Volume 129, Issue 9

October 2022

In our lament, we can find hope in the stories of faith passed along to us. As the displaced
survivors of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans might be able to pass along stories of faith to
survivors of Hurricane Ian in Southwest Florida so that they might be encouraged as they grieve
their losses in the weeks, months, and maybe even in the years to come.
Stories from people of faith remind us that life happens. These stories remind us that life as we
know it can change with the blinking of an eye. And when this happens, we lament. Just as others
have lamented before us. We are reminded that it is okay to be saddened by the uncertainty of
what comes next. Because others before us have felt the same way. We are reminded that we are
free to grieve! Just as others have grieved their losses before us.
But every major hurricane teaches us that we cannot recover from it alone. It takes a village. And
this village involves emergency teams at every level. Local, county, state, and national. The
catastrophe of lives lost, and property destroyed reminds us that if the wind had just shifted to the
north, and not remained south, or had shifted to the east and not shifted to the west, it could have
been us here in Palm Beach County with lives lost and property destroyed.
As these natural disasters remind us just how fragile we all are. It reminds us that we are limited in
power and strength. But Luke 17:5-10 also reminds us that while we are limited in power and
strength, just a small amount of faith in God will be enough to help us get through every storm of
life.
And yet, we are taught that after our faith helps us through the storm, we are not to keep this good
treasure to ourselves. We are to instead find ways to share our faith stories with others. Especially
those who need to be encouraged.
And being part of a loving church community is a wonderful way to share this treasure of faith. As
our worship offers moments of lament. We pray together and hear God’s word together. We sing
together. We pass the peace together. Our presence in this sacred hour reminds us that we are
free to grieve. We are free to grieve whatever it is we are going through. And free to grieve what
others are going through. Because we are meant to be here
to encourage one another as a community and as the Body
of Christ. May it be so.
With Gratitude,
Pastor Sheila

Rev. Larry’s family and friends; Zaida’s family and
friends; Pastor Sheila’s family and friends (Rose
Harvey Carter); Hurricane Victims; Linda’s Family
for the loss of her sister, Marilyn; Jeanne Martin;
Donnie Family and friends (Michael-Ann family
friend); Evelyn’s great-great-grandson, Zade;
Debbie Wemyss’s friend Jodie Quackenbush;
Pastor Sheila’s Aunt Betty; Ada Harvey’s and
family; Linda Padmore’s daughter, Whitney;
Melanie Shepherd; Beth White; Simone Shah;
Jane Grandusky; Cynthia Clarke; Chea Family;
Simone Barton’s family and friends; Linda
Padmore, Lenny's mom, Kathy; Rosemita & family;
Shooting massacres; Donna’s sister, Sharon;
Joanie Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew,
Ramine; Joan Gerson; Charles Rodriguez Tori Niki
McDanel’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s daughter,
Debbie; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy
Reser’s daughter, Lori; Dottie Boswell; Marjorie
Hanson; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley
Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia;
Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan Mark's
son, Gary; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph;
Isabelle Chapman; All Justice & Peace efforts;
grieving, depression and anxiety; all refugees;
Ukraine War; Prayers for Puerto Rico;

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Every Sunday beautiful
flowers adorn our altar. We
have a flower chart for signups. Also, you can call the
office or send an email to
office@unionucc.net. Garden
flowers are $10 and
floral arrangements are $35. As an
added bonus you can list the flowers in
the bulletin in memory or in honor of
someone or a special occasion. You are
also welcome to take the $35
arrangement home.

MISSION & OUTREACH – OCTOBER 2022
Greetings Union! Fall is here and cooler weather
is finally on the way! Below are some
reminders/updates:
We participated in the Hustle to End Hunger 5K
CROS Walk on Saturday, October 1st at John
Prince Park in Lake Worth. The event started at
7:30 am. We had a table set up to represent Union
and 'walkers' signed up (Debbie, Jane, Judith) and
ready to go! Shout out to Judith who finished 2 nd
place in her division. Many thanks to Debbie Chea
for coordinating our involvement towards this
awesome cause!
The NIN (Neighbors in Need) special mission
offering was collected on Sunday, October 2nd.
This was the kick-start to getting back to our
normal way of taking mission offerings. Prayerfully,
we'll be able to continue doing so. We are very
thankful to remain a 5-for-5 church!
The Food Pantry remains our most successful
ministry to date. Food bags are distributed every
first Saturday of each month from 9am to 12noon.
More volunteers are needed, as the number of
families that require our help steadily increases.
We greatly appreciate all the support that has
been shown towards this ministry thus far.
October is M&O's month to do Fellowship hour
after church service. We're asking all those who
are on our Missions team to lend a hand, if
possible. By bringing goodies or snacks each
Sunday, as well as help with set-up and clean-up,
is always greatly appreciated.
One of the scripture readings from worship service
that I cling to (also my Mom's favorite) is Psalm
91:1-2, “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most
High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust.” Yessszzz!!! God has
placed His 'investment' in us. Let us remain
focused and trust that God will provide. We are still
on a mission!

God Bless,
Rosemarie Lightfoot
Mission Chairperson

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
October is here! And traditionally, October and
November are the months that Union focuses
on Stewardship. During this month, you will
hear from each of our Ministry Teams about the
work they do for the church, its members; our
community and our world. Our Ministry Teams
offer opportunities for our members to
participate with their Time and Talent demonstrating their faith through volunteerism
and activism. Stewardship gives each of us an
opportunity to offer our Time, Talent and
Treasure to God and the church. All three are
important parts of participation in our church as
they are needed to keep our ‘engine turning’
toward a Just, Peaceful and Loving world. As
you hear from the Ministry Teams in the coming
weeks – we hope you will think about what
team you would like to be involved with. You
are needed – God is calling!
From Your Stewardship Team:
Melanie Shepherd
Jane Grandusky

FAMILY PROMISE OCTOBER 2022

TRUSTEE NEWS

Put your talent to good use! We need
people to help out around the church – in the
yard, small repairs, painting, light clean up –
if any of this is something you can do please
SIGN UP on the SOUND BOARD.
From your Trustees
JUSTICE & PEACE ARTICLE FOR OCTOBER 2022

Family Promise is inviting all of our
volunteers to a volunteer appreciation
dinner on October 21, 2022. If you would
like to go please let Judith or Jane know.
The information is listed above. In
addition, we are scheduled to provide
groceries on Oct. 31st and dinner on Nov.
1st. If you can volunteer – please let Jane
or Judith know!

Hello Everyone, On Friday, September 23, Union hosted
a PEACE house meeting. PEACE is a faith-based social
justice organization that serves Palm Beach County. It
identifies and addresses social justice issues in PBC.
Currently it is targeting three areas: Community IDs,
Police Community Relations and Homelessness. Its work
culminates in the Nehemiah Action held each spring
when PEACE members convene with PBC Board of
Commissioners with the objective of receiving the support
of the Board of Commissioners regarding solutions to
these three issues. Union is looking forward to working
with PEACE on these issues.
DID YOU KNOW?
Data accessed by PEACE indicates that Palm Beach
County has a homelessness crisis:
• Currently there are 4,414 homeless children in PBC and
8,210 homeless adults in PBC accessed healthcare
services in 2017.
• Affordable housing is in low supply. There are only 19
affordable housing units for every 100 families making
less than 30% of the Area Median Income (AMI)
• 135,510 families pay more than 50% of their income for
housing, and 60,306 of these families are making less
than 30% AMI. (20,323 of these families are senior
citizens)
• 67,476 families make 30% or below AMI. This translates
into $25,100 income per year for a family of 4.
• Substandard housing abounds in PBC. 42,886 families
live in substandard housing. This means no fuel used,
lacking complete kitchen facilities, lacking complete
plumbing facilities, or more than 1 person per room.

Estelle Fanucci,
J & P Ministry Chair
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