
       



           UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love, 

grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

                                  March 9, 2025 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

     This service is livestreaming.  Thank you.♥ 
 

 
ENTER TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING MUSIC   
 

When you hear the music, please gather.  Be seated and prepare for worship. 
Lighting the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 

 

 PRELUDE                                “This Is the Day”              Organist, 
                                              Robert Littlefield                  
 THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 

INTROIT                                          “You are Welcome Here”                
     

Refrain: You are welcome here, no matter who you are, no matter where 

you are on life's journey You are welcome here, no matter who 

you are, come and join with us, we're united in the church of 

Christ.  
 

Come now all people join in the song, come be a part of the family of God.  

We are God's people and you belong, share in the joy of Christ.  Refrain 
 

We pray for justice; we pray for peace; we hear the word of the Savior of all.  We 
find God's mercy; we find release, sharing the joy of Christ.  Refrain 
 

*Chorus: 
 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One:  We return to you in joyful remembrance of all that you have done for us, O God. 

We thank you for the fruit of the land. 

All:  You have blessed us, O God.  

One:  We thank you for the gifts of the mind.  

All:  You have blessed us, O God.  

One:  We thank you for our physical abilities.  



All:  You have blessed us, O God.  

One:  You have blessed us with each other.  

All:  You have blessed us, O God.  

One:  But most of all you have blessed us with Jesus the Christ and his gift of love.  

All:  You have blessed us, O God.  

One:  Come, let us worship God. 
 

*INVOCATION 

 Christ is with us! 

      Christ is in our midst! 
 

Shape this moment with us, O God of Lent.  Call us again in this time of 

challenge, O God of questions.  Journey with us once more through this land, O 

God of wilderness, and speak to us of ancient promises breaking open once 

more.  This is our journey, O God, and you are our guide.  May we travel 

together. Amen 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE        “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”           
 
 PASTORAL PRAYER       
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE                   “Be Thou My Vision”                            Organist, 
                                                Robert Littlefield 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought by day and by night; 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my great Father, I thy dear child; 

Thou in me dwelling, with thee reconciled. 
 

OFFERTORY MOMENT     “We are Marching in the Light of God” 
 

We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching in the Light of God.  We are marching in the Light of God. 
We are marching, marching, marching.  We are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, marching, marching.  We are marching in the light of God. 

(Repeat) 



*DOXOLOGY (Deacons Joanna & Isaac to bring offerings forward.)    
 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

(All children and youth are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 
 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that 
the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name.   You shall go to the priest 
who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that 
I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of 
the LORD your God, you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A 
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an 
alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and 
populous.   When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard 
labor on us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice 
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.   
 

The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a 
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  So now I bring the first 
of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down 
before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God.   Then you, 
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all 
the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 
 

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to God, 
“My refuge and my fortress,  
 My God, in whom I trust.”  
Because you have made God your refuge,  
 the Most High your dwelling place,  
“no evil shall befall you,   
 no scourge come near your tent.   
 

For God will command God’s angels concerning you  



 to guard you in all your ways.  
On their hands they will bear you up,  
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.   
You will tread on the lion and the adder,  
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
Those who love me, I will deliver; 
 I will protect those who know my name.  
When they call to me, I will answer them;  
 I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them.  
“With long life I will satisfy them  
 and show them my salvation.    
 
Luke 4: 1-13 
Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild. 
For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during 
those days, and when the time was up he was hungry. The Devil, playing on his 
hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command this stone to turn into a 
loaf of bread.” Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to 
really live.”  
For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on 
display at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your 
pleasure. I’m in charge of them all and can turn them over to whomever I wish. 
Worship me and they’re yours, the whole works.” Jesus refused, again backing his 
refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. 
Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 
 

For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He 
said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed you in the care 
of angels to protect you; they will catch you; you won’t so much as stub your toe on a 
stone’?” “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your 
God.’”  That completed the testing. The Devil   temporarily, lying in wait for another 
opportunity. 

 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION            “Pass Me Not”            Arr. Fanny Crosby 
               Tom Richards & Pastor Sheila 
            
SERMON                            “Companion for the Journey”          Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
     

*CLOSING HYMN              “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”  
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

THE POSTLUDE                      ”Forty Days of Lent“               Organist, Robert Littlefield 
 
 

DEPART TO SERVE 

 



                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joys:  All Birthdays in March! Our Church Family! Live Streaming!  

 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

 

Participating in Today’s Service:    

Readers                                         Dorothy Bates, George Gerson, Rebekah Gay 

Assisting                George Gerson         

Sunday School Highlight 
 

Lent started on Wednesday, and this is the first Sunday of Lent.  
Join us as we begin our Lenten Journey for 2025!  We’ll create a 
calendar to mark the days and explore what Jesus went through 
during his time in the wilderness.  Come for this new season as 
we spend time together in community!! 

 

Concerns:  
Evelyn Chouris; Charlotte Snowden; Renna McGinnis; Beth White’s family & friends; 
Frank Byrd’s family & friends; Melanie Shepherd; Ada Harvey and family; Charlene Buck; 
Linda Padmore’s niece, Yvette & sister, Christine; Alice Payne; Bonnie Avery’s family 
member, Greg;  Rosemarie Lightfoots’s sister, Anita; Marion & Criss Gaetano’s family & 
friends; Charlie Rodriguez’s family and friends; Richard Lightfoot; Beth White; Louise’s 
friend, Martha; Susan Harrell’s husband, George; David’s family members, Evelyn Soza, 
Jerman Rodrigues, Carmen, Malgarita; Donna’s brother, Clevert; George Gerson’s 
Brother, Michael; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; Borjana’s son, Petar; Ruth Deischer’s sister-
in-law, Susan Deischer; Renna McGinnis; George Gerson’s friends, Diane & Timothy 
Scott; George Gerson's nephew, Glenn; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Rose's daughter, 
Tyshawna for healing & recovery; Jan Mark; Rod Jennings; Jan Mark's son, Gary; 
Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; 
Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence everywhere; Environmental concerns; Maui, HI, Florida; 
Israel conflict; Hurricane victims; Wild fires; Immigrant families; Attack on DEI; Medicaid 
& Food Assistance Programs 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are visiting, 

we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering envelopes are 

found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your 

convenience. 
 

 

 

    

Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar.  We have a flower chart 
for sign-ups.  Also, you can call the office or send an email to 
office@unionucc.net.  Garden flowers are $10 and floral arrangements 
are $40.  As an added bonus you can list the flowers in the bulletin in 
memory or in honor of someone or a special occasion.  You are also 
welcome to take the $40 arrangement home. 
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Music Director   Donya Lane 

Organist Robert Littlefield 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 
 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 
 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 

 

Sunday, March 9, 2025  

10:00 AM   Worship – Facebook Live Streaming   

11:15 AM  Fellowship - All are welcome!  
11:45 AM - 12:15 PM Handbell Rehearsal  
 

Tuesday - Friday - Prayer Room is Available  

 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM    Open during office hours!  
 

 

Sunday, March 16, 2025  

10:00 AM   Worship – Facebook Live Streaming   

11:15 AM  “PEACE” Fellowship - All are welcome!  

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM Handbell Rehearsal   
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