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Hebrews 12:1 states, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight… and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
As people of faith, we bring our dreams and openness of heart to love God and one another. We
come together to share our common hope that God is with us, and guiding us through every
season of life. And, during this time of year, we celebrate as a diverse people coming together to
reflect upon the dream of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As his ideals of justice and freedom
and the belief that all are created equal in the eyes of God are
biblical and noble principles.
We share Dr. King’s dream of a day when people from all
races and nations, even the offspring of slaves and former
slave owners, can sit at a table as brothers and sisters and
find ways of transforming their differences into an asset. We
also seek to live into his dream on an ongoing basis. But, as
we reflect upon Dr. King’s dream, let us ask, ‘What is our
dream?’
Well, as we open ourselves to move forward together into this New Year, we can dream that one
day soon, our neighbors near and far, will start living as God’s beloved community and will
identify as being part of one race… the human race. Otherwise, Dr. King’s dream will be just
that… a dream.
As the poetic refrain, “I Have a Dream,” is a call for us to remember that in the real world,
injustices abound. And yet, our faith calls upon us to hope for a better world, where all are not
seen by our privileges, but by our daily acts of love. As our faithful lives together, led by the Spirit
of God, are unpredictable, exciting, life giving, and brings about new possibilities. Therefore,
together, we can move forward in love by continuing to worship together, by studying just-peace
books and God’s Holy Word together, by serving the community together, by being in fellowship
together, and by offering our collective prayers.
And so, when we are in the shelter of our homes, let us remember the homeless. When we eat, let
us remember the hungry. When we feel secure, let us remember the insecure. And when we see
injustice, let us move forward together, and offer our acts of love to help stop it. Let it be so.
Amen.
With Christ’s Love,
Pastor Sheila

Ada; George Gerson’s son Keith; Jane’ family; Zaida;
Rose Lightfoot’s son, Nathaniel; Eleanor Law’s
grandson, Patrick Ceci Porras; Fran Whitney’s sister
Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family and Friends;
George Gerson’s Friends; Ada Harvey’s family and
friends; Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends;
Stacea Bowen’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s
daughter, Debbie; Linda Harvey; Rose Lightfoot’s
family and friends; Shah family; Ruth Cassidy's
husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Sabita
Shah’s mom; Charles family and friends; Carolyn
McElory family & Friends; Lin McNaughton family &
Friends; Linda Padmore; Kathy Church & Lori
Schenone; George Gerson's family friend, Michael
Mounin; Lynne Baldwin, family & friends; LeeAnne
Gesche’s family & friends; Jody Kistenmacher's family
& friends; Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel Robinson;
Charlotte Snowden's family & friends; Rod Jennings;
Dottie Boswell; Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie
Hanson; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley
Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Gail Fei's
friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson
Arce; Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan Mark's
son, Gary; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit;
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman,
Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace
efforts; COVID-19 victims & families; depression and
anxiety; all refugees and those impacted by natural
disasters

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Every Sunday beautiful
flowers adorn our altar. We
have a flower chart for signups. Also, you can call the
office or send an email to
office@unionucc.net. Garden
flowers are $10 and floral arrangements
are $35. As an added bonus you can list
the flowers in the bulletin in memory or in
honor of someone or a special occasion.
You are also welcome to take the $35
arrangement home.

Family Promise Update
December 2021 Union was
blessed to be able to donate two
Walmart Gift Cards of $100 each
to the Giving Tree at Family
Promise. These cards were
given to two families so that they could
Christmas shop for their families. We are
grateful for all who have donated to the
Family Promise program at Union – and we
are prayerfully and patiently awaiting the day
we can re-open our doors to house families
in need.
MODERATOR
Greetings Union!
Welcome 2022! Praise God for carrying us
through yet another unpredictable and unstable
year. We began this year with a Council of
Ministries Retreat held on Thursday, January 6th
here at the church in Fellowship Hall. This was in
lieu of our regularly scheduled council meeting. All
ministry heads were in attendance or represented.
The retreat began with a light dinner which was
really nice. It gave us all a chance to fellowship
and chat with each other before getting down to
the business at hand. The two planned activities
we were tasked to participate in were awesome.
The 1st activity was for us to list the things we liked
about each ministry team. The 2nd activity was for
us to reflect on some of our hopes and dreams for
each ministry. As we pondered over shared our
answers, it was clear that we all possess a great
love for this church and its ministries. We will all
do whatever it takes to help each ministry thrive
and grow. Thank you, Pastor Sheila and Estelle,
for planning out the details of the meeting. Also,
many thanks to the council members who
participated in our retreat. It was a huge success!
Next up will be our Annual Church Meeting which
will be held on Sunday, February 6th at 4:00 pm via
Zoom. We are asking all ministry chairpersons to
please submit your reports to Zaida as soon as
possible. The member packets will be mailed out
prior to the meeting. More information will be
forthcoming.
Let us continue striving to be the Church that
Christ has called us to be. Let us remain ‘Rooted
in Love’!
God Bless,
Rosemarie Lightfoot
Moderator

GLEANING: Feeding Our Neighbors
There is a sign-up sheet on the
soundboard for all those who would
like to participate in gleaning on
January 22, 2022 at 7:45 am.

UNION’S FOOD PANTRY
IS OPEN EVERY 1ST
SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH
FROM 9 AM – 12 PM
On January 8th, we distributed
More than 38 bags
Feeding 122 individuals.
We are blessed to have a church family
that supports this ministry financially, who
contributes food items, and helps with
shopping.
Our next Pantry will be on
February 5, 2022
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT.

Stewardship 2022
The Stewardship Team
thanks everyone who was
able to pledge to the church
for the 2022 year. If you
were not able to send in your
pledge card you can still send in a pledge.
Cards are located on the soundboard at
the church – you can drop the card in the
offering plate OR feel free to send an email
to Melanie Shepherd, our Stewardship
Chairperson. You can reach Melanie at:
gsinsservice@aol.com. Your support is
needed to keep our work going!
May Each of You Have a Happy & Blessed
New Year!
From Your Stewardship Team
Delight in Giving
“May God…who reached out in love and surprised you
with gifts of unending help and confidence, put a fresh
heart in you…”
2 Thessalonians 2 16-17

BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM
Bible Study on Zoom Featured Book “Caste”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y
0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395
Password: 543935

SAVE THE DATE:
The Little Library dedication and celebration
will take place on
Sunday, February 6th.
All are invited to attend.

‘Rap Session’ with Kevan!
On Sunday, February
6th, there will be a
'Rap Session' for
tweens and teens
after morning worship
with Kevan!

UPDATE Senior Housing
The Senior Housing Team received word
from the Green Mills, and we are now
getting closer to an agreement. As part of
the Agreement, Union will participate in
getting the zoning changed with Palm
Beach County. We hope to get help from
all our members in this endeavor – as this
will be a big step in moving forward with
the project. We will provide updates as
soon as we receive them.
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