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I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing to the glory that is to 
be revealed in us. – Romans 8:18 (NRSV) 

During this Lenten Season, we journey together with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, a Russian 
War on Ukraine, and high gas prices. Yet, we remain hopeful that better days are ahead. We 
remain hopeful because the scriptures teach us that suffering may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning! This Christ-centered message is our hope during Lent. 

In this time of renewal, our relationship with God can be strengthened. This can be a time to 

reflect upon whether we are dedicating ourselves to daily prayer, and to the ways we are living 

out our faith in God. And after these Lenten days of focusing on God, we just might be able to see 

a change in our lives. We just might be able to see that God is doing a new thing in our lives. God 

just might reveal a new way of living that tells us not to give 

up. God may reveal that those things which seemed 

impossible are now possible with God!! 

Recently, I was asked to write a reflection and prayer for the 
UCC Florida Conference’s Anti-Racism Ministry Team to 
distribute during Holy Week. It was my honor and privilege 
to do so. Excerpts of my reflection prayer are below. Please 
feel free to add it to your mealtime prayers with others and 
with God on Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy 
Thursday). Or join us in Maundy Thursday worship at 7 PM! 

“Let Us Break Bread, Together” 

When reflecting upon my visits to the United Church of Christ’s Franklinton Center at Bricks in 
North Carolina, one of my most enjoyable memories is ‘breaking bread, together’ in the dining 
hall because the chef and staff greet visitors with a warm welcome and make every effort to 
ensure that each meal is nothing short of delicious. As the staff embodies Christ’s message of love 
and welcome for everyone, everywhere!! That is why we call upon our churches to pray for 
Racial Justice during this Holy Season. We pray for words of love to become action. We pray for 
the openness of heart. We pray for hearts and minds to heal. We pray that there will be peace 
and justice for all. And, we pray that all will join with us at the table of God’s grace and love, for 
Maundy Thursday, the Last Supper of Jesus Christ.  

 
Responsive Prayer:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable to You, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Amen.   

           

With Humble Gratitude, 

Pastor Sheila 

 

 



  

 
Lightfoot’s friends, Jasmine & John;  Charles 
Rodriguez; Tori Niki McDanel’s family and friends; Eva 
Hines’ family and friends; Pastor Sheila’s family and 
friends; Zaida’s family and friends; Sabita and 
Saimone’s family and friends; Jane Grandusky; 
Charles’ Family and Friends; Linda Padmore; Rose 
Lightfoot’s; Ada; George Gerson’s son Keith; Eleanor 
Law’s grandson, Patrick Ceci Porras; Fran Whitney’s 
sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family and Friends; 
George Gerson’s Friends; Ada Harvey’s family and 
friends; Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends; 
Stacea Bowen’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s 
daughter, Debbie; Linda Harvey; Rose Lightfoot’s 
family and friends; Shah family; Ruth Cassidy's 
husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Carolyn 
McElory family & Friends; Lin McNaughton family & 
Friends; Kathy Church & Lori Schenone; George 
Gerson's family friend, Michael Mounin; Betty Gaidry's 
brother, Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's family & 
friends; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Sam & Cynthia 
Clark's family;  Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's 
brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, 
family & friends; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, 
Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce;  Ray Lyons; Melanie's 
friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Amy McMath's 
father, Tom McDeavit; Richard Lightfoot's brother, 
Joseph; Isabelle Chapman, Holly Dozier; Immigration 
concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID-19 victims & 
families; depression and anxiety; all refugees and 
those impacted by natural disasters; Ukraine War 

 
 

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
Every Sunday beautiful 
flowers adorn our altar.  We 
have a flower chart for sign-
ups.  Also, you can call the 
office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net.  Garden 

flowers are $10 and floral arrangements 
are $35.  As an added bonus you can list 
the flowers in the bulletin in memory or in 
honor of someone or a special occasion.  
You are also welcome to take the $35 
arrangement home. 
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UNION’S FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN EVERY 
1ST SATURDAY OF THE 

MONTH FROM  9 AM – 12 PM 

  
On March 5th, we distributed 

More than 57 bags 
Feeding 184 individuals. 

 

We are blessed to have a church family that 
supports this ministry financially, who 
contributes food items, and helps with 

shopping. 
 

Our next Food Pantry will be on  
April 2, 2022  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
SUPPORT. 

  

Stewardship 2022 

The Stewardship Team     
thanks everyone who was 
able to pledge to the church 
for the 2022 year.  If you were 
not able to send in your 

pledge card you can still send in a pledge. 
Cards are located on the soundboard at the 
church – you can drop the card in the 
offering plate OR feel free to send an email 
to Melanie Shepherd, our Stewardship 
Chairperson. You can reach Melanie at: 
gsinsservice@aol.com.  Your support is 
needed to keep our service to God moving 
forward!         

From Your Stewardship Team ♥ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
mailto:gsinsservice@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE Senior Housing 

Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM  
Bible Study on Zoom  

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y

0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09 
Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395 

Password: 543935 
 

 

 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

‘Missions – a set of tasks that fulfills a purpose, to 

teach people about Jesus Christ, to Love God and to 

love others as yourself.’ 

On February 24th, the Russian military attacked 

Ukraine. Hundreds of thousands of persons have 

already sought refuge outside of the country. Others 

have remained but are displaced from their homes. 

The United Church of Christ is issuing an appeal for 

the people of Ukraine, for refugee support, and for 

elderly and other vulnerable people who are 

displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. The 

UCC will be joining the global community in response 

to the events unfolding there and to assist those most 

in need. 
 
 

Union Congregational will join in the UCC's global 

appeal to lend a hand to our 'Neighbors in Need'. We 

will be taking a 'Ukrainian Relief Collection' on 

Sunday, April 3rd in lieu of our Blanket Sunday 

offering. Your gifts will help provide shelter, food and 

other care to hundreds of thousands of people 

internally displaced by the war. 
 

Let us continue to pray for the country of Ukraine and 

for peace around the world. Thank you in advance for 

your support. 

 

God Bless, 

Rosemarie Lightfoot 

M&O Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?? LIKE OUR PAGE!!  

Union has an up-to-date Facebook page – and if 
you are on FACEBOOK please FOLLOW and 
LIKE our page!  You can find us at Union 
Congregational United Church of Christ.  And 
to help us get the word out we invite you to 
‘Like’, ‘Comment’ and ‘SHARE’ our posts! 
Especially our Sunday worship services.  This is 
a ministry you can do right from your home and 
it is easy AND it will help the church! As an 
added bonus you will find out about activities 
going on at church and have access to the 
Sunday worship video and the Sunday bulletin 
at your fingertips.  Worship is LIVE on Sundays 
so join us at 10 AM or watch at your 
convenience.   

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09


 

 

  

 

  

 

  

YOUTH & KIDS PAGE 

 

 

   ASKING FOR NEW PHOTOS FOR MAY’S NEWSLETTER! 

There will be a Sunday School Children & Youth Moment in May, so please send an 
updated photo via email to: office@unionucc.net  by April 25th.  

mailto:office@unionucc.net


 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
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