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“And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken.” Isaiah 40:5, NIV 
 
Currently, we are in the Season of Advent. It is a time of expectant waiting and preparation 
for the celebration of Jesus at Christmas. Advent suggests that we keep our eyes on the 
Star of light this month to let it lead us triumphantly into the New Year.   
 
For many Christians, the Season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two 
different perspectives. First, the Season offers the 
opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the 
coming of the Messiah, and second, the Season 
prepares us to be alert for His Second Coming. 
 
Here, at Union, we are continuously preparing 
with great anticipation of Christ’s coming! We are 
doing so by offering goodwill amongst one 
another and even on behalf of those whom we 
have yet to meet. Praying that God continues to 
bless this church in ways that afford us the 
opportunity of spreading the hope, peace, joy, and love that was born at Christmas!   
 
Having a vision of hope also represents this anonymous poet’s Advent blessing, which 
says, “Let us welcome God’s bright and shining morning star, a Child born in a manger, a 
Son sent to redeem the world. A Savior who comes to renew all things. May His light shine 
on you. May His light shine through you. And may the light of God’s Christmas Star be with 
you in this season of new birth.” 
 
This timely blessing helps us remember, that even in the midst of change, loss, and grief, 
we can look to the Star that shines brightly and continues to light our way forward. As we 
are grounded in the promise that righteousness and justice prevail and that we will be 
guided by Christ’s light in our work of love, peace, and integrity. May God continue to bring 
us a vision of HOPE by guiding us along the way.  
 

Wishing You a Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year! 

 

With Love, 
Pastor Sheila  

 



  

 
Barbara Gruber; Simone Shah; Cynthia Clarke; 

Jane Grandusky; Rod Jennings; Sabita Shah; 

Bonnie’s family and friends; Louise Dempster’s 

friend, Terry; Rev. Larry’s family and friends; 

Pastor Sheila’s family and friends (Rose Harvey 

Carter); Hurricane Victims; Linda’s Family for the 

loss of her sister, Marilyn; Jeanne Martin; Donnie 

Family and friends (Michael-Ann family friend); 

Evelyn’s great-great-grandson, Zade; Debbie 

Wemyss’s friend Jodie Quackenbush; Pastor 

Sheila’s Aunt Betty; Ada Harvey’s and family; 

Linda Padmore’s daughter, Whitney; Melanie 

Shepherd; Beth White; Linda Padmore, Lenny's 

mom, Kathy; Rosemita & family; Shooting 

massacres; Donna’s sister, Sharon; Joanie 

Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew, 

Ramine; Joan Gerson; Charles Rodriguez Tori 

Niki McDanel’s family and friends; Gail Fei’s 

daughter, Debbie; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; 

Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Dottie Boswell;  

Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's brother, 

Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, 

Helga's daughter, Katia;  Ray Lyons; Melanie's 

friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Richard 

Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Isabelle Chapman; 

All Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression 

and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; Prayers 

for Puerto Rico  
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA SALE  
 

The CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY 
TEAM is selling holiday poinsettias for our 

sanctuary on Christmas for $10. Your name and 
the name of the person you are remembering 

will be listed in the Christmas bulletin. Forms are 
available on the soundboard.  For more 

information, please see 
Rev. Michael-Ann Veziroglu or Donna Minott. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DECEMBER NEWS 
 

Greetings Union! As you already know, From Bread 

and Cup to Faith and Giving is the theme that began 

this United Church of Christ's Stewardship season. 

This initiative of UCC congregations, conferences 

and the national setting makes the connection 

between God's generosity and our stewardship. It is 

also a reminder that gratitude and generosity is a 

response to the gifts of God that Jesus teaches us 

when we share communion. 

The church depends on our financial support to 

continue to grow and serve. During our 128th 

anniversary celebration held on November 20th, 

Union members were able to make a financial 

commitment to support the work of our congregation 

and the wider UCC. Pledge/Commitment cards were 

collected and are still available. Please check on the 

soundboard or with the church office (if you need one 

mailed to you). 

When we have a heart to share our financial 

blessings, there are no limits to how we, the Church, 

can make a difference. Come, join us in pledging 

your support to the ministries of Union 

Congregational Church as we give of our time, our 

talent, and our 10th to God. It takes all of us working 

together to be the love and light of Jesus Christ for 

everyone, everywhere, all the time. Union, ‘We are 

still on a ‘Mission’! – ‘From Bread & Cup to Faith & 

Giving!’. 

 

God Bless, 

Rosemarie Lightfoot 

Stewardship Chairperson 

MISSION & OUTREACH – DECEMBER 2022 

Greetings Union! Happy December! Here are 

some reminders/updates: This being the last 

month of the year, the Mission team would like to 

thank everyone for supporting us throughout 2022.  

Below is an overview of our Mission and Outreach 

Ministry together. 

1. We greatly appreciate all the volunteers, 

food contributors and financial donors. 

Reminder: Food bags are handed out 

every first Saturday from 9am to 12noon.  

2. Our last Family Promise week of this year 

was from Oct 31st through Nov 4th. We 

provided a week's worth of groceries for 

the families and a potluck dinner on a 

designated night during that week. Our 

potluck night is always special and 

remains a success. We are 'always' 

looking for new members and friends who 

would like to get involved.  Please see 

Judith Mooers or Jane Grandusky if you 

would like to help prepare a meal or buy 

groceries for the families.   

3. A special note of 'thanks' to our Men's 

Fellowship who helped by contributing a 

Thanksgiving basket to Family Promise!  

We were able to bless 16 families. 

4. The Christmas Fund is our last mission 

offering of the year and will be taken on 

Sunday, December 18th. The Christmas 

Fund has been caring for active and 

retired clergy and lay employees of the 

UCC for over 100 years. This special fund 

helps by providing emergency grants, 

supplementation of small annuities and 

health premiums. With our five (5) mission 

offerings each year, we remain consistent 

in supporting the UCC and sponsoring 

vital ministries that bring hope to people in 

the U.S. and around the world.  

 

Union, God has placed His 'investment' in us. Let 

us remain focused and trust that God will provide. 

We are still on a mission! 

 

God Bless, 

 

Rosemarie Lightfoot 

Mission Chairperson 

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR 128TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20th! 

 

 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
Green Mills 
Linda Harvey 
Investment Planning Group –  
 Peggy Kelleher 
Kings Managment Inc. 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 
Donna Minott 
Debbie Chea & Simone Barton 
Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

 

SILVER SPONSORS 
George & Joan Gerson 
Jane Grandusky 
Judith Mooers 
Zaida Pacheco - Realtor® 
Alice Payne 
John Webster 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
Move Art Dance Academy 
Grandusky & Lamb 
Rev. Marion C. Harrison &  
 Charles  Wayne Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 

TRUSTEE NEWS

 
Put your talent to good use!  We need 
people to help out around the church – in the 
yard, small repairs, painting, light clean up – 
if any of this is something you can do please 
SIGN UP on the SOUND BOARD.   

From your Trustees  

J&P NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FOR DECEMBER, 2022 
 

DID YOU KNOW? If you are interested in learning 
more about Just Peace issues, there are many 
opportunities on the Florida Conference UCC 
website. Go to the website and click on “Changing 
Our World”. Several categories are listed. Click on 
“UCC Justice and Witness Ministry”. Once there, 
click on “Justice Events”. A calendar of Zoom 
presentations are listed. Click on the title of the one 
that resonates with you, and a description of the 
event and a Register Box will appear. Here are some 
of the offerings that may interest you: 
 

• Dec. 14: Climate Justice  

• Dec. 15: WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, 
Supportive & Engaged) for Mental Health  

• Dec. 22: Near the Broken Hearted  

• Mar. 16: Join the Movement for Social Justice  

• Apr. 20: Ways the UCC Economic Justice 
Movement Lives in Churches and 
Conferences 

Sincerely, 
 

Estelle Fanucci, J & P Ministry Chair 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Union continues Its mission in 
serving the people our community 
in need of food.  In November, we 
distributed 62 bags of food, which 
helped 211 individuals. 

We thank all our volunteers who shop, pack 
bags, serve on the first Saturday of each 
month, and all who donate to this special 
ministry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

 

 

  

YOUTH & KIDS PAGE 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 



       
   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
      5088 Summit Boulevard 
      West Palm Beach, Florida    33415 

     (561) 686-0330 
    www.unionucc.net 
email:  office@unionucc.net 
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