UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We welcome all people to experience God’s love,
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY SCHOOL APPRECIATION AND
GRADUATION SUNDAY!
May 15, 2022
*Please stand as you are able.
This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera.
For our safety, masks are required during worship. Thank you.♥
ENTER TO WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship. Lighting
the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us.
PRELUDE

“Praise to the Living God”

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Words of Welcome & Announcements
INTROIT

“This is the Day”

This is the day, (this is the day) that our God has made, (that our God has
made) we will rejoice, (we will rejoice) and be glad in it, (and be glad in it).
This is the day that our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it; this
is the day, this is the day that our God has made. Repeat
Greeting One Another
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
*Chorus:
We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Imagine a place where all are welcome
All: and everyone hears the sound of their name.
One: Imagine everyone having enough food and water
All: and a home free of hatred and fear.
One: Imagine a place where creativity is valued
All: and the spirit is nurtured in love.
One: Imagine, just imagine this is that place.
All: With one voice, one joy, one faith, one love we worship God together.
INVOCATION
Christ is with us!
Christ is in our midst!
We praise you, O God, for the gift of creation and the surprise of re-creation.
Open our eyes to see new things. Open our minds to think fresh thoughts. Open
our communities to welcome new partners. Open our spirits to follow your Spirit.
Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

PASTORAL PRAYER
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE
OFFERTORY MOMENT

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Sunday School Appreciation and
Graduation Sunday

Rose Lightfoot &
Ruth Cassidy

“This Little Light of Mine”
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT
(All children are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.)
READING OF SCRIPTURES
Psalm 148
Response: Praise God from the heavens, praise god in the heights!
Praise God! Praise God from the heavens;
praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all you angels of God;
praise God, all you host of heaven!
Praise God, you sun and moon;
praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
Response: Praise God from the heavens, praise god in the heights!
Let them praise the name of God,
for God commanded and they were created.
God established them forever and ever;
God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise God from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling God's command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
Beast of the forest and all cattle, crawling things and flying birds!
Response: Praise God from the heavens, praise god in the heights!
Rulers of the earth and all peoples,
nobles and all leaders of the earth!
Young men and women alike,
old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the Sovereign,
whose name alone is exalted; whose glory is above earth and heaven.
God has raised up a horn for the people, and praise for all the faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to God. Praise be to God! "
Response: Praise God from the heavens, praise god in the heights!

Acts 11:1-18
The news traveled fast and in no time the leaders and friends back in Jerusalem heard
about it—heard that the non-Jewish “outsiders” were now “in.” When Peter got back to
Jerusalem, some of his old associates, concerned about circumcision, called him on
the carpet: “What do you think you’re doing rubbing shoulders with that crowd, eating
what is prohibited and ruining our good name?” So Peter, starting from the beginning,
laid it out for them step-by-step: “Recently I was in the town of Joppa praying. I fell into
a trance and saw a vision: Something like a huge blanket, lowered by ropes at its four
corners, came down out of heaven and settled on the ground in front of me. Milling
around on the blanket were farm animals, wild animals, reptiles, birds—you name it, it
was there. Fascinated, I took it all in.
“Then I heard a voice: ‘Go to it, Peter—kill and eat.’ I said, ‘Oh, no, Master. I’ve never
so much as tasted food that wasn’t kosher.’ The voice spoke again: ‘If God says it’s
okay, it’s okay.’ This happened three times, and then the blanket was pulled back up
into the sky. “Just then three men showed up at the house where I was staying, sent
from Caesarea to get me. The Spirit told me to go with them, no questions asked. So I
went with them, I and six friends, to the man who had sent for me. He told us how he
had seen an angel right in his own house, real as his next-door neighbor, saying, ‘Send
to Joppa and get Simon, the one they call Peter. He’ll tell you something that will save
your life—in fact, you and everyone you care for.’ “So I started in, talking. Before I’d
spoken half a dozen sentences, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as he did on us the first
time. I remembered Jesus’ words: ‘John baptized with water; you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’ So I ask you: If God gave the same exact gift to them as to us when we
believed in the Master Jesus Christ, how could I object to God?”
Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it sank in, they started
praising God. “It’s really happened! God has broken through to the other nations,
opened them up to Life!”
Thanks be to God!
SONG OF PREPARATION
SERMON

“His Eye is On the Sparrow”
“Imagine”

*CLOSING HYMN

Arr. Jack Schrader
Vocalist, Catherine Briggs

Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume

“They'll Know We are Christians”

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE

“Eagles Wings”

Arr. Henry Purcell

DEPART TO SERVE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES
Robiyakhon Akromova – Lynn Unniversity
Seth Gaidry – High School

THANK YOU to all who are worshipping with us virtually. To offer support for our
ministries, please visit us on the web at www.UnionUCC.net. All are welcome here!
We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship. If you are visiting, we invite
you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering envelopes are found in the pocket
on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your convenience.
Participating in Today’s Service:
Reader

Vanessa Nuñez

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns
Joys: All Birthdays in May! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Fifth Sunday of Easter!
Sunday School Appreciation and Graduation Sunday!
Concerns: Joanie Gerson; Ada Harvey; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew, Ramine; Ione
Senior’s grandsons; Ruth Merchant’s Family and Friends; Evelyn Chouris’ granddaughter,
Krystle Cheedy; The Lightfoot family; Joan Gerson; Peter Pejic; Jane Grandusky family
and friends; Sharon Harvey’s friend Gisele; Ron Willoughby; Charles Rodriguez;
Lightfoot’s friends, Jasmine & John; Tori Niki McDanel’s family and friends; Eva Hines’
family and friends; Sabita and Simone’s family and friends; Charles’ Family and Friends;
Rose Lightfoot’s; Ada; George Gerson’s son Keith; Eleanor Law’s grandson, Patrick Ceci
Porras; Fran Whitney’s sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family and Friends; Ada
Harvey’s family and friends; Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends; Stacea
Bowen’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Linda Harvey; Shah family; Ruth
Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Carolyn McElory family & Friends;
Lin McNaughton family & Friends; Kathy Church & Lori Schenone; George Gerson's family
friend, Michael Mounin; Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's family
& friends; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Sam & Cynthia Clark's family; Marjorie Hanson;
George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & friends; Gail
Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti Johnson Arce; Ray Lyons; Melanie's
friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; Richard
Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman, Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice
& Peace efforts; COVID-19 victims & families; depression and anxiety; all refugees and
those impacted by natural disasters; Ukraine War
The flowers today are donated by Ruth Cassidy to honor our wonderful
pianist Robiyakhon Akromova. Everyone at Union Congregational has
been blessed with her musical talents and we just want to honor and thank
her for all she has done.
Sunday School Highlight
Feel included, come to Sunday School, meet friends old and new! God’s love
is for all and this week we hear a story about Peter explaining this to the
disciples & other friends after his dream helps him learn! Join us!! Be loved!!
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THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC
Sunday, May 15, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Easter! Sunday School Appreciation and
Graduation Sunday!
10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming
11:15 AM – 2:00 PM Youth & Children Mini-Golf Outing –
Jupiter Lighthouse Cove
Adventure Golf
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 – Eastertide Devotional: Hallelujah Is Forever
7:00 PM Bible Study Devotional and Prayer and Reflection
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09
Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395 Password: 543935
Saturday, May 21, 2022
11:30 AM – 2:00 PM Council Retreat
Next Sunday, May 22, 2022
10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming

