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“And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” Isaiah 40:5, NIV 
 

Seasons Greetings, Union! Currently, we are in the Season of Advent. It is a time of expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of Jesus at Christmas. Advent suggests that we keep 
our eyes on the Star of light this month to let it lead us triumphantly into the New Year.   
 

For many Christians, the Season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two different 
perspectives. First, the Season offers the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the 
coming of the Messiah, and second, the Season prepares us to be alert for His Second Coming. 
 

Here, at Union, we are continuously preparing with 
great anticipation of Christ’s coming! We are doing so 
by offering goodwill amongst one another and even on 
behalf of those whom we have yet to meet. Praying 
that God continues to bless this church in ways that 
afford us the opportunity of spreading the hope, peace, 
joy, and love that was born at Christmas!   
 

We are also blessed to continue moving forward in our 
Affordable Housing for Seniors efforts. We lovingly call 
it ‘Peace Village.’ In October, the County awarded Peace Village with $1,000,000 towards funding 
the project, which goes to one development project per year. Just this past week, the County 
awarded part of its Affordable Housing Bond Fund to Peace Village for approximately $5,000,000! 
We also received an additional $300,000 to assist with development fees. Let’s keep praying, 
please! 
 

Moreover, looking forward during Advent represents this blessing, which says, “Let us welcome 
God’s bright and shining morning star, a Child born in a manger, a Son sent to redeem the world. 
A Savior comes to renew all things. May His light shine on you. May His light shine through you. 
The light of God’s Christmas Star is with you, in this season of new birth.” 
 

This Advent blessing helps us to remember that even amid change, loss, and grief, we can look to 
the Star that shines brightly and continues to light our way forward. As we are grounded in the 
promise that righteousness and justice prevail and that we will be guided by Christ’s light in our 
work of love, peace, and integrity. May you and yours have a Merry Christmas and Joyous New 
Year! 
 

With Hope & Love, 
Pastor Sheila  
 
 



   

 

Sam Clarke; Debbie Englert; Robert Herald 
family & friends; Joan Gerson; Timothy Blood; 
Tom Richards’s sister, Cindy Richards-
Wallace & his friend, Jackie Sloan; Jan Mark; 
Ada Harvey’s grandson, Grant; David 
Ramirez; Irv Koehler; Tom Richards; Linda 
Padmore’s family & friends; Rod Jenning’s 
family & friends; Marion Gaetano’s family & 
friends; Jane Grandusky’s husband, Mark; 
Bonnie Avery’s family and friends; Teresa 
Byrd; Lin McNaughton’s mom and cousin, 
Cade; Linda Padmore’s daughter, Jeannine; 
Linda Harvey; Susan Young’s sister, Genie; 
Kirk Dorhout; Evelyn Chouris; Charlotte 
Snowden; Renna McGinnis; Beth White’s 
family & friends; Frank Byrd’s family & friends; 
Melanie Shepherd; Charlene Buck; Linda 
Padmore’s niece, Yvette & sister, Christine; 
Rosemarie Lightfoots’s sister, Anita; Beth 
White; Louise’s friend, Martha; Donna’s 
brother, Clevert; George Gerson’s Brother, 
Michael; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; Borjana’s 
son, Petar; Ruth Deischer’s sister-in-law, 
Susan Deischer; Renna McGinnis; George 
Gerson’s friends, Diane & Timothy Scott; 
George Gerson's nephew, Glenn; Ruth 
Cassidy's husband, Bill; Rose's daughter, 
Tyshawna for healing & recovery; Jan Mark's 
son, Gary; Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, 
depression and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine 
War; Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence 
everywhere; Environmental concerns; Maui, 
HI, Florida; Israel conflict; Palestinians; 
Hurricane victims; Wild fires; Immigrant 
families; Attack on DEI; Medicaid & Food 
Assistance Programs; Hurricane Season 
Protection  
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justice and Peace News 

This has been a very fruitful year for our Justice 
and Peace team at UCC!   
 

Team member Paula Dorhout has submitted a 
report on a PEACE update: on Monday, October 
27th, 238 PEACE members gathered at the Lake 
Worth United Church of Christ for PEACE’s 
annual Community Problems Assembly. 12 
PEACE members representing our church 
attended the meeting. At the meeting, reports 
were presented on the existing campaigns for 
affordable housing and mental health as well as 
the welcoming of two new congregations into the 
PEACE family. Reports were presented for the 
2025 House meetings, and a vote was held to 
take on immigration as the new issue campaign.  
We will also continue working on our existing 
campaigns by meeting with elected officials and 
allies. Please contact Pastor Sheila or Paula 
Dorhout if you would like more information on 
how you can be involved with PEACE’s efforts. 

 

Team Member Tom Richards was able to attend 
the Tallahassee Call to Action for PEACE and 
has given an update.  The group arrived in 
Tallahassee with the intention of gathering 
support for Palm Beach County Mental Health 
Services by helping fund FACT (Florida Assertive 
Community Treatment) teams. Palm Beach 
County currently only has 2 FACT teams when 
there should be 5 per state recommendation. 
After a meeting with several State 
Representatives and legislatures, including 
Representatives Tendrich, Gerwig, and 
Weinberger; there was agreement for the state to 
do all they can to help in funding the FACT teams 
needed. There was also a meeting with the head 
of DCF (Department of Children and Families), 
however not much progress was made on this 
point. Overall, this project was a positive move 
forward for PEACE! 
  

I would personally like to thank every member of 
the committee for their dedication and hard work 
this year. I would also like to thank Pastor Sheila 
for supporting the efforts of the committee at this 
time, she has been a monumental pillar in our 
effort to better our community. God has truly 
blessed me with such an astounding and 
wonderful committee. Here’s to another 
successful year for justice and peace! 
 

Rebekah Gay, Committee Chair for Justice and 
Peace 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/


 

 

 

 

  

 Missions and Outreach News 
 

Prayer Room: We are pleased to announce the 
Prayer Room is complete and ready to use.  Each 
member of the team contributed including the 
support staff Criss Gaetano and our handy man, 
Sam.   Also, thank you to Joanna Hollis, wife of the 
late Rev John Hollis, for her gentle guidance.  Go to 
our Facebook page and see photos of the room. 
 

T-Shirts: Our first order of T-Shirts has arrived and 
has been distributed to any member who is 
representing Union Congregational UCC out in the 
community. Please email me at 
mgaetano2@yahoo.com if you are attending or 
representing the church out in the community.  You 
are entitled to a T-Shirt with our emblem on it free of 
charge.  Anyone interested in purchasing a t-shirt 
can email me and it will be ordered for $16.00. 
 

131 Anniversary – silent auction: We were proud 
to Support Union’s Silent Auction with a basket 
netted close to $200.00 for the church. Way to go 
M&O!!!! 
 

Food Pantry: We want to thank Debbie Chea for 
her years of coordinating the Food Pantry.  Our 
Food Pantry is an essential Mission, and we are 
looking for someone to take over charge and lead 
the way.  If you or someone you know is interested 
in being Union’s volunteer Food Pantry Coordinator, 
please let me know. 
 

Free Little Library: The little houses facing the 
street have been vandalized and are currently being 
repaired.  These houses are our way of reaching 
out to adults and children who cannot afford to buy 
books. It is Unions way of reaching out to nurture 
the mind as well as the soul. 
 

The Lord's Place: We will be providing a dinner 
four times a year for the women's residence. We 
are also providing an Angle Tree for the men's 
residence.  We are awaiting a list from the Lord’s 
Place to pin on our tree. 
 

5 for 5 Giving: Please look for envelopes that are 
for the Christmas giving to the Church’s Wider 
Mission. The money collected will be distributed 
mainly to retired pastors to help supplement their 
income. Your openness to giving does not go 
unnoticed both here on earth as well as in heaven!  
 
Marion Gaetano,  
Chair for Mission & Outreach 

 

Chair for Mission & Outreach 
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