UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We welcome all people to experience God’s love,
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
OPEN AND AFFIRMING SUNDAY
June 26, 2022
*Please stand as you are able.
This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera.
For our safety, masks are required during worship. Thank you.♥
ENTER TO WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship. Lighting
the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us.
PRELUDE

“Come Forth, O Love Divine”

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Words of Welcome & Announcements
INTROIT
Refrain:

“You are Welcomed Here”
You are welcome here, no matter who you are, no matter where
you are on life's journey You are welcome here, no matter who
you are, come and join with us, we're united in the church of
Christ.

Come now all people join in the song, come be a part of the family of God.
We are God's people and you belong, share in the joy of Christ. Refrain
We pray for justice; we pray for peace; we hear the word of the Savior of all.
We find God's mercy; we find release, sharing the joy of Christ. Refrain
Greeting One Another
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
*Chorus:
We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: A way parts and God’s presence is recognized among us.

All: A path is made by the footsteps of faith and we merge with the generations
before us to be people of faith in our time and place.
One: Let us worship God!
INVOCATION
Christ is with us!
Christ is in our midst!
God of prophets both ready and reluctant, may our hearts be renewed by your
Spirit – a Spirit that opens our eyes to your vision for the world; a Spirit who
invites us to pick up the call as prophets of your way. May we be receptive to
your Spirit, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

“For The Beauty of the Earth”

OPEN AND AFFIRMING MOMENT

The Chea Family

PASTORAL PRAYER
OPEN AND AFFIRMING SUNDAY PRAYER

Debbie Chea

(All are welcome to read together from the back cover.)
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE
OFFERTORY

“Just As I am”
“What A Mighty God We Serve”

What a mighty God we serve, what a mighty God we serve, angels bow
before You, heaven and earth adore You. What a mighty God we serve.
What a mighty God, You are! What a mighty God You are! Angels bow
before You, heaven and earth adore You. What a mighty God, you are.
Angels bow before You, heaven and earth adore you, angels bow before
You, heaven and earth adore You, what a mighty God we serve.
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done:

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT
(All children are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.)
READING OF SCRIPTURES
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live,
I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. hen Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed,
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be
granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and
tore them in two pieces. He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and
went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had
fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?”
When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
and Elisha went over.
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
I cry aloud to God,
aloud to God, that God may hear me.
In the day of my trouble I seek God;
in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; my soul refuses to
be comforted.
I will call to mind the deeds of God;
I will remember your wonders of old.
I will meditate on all your work,
I will muse on your mighty deeds.
Your way, O God, is holy.
What god is so great as our God?
You are the God who works wonders;
you have displayed your might among the peoples.

With your strong arm you redeemed your people,
you redeemed descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were afraid;
the very deep trembled.
The clouds poured out water;
the skies thundered; your arrows flashed on every side.
The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lit up the world; the earth trembled and shook.
Your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters;
yet your footprints were unseen.
You led your people like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
Luke 9:51-62
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.”And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead
bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another
said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”
This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God!
SONG OF PREPARATION
SERMON
*CLOSING HYMN

“Days Of Elijah”
“To Pick Up the Mantle”

Rev. Michael-Ann Veziroglu

“Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE

Arr. Mary McDonald
Vocalist, Catherine Briggs

“Children of God”
DEPART TO SERVE

Participating in Today’s Service:
Readers

Rosemarie Lightfoot, Richard Lightfoot, Ada Harvey

THANK YOU to all who are worshipping with us virtually. To offer support for our
ministries, please visit us on the web at www.UnionUCC.net. All are welcome here!
We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship. If you are visiting, we invite
you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering envelopes are found in the pocket
on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your convenience.

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns
Joys: All Birthdays in June! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Open and Affirming
Sunday!
Concerns: Linda Padmore, Lenny's mom, Kathy; Judith Mooers; Rosemita & family;
Shooting massacres; Donna’s sister, Sharon; Joanie Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s
nephew, Ramine; Ruth Merchant’s Family and Friends; Evelyn Chouris’ granddaughter,
Krystle Cheedy; The Lightfoot family; Joan Gerson; Peter Pejic; Jane Grandusky family and
friends; Sharon Harvey’s friend Gisele; Ron Willoughby; Charles Rodriguez; Lightfoot’s
friends, Jasmine & John; Tori Niki McDanel’s family and friends; Eva Hines’ family and
friends; Sabita and Simone’s family and friends; Charles’ Family and Friends; Rose
Lightfoot’s; Ada; George Gerson’s son Keith; Eleanor Law’s grandson, Patrick Ceci Porras;
Fran Whitney’s sister Jenni Stahlka; Ruth Dietel’s Family and Friends; Ada Harvey’s family
and friends; Bryan Ijames; Ione Senior’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie;
Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Carolyn McElory family &
Friends; George Gerson's family friend, Michael Mounin; Betty Gaidry's brother, Joel
Robinson; Rod Jennings; Dottie Boswell; Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's brother,
Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia; Ray Lyons; Melanie's
friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle
Chapman, Immigration concerns; Justice & Peace efforts; COVID-19 victims & families;
depression and anxiety; all refugees and those impacted by natural disasters; On Ukraine
War

Flowers Presented by Carolyn McElroy in memory of her son
James Kent McElroy.

Sunday School Highlight
How do you tell the story of God’s Love?
Join Kevan in Sunday School for some stories
and activities about Elijah, Elisha, God and you!
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THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC
Sunday, June 26, 2022
10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming
For those who do not have internet, we have a Conference Call option. This
allows you to call in before 10 AM and listen to Sunday Worship Service. The
number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885-893. You will then be
able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.
Saturday, July 2, 2022
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM - Food Pantry
Thanks to all who help to make this ministry possible.
Next Sunday, July 3, 2022 Communion Sunday
10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming
For those who do not have internet, we have a Conference Call option. This
allows you to call in before 10 AM and listen to Sunday Worship Service. The
number is 712-775-7031. It will ask you for a code: 885-893. You will then be
able to join us and listen to service at 10AM.
Announcement
Office will be closed on June 28th. If you should call the church
office with an emergency while the office is closed, please email
Pastor Sheila at sheila@unionucc.net.

