
   



      UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love,  
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  

                              COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera. 

Thank you.♥ 

 
ENTER TO WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING MUSIC      
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship.  Lighting 

the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 
 

PRELUDE                             “You are Welcome Here”  
         

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
INTROIT                                   “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”          
 

Refrain:   Just a closer walk with Thee.  Grant it, Jesus, is my plea.   

Daily walking close to Thee.  Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.  
 

I am weak but Thou art Strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong.  

I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to Thee.   (Refrain) 

 

Greeting One Another  

        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
 

*Chorus: 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

One:  To a society that lives in the shadowed recesses of doubt and fear,  

All:    God calls us to be light.  

One:  To a world where every greed is fed until there is no taste to life,  

All:   God calls us to be salt.  

 



One: To a time when loyalties are discarded as easily as the clothes we   

         wear,  

All:   God calls us to be faithful.  

One: People of faith, come, let us worship.  
 

INVOCATION 
 Christ is with us! 
    Christ is in our midst!  
 

Light of the world, be our light this day. Creator of life, preserve our life this day. 
Holy God, pour out your righteousness on us this day. Light of the world, we 
gather to praise you on this day, with our hearts, song, and minds. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE              “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”              
 

PASTORAL PRAYER           
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER RESPONSE          "I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry"            Pastor Sheila 
 

I love my God, who heard my cry and pited every groan. 

Long as I live and troubles rise, I’ll hasten to God’s throne. 
 

I love my God, who heard my cry and chased my grief away. 

O let my heart no more despair while I have breath to pray. 
 

OFFERTORY                                 “I Thank You, Jesus”           
 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

(All children are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

Isaiah 58:1-9 

Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my 

people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek 



me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. "Why do we fast, but you do 

not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own 

interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.  Look, you fast only to quarrel 

and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make 

your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is 

it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you 

call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  Is not this the fast that I choose:  to 

loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go 

free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring 

the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not 

to hide yourself from your own kin?  Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory 

of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  If you remove the yoke from among 

you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, Then you shall call, and 

the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  If you remove 

the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer 

your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise 

in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LORD will guide you 

continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never 

fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to 

live in. 
 

Psalm 112: 1-9 
 

Happy are they who revere the Holy One, delighting in God’s commandments. 

 Their descendants shall be powerful in the world.  A truthful generation 

shall  be blessed. 

Honor and wealth shall be in their homes, faithful justice enduring forever. 

 Light shines in the darkness for the truthful, who are gracious, merciful, 

and  faithful.  
 

It is good for everyone to lend generously, to conduct their affairs justly. 

 Nothing can ever shake them; just and faithful people will ever be 

remembered. 

They need not fear wicked rumour; 

  Their hearts are firm; they trust the Holy One.   
 

Their hearts are resolute and fearless; in the end they will see the downfall of their 

foes.  

 They give generously to the needy; their faithful justice stands forever. 



They hold up their heads with honor.  The wicked see it and are angry, gnashing their 

teeth in despair. 

 The ambitions of the wicked come to nothing.   
 

Matthew 5:13-20 

"Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the 

God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 

You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.   “Here’s another way to put 

it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret 

to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-

bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you 

on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep 

open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people 

to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. “Don’t suppose for a minute that 

I have come to demolish the Scriptures—either God’s Law or the Prophets. I’m not 

here to demolish but to complete. I am going to put it all together, pull it all together in a 

vast panorama. God’s Law is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky and the 

ground at your feet. Long after stars burn out and earth wears out, God’s Law will be 

alive and working. “Trivialize even the smallest item in God’s Law and you will only 

have trivialized yourself. But take it seriously, show the way for others, and you will find 

honor in the kingdom. Unless you do far better than the Pharisees in the matters of 

right living, you won’t know the first thing about entering the kingdom. 
 

 

This is the word of life. 
       Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION   “How Can I Keep From Singing?”     Arr. J. Carpenter                          
                                                        Vocalist, Catherine Briggs 
 

SERMON                                  “Restoring Beauty”                   Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you,  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The gifts of creation are on the table. 
The dreams of God are set before us. 
 

Let us give thanks for God’s gifts. 
At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in 
Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth. 
All:  We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace 
and justice, of love and blessing. 
 



All:  He called it the Kingdom of God. 
 

Pastor:  We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them 
to love one another as he had loved them.  We remember that Jesus said, “Every time 
you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you 
are to remember me.” 
 

All:  Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we 
are indeed one body!  As many as we are, we are one in Christ. 
 

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered 
into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the 
table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve 
him.  Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify 
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May 
Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves. 
 All:  All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    "Let Us Break Bread Together"   
 

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our 
knees.  
 Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God, 
    have mercy on me. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. 
R 
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our 
knees. R 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                  “We Shall Overcome” 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE          “God's Got the Whole World in Them Hands”                              
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 



  

Joys: All Birthdays in February! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Communion 
Sunday! Black History Month! 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

 

THANK YOU to all who are worshipping with us virtually. To offer support for our 

ministries, please visit us on the web at www.UnionUCC.net. All are welcome here! 

Participating in Today’s Service:     

Readers                                                George Gerson, Donna Minott   

Sunday School Highlight 
 
 

What does Jesus mean by being salt and light in the world?  
Let’s find out together!  This is also the first Sunday of Black 

History month and we’ll explore about the gifts of writer, pastor 
and theologian Howard Thurman. 
Come join our Sunday school class! 

 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are visiting, we invite you to 

sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of 

the chairs in the sanctuary for your convenience. 

 

 

Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar.  We have a flower chart for 
sign-ups.  Also, you can call the office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net.  Garden flowers are $10 and floral arrangements are 
$35.  As an added bonus you can list the flowers in the bulletin in memory or 
in honor of someone or a special occasion.  You are also welcome to take the 
$35 arrangement home. 

 
 

Concerns:  
Rod Jennings; Nancy Reser; Linda Padmore; Renna McGinnis; Pastor Sheila family and 

friends; Family and friends of Vernice Glaves; Bonnie’s daughter Kelly; Richard Lightfoot 

family and friends; Melanie Shepherd family and friends; Marilyn Woodbury family and 

friends; Peggy Lyons family and friends; Cyndi Lacharite family and friends; Jeanne 

Martin; Barbara Gruber; Simone Shah; Cynthia and Sam Clarke; Jane Grandusky; Rod 

Jennings; Sabita Shah; Bonnie’s family and friends; Louise Dempster’s friend, Terry; 

Hurricane Victims; Linda’s Family for the loss of her sister, Marilyn; Evelyn’s great-great-

grandson, Zade; Debbie Wemyss’s friend Jodie Quackenbush; Pastor Sheila’s Aunt Betty; 

Linda Padmore’s daughter, Whitney; Melanie Shepherd; Linda Padmore, Lenny's mom, 

Kathy; Rosemita & family; Shooting massacres; Donna’s sister, Sharon; Joanie Gerson; 

Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew, Ramine; Charles Rodriguez; Gail Fei’s daughter, 

Debbie; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy Reser’s daughter, Lori; Dottie Boswell;  

Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's brother, Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, 

(Helga's daughter), Katia;  Melanie's friend, Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Richard 

Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; All Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and anxiety; 

all refugees; Ukraine War; Prayers for Puerto Rico; Haiti 

 

 

http://www.unionucc.net./
mailto:office@unionucc.net
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Guest Musician Dr. Gail Fei 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 
 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 
Summer hours may vary.  Please call to confirm the office is open. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 Communion Sunday 

10:00 AM  Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 
11:15 AM  Fellowship - All are welcome! 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 – No Bible Study  

Bible Study will resume on February 22, 2023. 
 

Next Sunday, February 12, 2023  

10:00 AM Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

11:15 AM Fellowship – Super Bowl Party; All are welcome!  
11:45 AM Congregational Annual Meeting   
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