
  



      UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love,  
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
   

      December 4, 2022 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera. 

Thank you.♥ 

 
 

ENTER TO WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC      
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship.  Lighting 

the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 
 

PRELUDE                “My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise”  
         

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 

INTROIT                        “You are Welcome Here” 
 

Refrain: You are welcome here, no matter who you are, no matter where 
you are on life's journey You are welcome here, no matter who 
you are, come and join with us, we're united in the church of 
Christ.  

Come now all people join in the song, come be a part of the family of God.  

We are God's people and you belong, share in the joy of Christ.  Refrain 
 

We pray for justice; we pray for peace; we hear the word of the Savior of all.  We 
find God's mercy; we find release, sharing the joy of Christ.  Refrain 
 

Greeting One Another  

        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
*Chorus: 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  Imagine with us,  

All:   a world where God takes shoots and buds and uses them for     
          large purposes.  
One:  We imagine a world,  

 



All:   where baby cows and baby bears play together in peace and   
harmony. Where lions and lambs     

         live together in safety.  

One: Imagine God’s world,  

All:  where God’s Holy Mountain provides refuge, peace, and safety.  

One:  We come to worship; we come to the mountain  

All: to worship the One who takes the tiniest shoot and uses it to  

signal the peace of God. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - HOPE                         Simone & Emma Shah 
 

With this one light, we pray: O God, we place this light in this holy space as a 
reminder that we are on this journey together. Be light along all our paths. Lead 
us to a more just world and help us to stay awake and present to your love in 
each ordinary day. Amen. 
 

INVOCATION 
 Christ is with us! 
    Christ is in our midst!  
 

Be light along all our paths. Lead us to a more just world and help us to stay 

awake and present to your love in each ordinary day. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              
 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE      “There's a Spirit of Love in this Place"  
 

There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place.  You 

can't see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air.  There’s a spirit of love 

in this place.   

Refrain:  O alleluia, sing alleluia!  We bless your holy name.   

  O alleluia, sing alleluia!  There’s a spirit of love in this place.  

There’s a presence of peace in this room, there's the presence of peace in 

this room.  In God’s tenderness is found peace that passes human bounds.  

There’s the presence of peace in this room.   Refrain 
 

 

OFFERTORY                             “I've Got Peace Like a River”                      
 

 



*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

(All children are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES  
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  His 

delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 

shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 

the belt around his loins.  The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 

with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 

them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the 

lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 
  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Give the ruler your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to a ruler's heir. 
May the ruler judge your people with righteousness, 
 and your poor with justice. 
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness.   
May the ruler defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
 give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 
May the ruler live while the sun endures, 
 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
May the ruler be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
In the ruler's days may righteousness flourish 
 and peace abound, until the moon is no more.   
Blessed be the sovereign, the God of Israel, 
 Who alone does wondrous things.  
Blessed be God's glorious name forever; 



 may the whole earth be filled with God's glory.  
Amen and Amen 
 Amen and Amen.  
 

Matthew 3:1-12 
 While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” was preaching 

in the desert country of Judea. His message was simple and austere, like his desert 

surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.”  John and his message were 

authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy:  Thunder in the desert!  Prepare for God’s arrival! 

Make the road smooth and straight!  John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the 

waist by a leather strap. He lived on a diet of locusts and wild field honey. People 

poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in 

action. There at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were baptized 

into a changed life.  When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were 

showing up for a baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to 

do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down 

here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any 

difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin! And don’t think you can pull 

rank by claiming Abraham as father. Being a descendant of Abraham is neither here 

nor there. Descendants of Abraham are a dime a dozen. What counts is your life. Is it 

green and blossoming? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.  “I’m baptizing 

you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. The real action comes 

next: The main character in this drama—compared to him I’m a mere stagehand—will 

ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing 

you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives. 

He’ll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put out 

with the trash to be burned.” 
 

This is the word of life. 
       Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION      “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                      
                 Duet Pastor Sheila & Catherine Briggs 

 

SERMON                                  “Vision of Peace”                   Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you,  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The gifts of creation are on the table. 
The dreams of God are set before us. 
 

Let us give thanks for God’s gifts. 
At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in 
Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth. 



All:  We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace 
and justice, of love and blessing. 
 

All:  He called it the Kingdom of God. 
 

Pastor:  We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them 
to love one another as he had loved them.  We remember that Jesus said, “Every time 
you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you 
are to remember me.” 
 

All:  Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we 
are indeed one body!  As many as we are, we are one in Christ. 
 

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered 
into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the 
table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve 
him.  Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify 
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May 
Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves. 
 All:  All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    "Let Us Break Bread Together"   
 

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our 
knees.  
 Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God, 
    have mercy on me. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. 
R 
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our 
knees. R 

ALLELUIA 

*CLOSING HYMN                  “When a Peace Like a River” 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE                   “Comfort, Comfort O My People”  
 

DEPART TO SERVE 



 
 

 

 

Joys: All Birthdays in December! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Communion 
Sunday!  

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

 

THANK YOU to all who are worshipping with us virtually. To offer support for our 

ministries, please visit us on the web at www.UnionUCC.net. All are welcome here! 

Participating in Today’s Service:     

Readers                                                     Joanna Hollis, Ada Harvey   

Sunday School Highlight 
 
 

In Sunday School this week we celebrate the 2nd Sunday of Advent, 
PEACE Sunday.  We will also be preparing for our pageant.  
Come join the fun!!! 
 
  
 

 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are visiting, we invite you to 

sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of 

the chairs in the sanctuary for your convenience. 

 

 
 

Flowers today are from 

Joyce French and Charlene Buck. 

 
 

 

 

 

Concerns:  

Tori Niki and Steve; Rod Jennings; Sabita Shah; Bonnie’s family and friends; Louise 

Dempster’s friend, Terry; Barbara Gruber; Rev. Larry’s family and friends; Pastor Sheila’s 

family and friends (Rose Harvey Carter); Hurricane Victims; Linda’s Family for the loss of 

her sister, Marilyn; Jeanne Martin; Donnie Family and friends (Michael-Ann family friend); 

Evelyn’s great-great-grandson, Zade; Debbie Wemyss’s friend Jodie Quackenbush; 

Pastor Sheila’s Aunt Betty; Ada Harvey’s and family; Linda Padmore’s daughter, Whitney; 

Melanie Shepherd; Beth White; Simone Shah; Jane Grandusky; Cynthia Clarke; Linda 

Padmore, Lenny's mom, Kathy; Rosemita & family; Shooting massacres; Donna’s sister, 

Sharon; Joanie Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew, Ramine; Joan Gerson; Charles 

Rodriguez Tori Niki McDanel’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Ruth 

Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Dottie Boswell;  Marjorie Hanson; 

George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, 

Katia;  Ray Lyons; Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Richard Lightfoot's 

brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman; All Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and 

anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; Prayers for Puerto Rico  

 

 

http://www.unionucc.net./
https://websitesmail.att.com/
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Musician Steven Fabian 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 
 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 
Summer hours may vary.  Please call to confirm the office is open. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 COMMUNION SUNDAY- Second Sunday of Advent 

10:00 AM  Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 
11:20AM - 11:40 AM  Sing-Along Ensemble Rehearsal with Confirmation Class 
11:45AM - 12:30 PM  Handbell Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 – The Sum of Us 

6:45 PM Prayer & Reflection 

7:00 PM     Bible Study Zoom Information:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09 

Meeting ID: 812 9653 9395   Password: 543935 
 

Next Sunday, December 11, 2022  

10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

 

 

mailto:sheila@unionucc.net
http://www.uccfla.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81296539395?pwd=Y0tvYU1KeGF3dFVSTHhOZVhQbCtsdz09


 


