
       



           UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love, 

grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

130TH ANNIVERSARY CHORAL CELEBRATION 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

 November 17, 2024 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

      This service is livestreaming.  Thank you.♥ 
 

 
 

ENTER TO WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship"     
 

When you hear the music, please gather.  Be seated and prepare for worship. 
Lighting the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 

 

 PROCESSIONAL PRELUDE      “Halle-Halle-Hallelujah” 
                       

 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 

INTROIT                                 "This is the Day" 
 

This is the day, this is the day that our God has made, that our God has made, 

we will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.  This is the 

day that our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it; this is the day, 

this is the day that our God has made. 
 

Greeting One Another  

        No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
   you are welcome here. 
*Chorus: 
 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  Come, let us give thanks to God.  

All:    We gather together to praise the One who strengthens the weak and hears      

the prayers of the forgotten.  

One:  Come, let us give thanks to Christ.  

All:    We gather together to sing of the One who calls us to serve those who are 

empty, who hunger, who are alone at this time of year.  



One:  Come, let us give thanks to the Spirit.  

All:    We gather together to exalt the One who prompts us to love, not only our 

family and friends, but the guests among us. 
 

*INVOCATION                                 “For the Beauty of the Earth”         Handbell Choir 

 Christ is with us! 

      Christ is in our midst! 
 

O God, you are the source of our life and the hope of our hearts. We are filled 

with wonder and we worship you. Every living cell of this universe is filled with 

your Spirit and every moment of our lives is full of your life-giving presence. You 

amaze us. Our desire for you is unending. In this time of worship accept our 

praise, and open us to experience the challenge of your word. We pray in 

Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE                         “Praise to the Living God”        
 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS/BAPTISM                                 
Frank Byrd, Teresa Byrd, Thomas Richards, & Patti Yacks 

 

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We 

promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 

labors of the church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit 

may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and 

be witnesses of our risen Savior. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER       
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE                    “The Lord’s Prayer”                        Dr. Bryan Ijames       
 

OFFERTORY MOMENT              “Imagine Together”                            Jane Grandusky 

                                 TRUSTEES TEAM 

Song: “This Little Light of Mine” 
             (Call and Response with Soloist)                Brandon, Soloist  

 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...This little light of mine, I'm gonna 

let it shine...This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine..let it shine, let it 

shine, let it shine.  

Won’t let the Satan blow it out… I'm gonna let it shine... Won’t let the Satan blow 

it out… I'm gonna let it shine... Won’t let the Satan blow it out… I'm gonna let it 

shine..let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  



Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine... Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it 

shine... Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine…let it shine, let it shine, let it 

shine.  

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...This little light of mine, I'm gonna 

let it shine...This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine..let it shine, let it 

shine, let it shine.  
 

*DOXOLOGY (Deacons Vanessa & Isaac to bring offerings forward.)    
 

 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

As we present our offerings today, we are reminded of your great love for us. Your 
love knows no bounds and is beyond measure. Help us to reflect your love in all 
that we do, including our giving. May these gifts be used to spread your love to 
others, bringing hope and healing to a world in need. 

 

 

(All children and youth are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 

Every year this man went from his hometown up to Shiloh to worship and offer a 

sacrifice to GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, 

served as the priests of GOD there. When Elkanah sacrificed, he passed helpings from 

the sacrificial meal around to his wife Peninnah and all her children, but he always 

gave an especially generous helping to Hannah because he loved her so much, and 

because GOD had not given her children. But her rival wife taunted her cruelly, rubbing 

it in and never letting her forget that GOD had not given her children. This went on year 

after year. Every time she went to the sanctuary of GOD she could expect to be 

taunted. Hannah was reduced to tears and had no appetite. 
 Her husband Elkanah said, “Oh, Hannah, why are you crying? Why aren’t you eating? 

And why are you so upset? Am I not of more worth to you than ten sons?”  So Hannah 

ate. Then she pulled herself together, slipped away quietly, and entered the sanctuary. 

The priest Eli was on duty at the entrance to GOD’s Temple in the customary seat. 

Crushed in soul, Hannah prayed to GOD and cried and cried—inconsolably. Then she 

made a vow: Oh, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, If you’ll take a good, hard look at my pain, 

If you’ll quit neglecting me and go into action for me By giving me a son, I’ll give him 

completely, unreservedly to you. I’ll set him apart for a life of holy discipline. 

It so happened that as she continued in prayer before GOD, Eli was watching her 

closely. Hannah was praying in her heart, silently. Her lips moved, but no sound was 

heard. Eli jumped to the conclusion that she was drunk. He approached her and said, 
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“You’re drunk! How long do you plan to keep this up? Sober up, woman!”  Hannah 

said, “Oh no, sir—please! I’m a woman hard used. I haven’t been drinking. Not a drop 

of wine or beer. The only thing I’ve been pouring out is my heart, pouring it out to GOD. 

Don’t for a minute think I’m a bad woman. It’s because I’m so desperately unhappy and 

in such pain that I’ve stayed here so long.”  Eli answered her, “Go in peace. And may 

the God of Israel give you what you have asked of him.”  “Think well of me—and pray 

for me!” she said, and went her way. Then she ate heartily, her face radiant.  Up before 

dawn, they worshiped GOD and returned home to Ramah. Elkanah slept with Hannah 

his wife, and GOD began making the necessary arrangements in response to what she 

had asked.  Before the year was out, Hannah had conceived and given birth to a son. 

She named him Samuel, explaining, “I asked GOD for him.” 
 

PSALM  16 
Protect me, O God, 
 for in you I take refuge. 
I say to God “You are my God; 
 I have no good apart from you. 
As for the holy ones in the land, 
 they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 
Those who choose another god 
 multiply their sorrows;     
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
 nor take their names upon my lips. 
God is my chosen portion and my cup. 
 you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
 I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless God who gives me counsel; 
 in the night also my heart instructs me.      
I keep God always before me; because God is at my right hand, 
 I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
 my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
 Or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.      
 

Mark 13:1-8 

As he walked away from the Temple, one of his disciples said, “Teacher, look at that 

stonework! Those buildings!”  Jesus said, “You’re impressed by this grandiose 

architecture? There’s not a stone in the whole works that is not going to end up in a 

heap of rubble.”   Later, as he was sitting on Mount Olives in full view of the Temple, 

Peter, James, John, and Andrew got him off by himself and asked, “Tell us, when is 

this going to happen? What sign will we get that things are coming to a head?” 



Jesus began, “Watch out for doomsday deceivers. Many leaders are going to show up 

with forged identities claiming, ‘I’m the One.’ They will deceive a lot of people. When 

you hear of wars and rumored wars, keep your head and don’t panic. This is routine 

history, and no sign of the end. Nation will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and 

over. Earthquakes will occur in various places. There will be famines. But these things 

are nothing compared to what’s coming. 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION            “Praise His Holy Name”          Arr. Mary McDonald   

           130th Anniversary Celebration Chorus  
                        
SERMON                                      “Praise The Holy One”          Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                       “Blessed Assurance”  
 

CHORAL BLESSING:          “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”              Carly, Bryan, 
                                                         Pastor Sheila, Ralph & Tom 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

 THE POSTLUDE                       “Halle-Halle-Hallelujah”                     
 

  DEPART TO SERVE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Joys: All Birthdays in November! Our Church Family! Union’s Choral Celebration! New 
Member Sunday! Stewardship Moment!  
 
 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

Participating in Today’s Service:    

Readers                                          Rebekah Guy, George Gerson, Dorothy Bates 

Assisting                                                                                                   Vanessa Nuñez 

Sunday School Highlight 
 

 

God is always with us!  Join us in Sunday School as we explore ways to  
help us remember that God is always with us.  Life can be hard and  
challenging, fun and joyous!  Where is God in each of these moments?  
Come and share your thoughts and wisdom with each other! 

 

 

   Flowers are presented by John Webster in 

loving memory of 

his wife, Nancy Louise Webster. 

 

Concerns:  
Pastor Sheila’s family and friends; Ada Harvey’s grandson, Grant; Doug Cornwell; Tom 
Richards; Melanie Shepherd; Marjorie Hanson’s family and friends; Rosemarie 
Lightfoot’s father, Tom; Richard Lightfoot; Ada Harvey and family; Beth White; Louise’s 
friend, Martha; Susan Harrell’s husband, George; Vanessa’s grandfather & cousin, Elsa 
Velez; John Webster family and friends: Rev. Marion Harrison; David’s family members, 
Evelyn Soza, Jerman Rodrigues, Carmen, Malgarita; Donna’s brother, Clevert; Adelaida 
Hernandez; Linda DiPaola’s family & friends; George Gerson’s Brother, Michael; Gail 
Fei's friend, Helga's daughter, Katya; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; Alice Payne; Borjana’s 
son, Petar; Ruth Deischer’s sister-in-law, Susan Deischer; Renna McGinnis; George 
Gerson’s friends, Diane & Timothy Scott; Wayne Johnson; Karen’s friend, Kris; George 
Gerson's nephew, Glenn; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Doug Cornwell’s family; Billie 
Wilson; Rose's daughter, Tyshawna for healing & recovery; Jan Mark; Rod Jennings; Jan 
Mark's son, Gary; Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and anxiety; all refugees; 
Ukraine War; Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence everywhere; Environmental concerns; 
Maui, HI, Florida; Israel conflict; Hurricane victims 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are visiting, 

we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering envelopes are 

found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your 

convenience. 
 

 

 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS  

If you are interested in any of the Silent Auction items, fill out the bid 

sheets in person or virtually by sending an email 

to zaida@unionucc.net with your bid. The Silent Auction will close on 

Sunday, November 24, 2024, during the Celebration Luncheon. Your 

support is appreciated. Spread the news!  

 

 



    



 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Music Director   Donya Lane  

Guest Master Conductor   Dr. Bryan Ijames 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 
 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 

Sunday, November 17, 2024 – New Member Sunday & Choral Celebration! 

10:30 AM   Worship – Facebook Live Streaming   

11:15 AM  Fellowship - All are welcome!  
11:45 AM   Diaconate Meeting  
 

Tuesday - Friday - Prayer Room is Available  

 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM    Open during office hours!  

 

Sunday, November 24, 2024 – 130th CELEBRATION SUNDAY! 

10:30 AM   Worship – Facebook Live Streaming   

11:15 AM  Celebration Luncheon & Silent Auction – Sign-up TODAY! 
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