
   



UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience 

God’s love, 

grow spiritually and engage in 

meaningful service. 
 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

PALM SUNDAY/ COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

April 2, 2023 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

This service is livestreaming and we ask you not walk in front of the camera. 

Thank you.♥ 

 
ENTER TO WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING MUSIC      
When you hear the music, please gather, be seated and prepare for worship.  Lighting 

the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 
 

PRELUDE              “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  
     

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 

PROCESSIONAL INTROIT     “Pave the Way with Branches"   Drummer: Buckley Griffis 
 

Jesus is coming.  Pave the way with branches. 

Jesus is coming.  Hosanna. Jesus is coming.  Pave the way with branches. 

Jesus is coming.  Hosanna.  
 

Refrain: Hosanna Jesus is coming, Hosanna to the Prince of Peace. Hosanna Jesus is 

coming, Hosanna to the Prince of Peace.  
 

Hope for the down trod. Pave the way with branches. 

Hope for the down trod. Hosanna. Hope for the down trod. Pave the way with 

branches. Hope for the down trod.  Hosanna. Refrain 
 

Release for the captives.  Pave the way with branches. 

Release for the captives.  Hosanna. Release for the captives.  Pave the way with 

branches. Release for the captives. Hosanna. Refrain 
 

The suffering servant.  Pave the way with branches. 

The suffering servant.  Hosanna.  The suffering servant.  Pave the way with branches. 

The suffering servant.  Hosanna. Refrain 
 

Greeting One Another  

        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
 

 



*Chorus: 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

One We welcome the spirit of Christ into our midst.  

All: We welcome one another as Christ’s ambassadors.  

One: We lift these branches and lay these cloaks, in celebration and hope, as a 
reminder that Christ is always welcome among and within us.  

All: Hosanna, Immanuel! Welcome, Jesus of Nazareth!  
 

INVOCATION 
 Christ is with us! 
    Christ is in our midst!  
 

Great God, sometimes we are frozen in time. We feel like we can’t move forward. 
We feel stuck and wonder if this is all that will ever be. In these wild moments, 
we most need to find your grace. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE              “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna"     Drummer: Buckley Griffis 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER           
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE            "Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior" 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble cry; 
While on others you are calling, do not pass me by. Refrain 

 
 

Trusting only in your merit, would I seek your face; 
Heal my wounded, broken spirit, save me by your grace. Refrain 

 
 

Refrain: 
Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry; 

While on others you are calling, do not pass me by. 
 

OFFERTORY                               “The Name of the Lord”        Drummer: Buckley Griffis 
 

*DOXOLOGY          (Deacons please bring offerings forward.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT  
 

(All children and youth are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain  

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught.  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 

did not turn backward.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 

face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is 

near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All 

of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 

Psalm 118, 1-2, 19-29 
 

O give thanks to God, for God is good; 

 God's steadfast love endures forever! 

Let Israel say, 

 God's steadfast love endures forever. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

 that I may enter through them and give thanks to God. 

This is the gate of God; 

 the righteous shall enter through it.   

I thank you that you have answered me 

 and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

 This is God's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that God has made; 

 let us rejoice and be glad in it.   

Save us, we beseech you, O God! 

 O God, we beseech you,  give us success!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 

 We bless you from the house of God. 

The Sovereign is God, and God has given us light. 

 Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

 you are my God, I will extol you. 

O give thanks to God, for God is good, 

 for God's steadfast love endures forever.   
 

 



Matthew 21:1-11 
 When they neared Jerusalem, having arrived at Bethphage on Mount Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples with these instructions: “Go over to the village across from you. 

You’ll find a donkey tethered there, her colt with her. Untie her and bring them to me. If 

anyone asks what you’re doing, say, ‘The Master needs them!’ He will send them with 

you.”   This is the full story of what was sketched earlier by the prophet:  Tell Zion’s 

daughter, “Look, your king’s on his way, poised and ready, mounted on a donkey, on a 

colt, foal of a pack animal.”   The disciples went and did exactly what Jesus told them 

to do. They led the donkey and colt out, laid some of their clothes on them, and Jesus 

mounted. Nearly all the people in the crowd threw their garments down on the road, 

giving him a royal welcome. Others cut branches from the trees and threw them down 

as a welcome mat. Crowds went ahead and crowds followed, all of them calling out, 

“Hosanna to David’s son!” “Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!” “Hosanna in 

highest heaven!”   As he made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken. 

Unnerved, people were asking, “What’s going on here? Who is this?”  The parade 

crowd answered, “This is the prophet Jesus, the one from Nazareth in Galilee.”       

Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION       “Clap Your Hands”                            Arr. Patti Drennan  

                                                    Vocalist, Pastor Sheila 
 

SERMON                                       “Palm Sunday”                     Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you,  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The gifts of creation are on the table. 
The dreams of God are set before us. 
 

Let us give thanks for God’s gifts. 
At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in 
Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth. 
All:  We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace 
and justice, of love and blessing. 
 

All:  He called it the Kingdom of God. 
 

Pastor:  We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them 
to love one another as he had loved them.  We remember that Jesus said, “Every time 
you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you 
are to remember me.” 
 

All:  Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we 
are indeed one body!  As many as we are, we are one in Christ. 
 



Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered 
into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the 
table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve 
him.  Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify 
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May 
Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves. 
 All:  All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    "Let Us Break Bread Together"   
 

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our 
knees.  
 Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God, 
    have mercy on me. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. 
R 
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our 
knees. R 
 

ALLELUIA 

*CLOSING HYMN                    “All Glory, Laud and Honor” 
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE                              “Ride On, King Jesus”     Drummer: Buckley Griffis    
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 
 
 

 

  

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are 

visiting, we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering 

envelopes are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the 

sanctuary for your convenience. 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

New Member Sunday will be on April 9th.   Please plan to attend and  

welcome our newest members. 
 



 

 

 

Joys: All Birthdays in April (cake next Sunday)! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! 
Palm Sunday! 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

Participating in Today’s Service:     

Readers                                                Joyce French, Linda Padmore 

Deacon Assisting                                                                                    Joanna Hollis   

Sunday School Highlight 
 

Come join us in Sunday School on this PALM SUNDAY the start of  
Holy Week!  Hosanna in the Highest!!  We’ll look at all the events of  
Jesus’ life during this week, and explore some of the emotions and  
reactions of those closest to him. 
 

        
                Happy Birthday, Frank,  
             with love, The Lafferty Family! 

                            

Concerns:  
 

Billie Wilson; Pastor Sheila’s cousin, Jason; Robert Littlefield; Rose's daughter, Tyshawna 

for healing & recovery; Jan Mark; Stacey Bowen’s (Lenny) family and friends; Isabelle 

Chapman’s family and friends; Ione’s family and friends; Estelle Fanucci; Nancy Reser; 

Linda Padmore; Renna McGinnis; Jeanne Martin; Barbara Gruber; Simone Shah; Cynthia 

and Sam Clarke; Rod Jennings; Sabita Shah; Evelyn’s great-great-grandson, Zade; 

Donna’s sister, Sharon; Joanie Gerson; Susan DiAmicis; Judith’s nephew, Ramine; 

Charles Rodriguez; Gail Fei’s daughter, Debbie; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Nancy 

Reser’s daughter, Lori; Dottie Boswell;  Marjorie Hanson; George Gerson's brother, 

Jerome; Shirley Thomas; Gail Fei's friend, (Helga's daughter), Katia;  Melanie's friend, 

Grace; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Richard Lightfoot's brother, Joseph; Justice & Peace 

efforts; grieving, depression and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; Puerto Rico; Haiti; 

Turkey & Syria; Shootings in Tennessee  
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Guest Musician Jr Medina 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 
 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 
Summer hours may vary.  Please call to confirm the office is open. 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 – Palm Sunday   

10:00 AM  Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

11:15 AM  Fellowship - All are welcome!  
11:15 AM  Praise Team Rehearsal 
11:30 AM  Drumming Circle & Easter Card Making 
 

 

Thursday, April 6, 2023 Maundy Thursday Service 

7:00 PM    Maundy Thursday Worship 

 

Friday, April 7, 2023 Ecumenical Good Friday Service  

7:00 PM    Pastor Sheila and Rev. Michael-Ann, have been asked to be two of seven 

ministers in the area to preach at the Ecumenical Good Friday Service at 

Tabernacle Baptist Church, 801 Eighth St., West Palm Beach, FL.  All are 

invited.  

 

Next Sunday, April 9, 2023 – Easter Sunday 

10:00 AM  Worship – Facebook Live Streaming 

11:15 AM  Fellowship - All are welcome! Easter Party and April Birthday Cake!  
         Let’s Celebrate!  

 
 

 
 

PRIDE FESTIVAL & NEHEMIAH PEACE ACTION  

 

Thank you to all who participated with the Justice & Peace Team at the PRIDE 

Festival last weekend, and again on Monday evening!  
  

WE ARE “WALKING THE WALK” FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN! 

 

mailto:sheila@unionucc.net
http://www.uccfla.org/
http://www.ucc.org/


 


