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Easter is coming. And as we prepare to celebrate Jesus Christ’s love for us, let us read the
verse in John’s gospel (15:5), which teaches us that we do not stand alone in our faith
walk. Because together, we abide in the vine of Christ—in that, being part of the vine of
Christ teaches us how to be revived with God’s abiding love.
An excellent example of abiding love is about a man watching a
group of workers tearing down an old building. He watched them
pull down the walls as a giant ball swung from a crane and began
to beat into the walls. And he asked the foreman, “Are these men
skilled, or do they need special training to tear down this
building?”
“No,” replied the foremen, “what these men can tear down in a
day or two, it took builders skilled in each of their crafts a year or
more to build.” This story exemplifies how important it is to
nurture our faith in God and love for one another, which revives
us instead of our falling apart. Christ-like love suggests that we spend our time building
one another up instead of tearing each other down.
Paul also explains the importance of abiding in love when he writes to the Corinthians,
“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful, it is not arrogant or rude. Love
does not insist on its way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong but
rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and
endures all things. Love never ends.” In other words, love meets a person right where they
are, takes them for what they are, accepts a person for themselves, and then gives the
person the freedom to grow and mature in themselves and Christ. This sense of belonging
and welcome is how Jesus’ love abides in us and is worth celebrating because it revives us
again!
Prayer
God, you are the vine grower. We are the branches. Help us abide in
Jesus the Christ, your true vine, so that we may bear much fruit. Help
us faithfully proclaim the good news until all enter the new life you
generously give. May it be so.
Amen.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Sheila
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Every Sunday beautiful
flowers adorn our altar. We
have a flower chart for signups. Also, you can call the
office or send an email to
office@unionucc.net.
Garden
flowers are $10 and floral arrangements
are $35. As an added bonus you can list
the flowers in the bulletin in memory or in
honor of someone or a special occasion.
You are also welcome to take the $35
arrangement home.

UNION CHURCH COUNCIL
With the threat of Covid-19 greatly
diminished, Union’s Church Council is
working to help the church’s Ministries renew
and work purposefully in the pursuit of doing
God’s work. To help facilitate this, a full
church Ministry Retreat is planned for
Saturday, May 21, 2022 from 11:30 am to
2:00 pm. If you are a member of one of
Union’s Ministries, you will receive details
about the retreat from your Ministry
chairperson. This Retreat is important to help
Union’s Ministries move forward by building
upon past efforts and making future plans.
Lunch will be served, followed by the Council
Retreat activity. If you are a member of a
Ministry Team, our Ministry Chairperson will
e-mail all the details to you.
-Moderator Estelle Fanucci
-Vice Moderator Rosemarie Lightfoot
JUSTICE & PEACE MINISTRY
Union’s Justice & Peace Ministry Team has been
meeting regularly via Zoom since January. On
March 28 J&P members attended a livestream
viewing of the annual Nehemiah Action
Assembly, sponsored by the PEACE
organization of Palm Beach County. PEACE is a
coalition of churches in Palm Beach County, and
the organization lobbies for social justice issues
in Palm Beach County. At the March 28
Nehemiah Action Assembly over 1,800 PEACE
supporters met with PBC Commissioner and
other officials. The commissioners and officials
were asked to support proven solutions to
Community IDs, Community-Police Relations and
Affordable Housing. Upcoming plans for our J &
P Ministry include a joint project with Union’s
Bible Study Group. This will involve viewing and
discussing the film “Just Mercy” over the course
of four weeks. This film follows the efforts of
attorney Bryan Stevenson, in his fight for social
justice for prison inmates who were unjustly
incarcerated. Look for information in the May
Newsletter about a Union trip to Montgomery,
Alabama to visit the Equal Justice Initiative
Museum. Union’s J & P Ministry will sponsor this
trip, which will be open to all Union parishioners.
If you are interest in joining Union’s Justice &
Peace Ministry, please contact the chairperson,
Estelle Fanucci, at efanucci@aol.com.
-Justice & Peace Team

UNION’S FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN EVERY
1ST SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH FROM 9 AM – 12 PM

We are blessed to have a church family that
supports this ministry financially, who
contributes food items, and helps with
shopping.
Our next Food Pantry will be on
May 7, 2022
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT.

Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM
Bible Study on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y
0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395
Password: 543935

UPDATE Senior Housing

FAMILY PROMISE
The week of March 21st was Union’s week
to provide groceries for the families currently
housed by Family Promise. Covid-19 has
altered the way we work with Family Promise
but it hasn’t stopped our caring, concern and
providing for homeless families with children
in North Central Palm Beach County.
Pictured here is one of Union’s Family
Promise coordinators, Judith Mooers
dropping off a full basket of groceries at the
Day Center! We praise God we can be of
help to these families.

THE STORY BEHIND OUR AMAZING
CHURCH ORGAN
Union Congregational is truly blessed to
have 2 “top of the line” musical instruments in
our sanctuary. Due to the efforts of Robert
Herold and Alice Payne, we recently had an
extensive evaluation of our Skinner Opus 791
pipe organ done by expert Michael Foley.
According to Mr. Foley, our organ was
built and installed in 1929 in the home of Mrs.
John H. Cooper of Palm Beach. It is believed
that Mrs. Cooper hosted musical concerts in her
home for her guests featuring the organ. In 1955
either Mrs. Cooper or her heirs, donated it to
Union Congregational. When our current church
was built, the organ was wisely moved once
more and installed here for our benefit.
A more detailed report along with
recommendations will be shared with the
trustees. We are fortunate to play and enjoy our
valuable organ more often!
-Ruth Cassidy, WAMM chairperson

YOUTH & KIDS PAGE

ASKING FOR NEW PHOTOS FOR MAY’S NEWSLETTER!
There will be a Sunday School Children & Youth Moment in May, so please send an
updated photo via email to: office@unionucc.net by April 25th.
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