, Present the offer of salvation to his people, 
the forgiveness of their sins. Through the heartfelt mercies of our God,  God’s 
Sunrise will break in upon us, Shining on those in the darkness,  those sitting in 
the shadow of death, Then showing us the way, one foot at a time, down the path of 
peace. 

 

Thanks be to God! 



SONG OF PREPARATION   “Mary, Did You Know?”                    Arr. Jack Schrader   
                            Vocalist, Catherine Briggs 

 

SERMON        “A Message of Peace”             Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you,  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The gifts of creation are on the table. 

The dreams of God are set before us. 

Let us give thanks for God’s gifts. 

At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise. 

Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in 

Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth. 

All:  We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace 

and justice, of love and blessing. 
 

All:  He called it the Kingdom of God. 
 

Pastor:  We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them 

to love one another as he had loved them.  We remember that Jesus said, “Every time 

you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you 

are to remember me.” 
 

All:  Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we 

are indeed one body!  As many as we are, we are one in Christ. 
 

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered 

into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the 

table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve 

him.  Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify 

for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May 

Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves. 
 

 All:  All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  "Let Us Break Bread Together"   



 

Thank you for worshipping with us. To offer support for our ministries, please visit us on 

the web at www.UnionUCC.net. All are welcome here! 

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our 

knees.  

 Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God, 

    have mercy on me. 
 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees.  
 

Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our 

knees.  Refrain 

(Please wait until everyone has received the elements before partaking.) 

ALLELUIA

 
 

*CLOSING HYMN            “What a Covenant” 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE  “Let There Be Peace on Earth”    
 

 

DEPART TO SERVE 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

       
FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 

 

Flowers are presented by Lynne Butzirus in honor 

of our dear friend, Ruth Dietel!  

 
 

Participating in Today’s Service:      

Readers           George Gerson, Joanna Hollis 

 

 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If 

you are visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in 

the Narthex. Offering envelopes are found in the pocket on 

the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your convenience.  

 

http://www.unionucc.net./


Concerns: Eleanor Law’s grandson, Patrick; Ceci Porras; Stacea Bowen husband, Leny; 

Ruth Cassidy’s friends Marsha Miller & Lissa Ray; Fran Whitney’s sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth 

Dietel’s Family and Friends; George Gerson’s Friends; Ada Harvey’s family and friends; 

Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends; Stacea Bowen’s family and friends; Gail 

Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Linda Harvey; Rose Lightfoot’s family and friends; Shah family; Ruth 

Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Fran Whitney’s family; George 

Gerson’s son Keith; Sabita Shah’s mom; Charles family and friends; Carolyn McElory family 

& Friends; Lin McNaughton family & Friends; Linda Padmore; Kathy Church & Lori 

Schenone; Rose Lightfoot’s daughter, Sarrina and mother, Priscilla; Jim Gaidry; George 

Gerson's family friend, Michael Mounin; Lynne Baldwin, family & friends; LeeAnne Gesche’s 

family & friends; Jody Kistenmacher's family & friends;  Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel 

Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's family & friends; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Gaidry 

Family; Sam & Cynthia Clark's family;  Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; 

Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Nancy Reser family & Friends; Gail Fei's 

friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce;  Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend, 

Grace; Debbie Bott's mom, Judie; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Amy McMath's father, Tom 

McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman, Holly Dozier; Immigration 

concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID-19 victims & families; depression and anxiety; all 

refugees and those impacted by natural disasters  

 

 

  

Joys: All Birthdays in December! Our Church Family! Live Streaming!  Communion 

Sunday! 2nd Sunday of Advent! 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

HAPPY 2ND WEEK OF ADVENT! 
Our Advent theme this week is PEACE.  We will 
light the peace candle in worship and with our 
Sunday School class.  We’ll talk about how we can 
prepare to be a welcoming presence in our church 
and in the world.  Messengers of peace and hope 
are part of many Bible stories.  How can we listen 
to messengers and be messengers ourselves, so 
others can know the hope and peace of God? 

Celebration of Life Moment for Ruth Dietel - Today 
  Ruth was born on October 12 1935 in Oak Park Illinois to parents, Walt 

and Selma Wessman. She attended college in Conneticut and moved 

back to Chicago where she worked as a writer for the Chicago Daily news 

and had her very own column "For and About Women".  

  She met her husband, John, while vacationing and they married in 1972. 

In 1978 they moved to West Palm Beach and started a nursery and 

landscaping business on Ranchette Rd, which is right about when they 

started to attend Union Congregational. They planted trees around the 

church, which today remain large and lush. 

  Ruth and John were loyal advocates for those who struggled with 

homelessness, mental illness, bigotry and other misunderstood neglected 

causes, often lending precious time and monetary donations. 

Ruth Wessman Dietel passed away peacefully on October 7, 2021. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA SALE  
The CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY TEAM is 

selling holiday poinsettias for our sanctuary on 

Christmas for $10. Your name and the name of the 

person you are remembering will be listed in the 

Christmas bulletin. Forms are available on the 

soundboard.  For more information, please see  

Rev. Michael-Ann Veziroglu. 

https://websitesmail.att.com/


 



   

Stewardship Envelopes  

Please feel to contact Joanna Hollis (561) 968-3339 for your   

Stewardship Envelopes. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume 

Musician Robiyakhon Akromova 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday through Friday by appointment due to COVID-19.   

Please call to confirm someone will be in the office. 
Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 

Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 
Office hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 Communion Sunday, Second Sunday of Advent  

10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

For those who do not have internet, we have a Conference Call option.  This 
allows you to call in before 10 AM and listen to Sunday Worship Service.  
The number is 712-775-7031.  It will ask you for a code: 885-893.  You will 
then be able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.  

11:15 AM – 11:30pm   Fellowship in Honor of Ruth Dietel 
 

11:30 AM – 12:30pm   Handbell Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021  

7:00 PM    Bible Study on Zoom Featured Book “Caste”      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz

09     Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395   Password: 543935 
 
 

Next Sunday, December 12, 2021  

10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

 

  

 

 

 

mailto:sheila@unionucc.net
http://www.uccfla.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09


 


