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It seems that whenever we sing the popular hymn, “Give Thanks,” the things that trouble 
our minds, melt away. As the song says that we are to give thanks with a grateful heart 
because God, the Holy One, gave us Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Giving thanks helps us 
to realize that those who feel weak can now gain strength through their gratefulness to 
God. And that those who are poor can gain spiritual riches because of the great sacrificial 
love that has been offered to us all.    
 

This message of thanksgiving is also found in our scripture readings. In 1Thessaloians 
5:18, we hear, “Be joyful always: pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” As thankfulness is to be a way of life for us because it 
reminds us that God will guide our paths. Thus, thankfulness in daily living is not only 
appropriate but also healthy and beneficial to us because it helps us look at the bigger 
picture… we belong to God. 
 

With this sense of belonging in mind, let us reflect upon the many ways we are church 
together. Our diversity helps us to hear different viewpoints and to experience both 
traditional and innovative ways of living out our faith in God. Our diversity helps us to see 
that we can be born in different places, and yet, share the same table for Holy Communion.  
As we give thanks to God for our diversity, and for bringing us together for worship, prayer, 
study, service, and fellowship!  
 

We are grateful for every blessing and hope to continue being a blessing. To live into this 
hope, our Stewardship Team sent out letters asking for your financial commitment to help 
support the ministries of the church. We know this year has seen an increase in gas prices, 
groceries, and housing, but we ask that if you have been blessed financially, please 
consider pledging your support by sending back the pledge cards to the church by 
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 2oth. At this time, we will give 
thanks to God for the ministries of the church, the leadership 
volunteers, and your commitment to the church during our 
worship and anniversary celebration luncheon. 
 

So, let us join our hearts together in ‘Giving Thanks’ for 
Union and being part of the amazing 128-year history of 
ministry and mission, here in West Palm Beach, and beyond! 
Hope to celebrate with you on Sunday, November 20th! 
 
With Love, 
Pastor Sheila 

 
 



  

 
Rod Jennings; Sabita Shah; Bonnie’s family and 

friends; Louise Dempster’s friend, Terry; Barbara 

Gruber; Rev. Larry’s family and friends; Zaida’s 

family and friends; Pastor Sheila’s family and 

friends (Rose Harvey Carter); Hurricane Victims; 

Linda’s Family for the loss of her sister, Marilyn; 

Jeanne Martin; Donnie Family and friends 

(Michael-Ann family friend); Evelyn’s great-great-

grandson, Zade; Debbie Wemyss’s friend Jodie 

Quackenbush; Pastor Sheila’s Aunt Betty; Ada 

Harvey’s and family; Linda Padmore’s daughter, 

Whitney; Melanie Shepherd; Beth White; Simone 

Shah; Jane Grandusky; Cynthia Clarke; Linda 

Padmore, Lenny's mom, Kathy; Rosemita & 

family; Shooting massacres; Donna’s sister, 

Sharon; Joanie Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s 

nephew, Ramine; Joan Gerson; Charles 

Rodriguez Tori Niki McDanel’s family and friends; 

Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Ruth Cassidy's 

husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; 

Dottie Boswell;  Marjorie Hanson; George 

Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail 

Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katia;  Ray Lyons; 

Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; 

Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle 

Chapman; All Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, 

depression and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine 

War; Prayers for Puerto Rico  
 

 

 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
Every Sunday beautiful 
flowers adorn our altar.  We 
have a flower chart for sign-
ups.  Also, you can call the 
office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net.  Garden 
flowers are $10 and 

floral arrangements are $35.  As an 
added bonus you can list the flowers in 
the bulletin in memory or in honor of 
someone or a special occasion.  You are 
also welcome to take the $35 
arrangement home. 

 

 

mailto:office@unionucc.net


 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

 

 

From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving ~ 
Don’t forget to return your pledge card on 
Nov. 20th! (or sooner) Your card will go a 
long way in helping our Mission Teams 
envision their programs for the upcoming 
year.  By returning your card you are letting 
us know that you support the work of Union 
Congregational United Church of Christ.  

 

With Gratitude, 

Your Stewardship Team 

Rose Lightfoot 

Chair 

 

 

Mission & Outreach – November 2022 

Greetings Union! October flew by and 

November is already here! Below are some 

reminders/updates: 

We greatly appreciate all the support that has 

been shown towards the food pantry ministry 

thus far (volunteers, financial and food 

contributions). It is still our most successful 

mission in our West Palm Beach community. 

Reminder: Food bags are handed out every 

first Saturday from 9am to 12noon. 

Mission & Outreach's fellowship month for 

October was a success! Many thanks to all 

who provided us with goodies and also helped 

with set-up and clean-up. It is such a blessing 

to have a church family who pitches in 

whenever it's needed. 

We attended a Family Promise appreciation 

dinner in October. This was FP's way of saying 

'thank you' to Union (and other churches) for 

all of our volunteerism efforts. A special shout 

out to Jane for receiving the beautiful 

'volunteer of the year' plaque. :-) Many thanks 

to all who give of their time to this worthwhile 

ministry. 

Due to Hurricane Ian's devastation to the west 

coast and central Florida, Union collected 

monetary donations and supplies to help with 

the UCC's emergency relief fund. A huge 

'thank you' to all who contributed. Your 

donation matters to so many who are in need. 

With our five (5) mission offerings each year 

(OCWM, STC, OGHS, NIN, Christmas Fund), 

we remain consistent in supporting the UCC in 

sponsoring vital ministries that bring hope to 

people in the U.S. and around the world. We 

are maintaining our mission message of 

teaching others about God's love through the 

various projects that we support. 

Remember, God has placed His 'investment' 

in us. Let us remain focused and trust that with 

God all things are possible. We are still on a 

mission! 

 

God Bless, 

Rosemarie Lightfoot 

Mission Chairperson 

  

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS 
On Nov. 1st Union once again provided a 
week’s worth of groceries and a warm 
meal to the families of Family Promise.  A 
dedicated team of volunteers shop (thank 
you John Webster & Judith Moores!) and 
prepare and serve a meal at the Family 
Promise Day Center.  If YOU would like to 
help out with our next assigned date – 
please let Judith Moores or Jane 
Grandusky know.  ALL are invited to be a 
part of this loving mission. 

 
 
 

TRUSTEE NEWS

 
Put your talent to good use!  We need 
people to help out around the church – in the 
yard, small repairs, painting, light clean up – 
if any of this is something you can do please 
SIGN UP on the SOUND BOARD.   

From your Trustees  

J&P NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FOR NOVEMBER, 2022  
 
Hello Everyone,  
 
Union Congregational UCC rejoined the Palm Beach 
County PEACE organization at a PEACE meeting held on 
Monday, October 24, 2022. The three current issues that 
PEACE will focus on for 2022 - 2023 are Affordable 
Housing, Community and Police Relations and Mental 
Health & Addiction. Pastor Sheila has joined the PEACE 
Steering Committee for Affordable Housing and I have 
signed up to work on the Affordable Housing issue. 
Union’s Justice and Peace Ministry is looking forward to 
becoming an active participant in the PEACE 
organization.  
 
DID YOU KNOW?  
 
In the PBC Affordable Housing Needs Assessment 
Report published in Feb. 2021 the following conclusions 
were reached:  
 
• The scope and scale of Palm Beach County’s affordable 
housing needs are substantial;  
• Housing affordability in Palm Beach County are growing 
Economic and Quality of Life concerns that can’t be 
ignored;  
• Housing affordability matters - it impacts a broad 
spectrum of economic and social issues that have been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic;  
• Palm Beach County’s affordable housing needs require 
an immediate focus on rental housing preservation and 
production;  
• The scope and scale of Pam Beach County’s affordable 
housing issues should make it a top policy priority; and  
• The scope and scale of Palm Beach County’s affordable 
housing needs will require a substantial level of public 
and private capital investment far in excess of traditional 
federal and state funding programs.  
 
 
 
Estelle Fanucci, J & P Ministry Chair 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Our food pantry at Union Congregational Church 
was established in 2013.  We distribute bags of 
groceries to our community the first Saturday of 
the month from 9AM to Noon. 
Over the years, this ministry has served many 
individuals and families.  As we all know, the cost 
of everything has increased.  This month, 
October 2022 was our highest number of bags 
distributed, 75 bags.   
The pantry is supported by generous financial 
and grocery donations from our congregation and 
friends of the church. We invite you to participate 
in this ministry by making a financial contribution 
to support the continuation of this service to 
many in need. Our mission, love in action to feed 
the hungry. 
 
Thank you for your generous  
support. 
 
Food Pantry Team 

      



  

 

  

 

 

  

YOUTH & KIDS PAGE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 



       
   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 

 
      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

       November News Especially for you: 
 
 

 
 
 

                           
          
 
          
 
 
         

 
 


