
Volume 129, Issue 5          May 2022  

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete.”  

-John 15:11 (NRSV) 

  
Church, it is Eastertide! This is the Season of Easter Joy. The time when we celebrate the 
glorious morning of Jesus’ Resurrection for fifty days. During these seven weeks, we are to 
remember that ‘weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.’ 

  
With so many reasons to be discouraged, Eastertide brings joy amid economic hardship. 
Eastertide brings joy in the face of national and global conflict. Eastertide brings joy in times 
of sorrow. Eastertide brings the joy of God’s grace, which is our hope for a better tomorrow. 
For this joy, we celebrate! 

  
During this church season of celebration, we also celebrate our 
Mothers and Graduates with special moments during worship and 
fellowship. We celebrate how we care for one another. We 
celebrate how we care for our neighbors near and far. And we 
celebrate our faith in God, whose love makes it all possible. 

  
This year, it is also with great joy that I celebrate with you the 
publication of my book, “Messages of Hope: Preaching Peace and 
Justice for All.” After many hours of writing and praying, these love 
letters will be shared everywhere. And hopefully, we can celebrate 
this moment together by continuing to be God’s love and light 
wherever we might go and towards those we might meet along the 
way.   

  
So, let us remember Resurrection Joy during this Eastertide journey, by allowing the light of 
Christ to see us through every valley and to carry us in our moments of weakness. As we 
give thanks that death is no more and that Hallelujah Is Forever! 

 In Christ’s Love,  

Pastor Sheila 
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Joanie Gerson; Ada Harvey; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s 
nephew, Ramine; Ione Senior’s grandsons; Ruth 
Merchant’s Family and Friends; Evelyn Chouris’ 
granddaughter, Krystle Cheedy; The Lightfoot family; Joan 
Gerson; Peter Pejic; Jane Grandusky family and friends; 
Sharon Harvey’s friend Gisele; Ron Willoughby; Charles 
Rodriguez; Lightfoot’s friends, Jasmine & John; Tori Niki 
McDanel’s family and friends; Eva Hines’ family and friends; 
Sabita and Simone’s family and friends; Charles’ Family 
and Friends; Rose Lightfoot’s; Ada; George Gerson’s son 
Keith; Eleanor Law’s grandson, Patrick Ceci Porras; Fran 
Whitney’s sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family and 
Friends; Ada Harvey’s family and friends; Bryan Ijames; 
Ione Senior’s family and friends; Stacea Bowen’s family and 
friends; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Linda Harvey; Shah 
family; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s 
daughter, Lori; Carolyn McElory family & Friends; Lin 
McNaughton family & Friends; Kathy Church & Lori 
Schenone; George Gerson's family friend, Michael Mounin; 
Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel Robinson; Charlotte Snowden's 
family & friends; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Sam & 
Cynthia Clark's family;  Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's 
brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Estelle Fanucci, family & 
friends; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Rev. Misti 
Johnson Arce;  Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan 
Mark's son, Gary; Amy McMath's father, Tom McDeavit; 
Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman, 
Holly Dozier; Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; 
COVID-19 victims & families; depression and anxiety; all 
refugees and those impacted by natural disasters; Ukraine 
War  

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
Every Sunday beautiful 
flowers adorn our altar.  We 
have a flower chart for sign-
ups.  Also, you can call the 
office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net. Garden 

flowers are $10 and floral arrangements 
are $35.  As an added bonus you can list 
the flowers in the bulletin in memory or in 
honor of someone or a special occasion.  
You are also welcome to take the $35 
arrangement home. 
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JUSTICE and PEACE ACTIVITIES 
 

The Justice and Peace Ministry is undertaking 
a joint venture with Union’s Bible Study Group 
during the month of May. Both groups will meet 
via Zoom each Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm 
to view portions of the film, Just Mercy, 
followed by a discussion period. This film 
depicts Attorney Bryan Stevenson’s work to 
free prisoners who have been unjustly 
incarcerated. The Zoom meeting ID is 812 
9653 9395 and the password is 543935.  
As a follow-up to this film, Union’s Justice and 
Peace Ministry is planning a trip to 
Montgomery, Alabama to visit Bryan 
Stevenson’s Peace and Justice Institute. This 
trip is being sponsored by the Florida 
Conference United Church of Christ, and they 
are offering bus transportation, free of charge, 
to Montgomery. Other costs associated with the 
trip (food, lodging, etc.) will be assumed by the 
participants. The trip is scheduled for July 22 - 
July 25, 2022 and is open to all Union 
congregants. This will be an informative and 
inspiring trip, so Save the Date! More details on 
the trip will follow in June.  
DID YOU KNOW?  
The Environmental Justice for All Act is before 
Congress. It has come about as a result of two and 
one half years of work with people living in 
communities who have suffered from environmental 
racism and inequality. It seeks to strengthen legal 
recourse when federal programs, policies or 
practices result in discriminatory effects.  
• It will require federal agencies to consider 
cumulative impacts of human health when making 
decisions about issuing permit decisions under the 
Clean Air and Clean Water Acts.  
• It proposes fees to be imposed on fossil fuel 
companies, and that these fees be used to support 
workers and communities as industries transition 
away from fossil fuels.  
• A new fund, the Federal Energy Transition 
Economic Development Assistance Fund will be 
created for this purpose.  
• It proposes an annual provision of $75 million for 
research and programs to improve public health 
and reduce health disparities in communities that 

have suffered from environmental injustice.  
Please help by contacting your members of 
congress and urging them to pass this bill. 
 

 

Stewardship UPDATE 
 

Most of us probably only think about Stewardship 
during our “Stewardship Season” in the fall of the 
year, but Stewardship is a year-round activity.  
Quite a few members have actually ‘pledged’ a 
weekly or monthly giving amount and dropped a 
pledge card in the plate in the fall.  (Pledge cards 
are still available on the sound board).  Others 
perhaps didn’t fill out a pledge card but faithfully 
give to the needs of the church weekly.  Some 
people tithe – donating a percentage of their 
income to the church each week.  And still others 
give when they can.  Wherever you fit into 
Stewardship, please know that the Stewardship 
Team appreciates you – we are grateful for your 
giving and your prayers.  To keep the church 
bright and clean, to keep our worship services 
vibrant and moving, to keep our missions active 
and our children learning about Christ – we need 
your support.  Your spirit of generosity is a year – 
round blessing to continuing the work of God.   
With Love and Gratitude from Your Stewardship 
Team 

Melanie Shepherd 

Jane Grandusky 
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UPDATE Senior Housing 

All are invited to watch the film 
“Just Mercy” 

Sunday, May 22, after Worship 
 

Bible Study on Zoom 
Film Discussion: “Just Mercy” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd
=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09 

Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395 
Password: 543935 

 

 

 

Family Promise of North Central Palm 
Beach County UPDATE 

Union is still an active part of the local Family 
Promise network.  The coordinators are meeting 
monthly via Zoom where we are given updated 
on the families and hear about current needs.  
Most recently each congregation has been 
asked to provide a week’s worth of groceries for 
the families.  Due to Covid, they no longer reside 
at a congregation each week, but are staying 
temporarily at an apartment complex for 
homeless women with children.  There they can 
cook for themselves.  The groceries provide 
much needed breakfast, lunch and dinner items 
for the families.  Union has been assigned the 
upcoming weeks of June 20th and August 29th.  
In addition, there is a planned meeting in May 
with Pastor Sheila and the new director of 
Family Promise, Dr. Tamara Graham Mays.  If 
you would like to assist with the groceries, 
please speak to Judith Mooers or Jane 
Grandusky, our church Family Promise 
Coordinators. 
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YOUTH & KIDS PAGE 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

                Flowering News Especially for You: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                           
  

  


