


UNION CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

We welcome all people to experience God’s love,
grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
COMMUNION SUNDAY

March 1, 2026
*Please stand as you are able.
This service is livestreaming. Thank you.

Communion

ENTER TO WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC

When you hear the music, please gather. Be seated and prepare for worship.
Lighting the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us.

PRELUDE “You are Welcome Here”

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Words of Welcome & Announcements
INTROIT “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Refrain: Just a closer walk with Thee. Grant it, Jesus, is my plea.
Daily walking close to Thee. Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

| am weak but Thou art Strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong.
I’ll be satisfied as long as | walk, let me walk close to Thee. (Refrain)

Greeting One Another
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

*Chorus:

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.
*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come into the wilderness. Step into the unknown possibility that is
here in this place with all of our questions.

All: The sun might be shining but it still feels bleak.

One: We step into the wilderness because we have questions and it is here
that it feels safe to ask what we long to know.



All: We come together to a find deeper understanding of God’s love.

INVOCATION
Christ is with us!
Christ is in our midst!

God of night and of day, we dare to venture out into the unknown — to the edge
of the wilderness where you will guide us. We come to be led and encouraged.
We come to find answers to questions we didn’t even know we had. We come to
find you, steadfast and true. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”
PASTORAL PRAYER

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE "In the Garden"
| come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses, and the voice
| hear falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.

Refrain: And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me | am
his own; and the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever
known.

OFFERTORY “Name of the Lord”
*DOXOLOGY (Deacons Louise & Nathan to bring offerings forward.)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT

(All children and youth are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.)

READING OF SCRIPTURES

Genesis 12:1-4

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who



bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed. "So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Psalm 121
| lift up my eyes to the hills
from where will my help come?
My help comes from God,
who made heaven and earth.
God will not let your foot be moved;
God who keeps you will not slumber.
God who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

God is your keeper;
God is your shade at your side.
The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
God will keep you from all evil;
God will keep your life.
God will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

John 3:1-18

There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader among the
Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all know you’re a teacher
straight from God. No one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if
God weren’t in on it.” Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a
person is born from above, it's not possible to see what I’'m pointing to—to God'’s
kingdom.” “How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born
and grown up? You can’t re-enter your mother’'s womb and be born again. What are
you saying with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?” Jesus said, “You're not listening. Let me
say it again. Unless a person submits to this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-
over-the-water’ creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s
not possible to enter God’s kingdom. When you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you
can look at and touch. But the person who takes shape within is formed by something
you can’t see and touch—the Spirit—and becomes a living spirit. “So don’t be so
surprised when | tell you that you have to be ‘born from above’—out of this world, so to
speak. You know well enough how the wind blows this way and that. You hear it
rustling through the trees, but you have no idea where it comes from or where it's
headed next. That's the way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the wind of God,
the Spirit of God.” Nicodemus asked, “What do you mean by this? How does this
happen?” Jesus said, “You're a respected teacher of Israel and you don’t know these
basics? Listen carefully. I’'m speaking sober truth to you. | speak only of what | know by



experience; | give witness only to what | have seen with my own eyes. There is nothing
secondhand here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence and accepting it, you
procrastinate with questions. If | tell you things that are plain as the hand before your
face and you don’t believe me, what use is there in telling you of things you can’t see,
the things of God? “No one has ever gone up into the presence of God except the
One who came down from that Presence, the Son of Man. In the same way that Moses
lifted the serpent in the desert so people could have something to see and then
believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up—and everyone who looks up
to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life. “This is how much God
loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no
one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger,
telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone
who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been
under the death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s
failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.

This is the word of life.

Thanks be to God!

SONG OF PREPARATION “Hallelujah By and By” Arr. Mary McDonald
Choir
SERMON “Bold Blessing” Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you,
The

And also with you. 0
of
Lift up your hearts. ( i'S_I[

We lift them to the Lord.

The gifts of creation are on the table.
The dreams of God are set before us.
Let us give thanks for God'’s gifts.

At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise.

Pastor: We remember Jesus — born of Mary, Joseph and God — who was born in
Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth.

All: We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend.



Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace
and justice, of love and blessing.

All: He called it the Kingdom of God.

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them
to love one another as he had loved them. We remember that Jesus said, “Every time
you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you
are to remember me.”

All: Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we
are indeed one body! As many as we are, we are one in Christ.

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life — how he entered
into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross— we take our place at the
table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve
him. Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ — our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May
Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves.

All: All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever. Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

COMMUNION HYMN "Let Us Break Bread Together"

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our
knees.

Refrain: When | fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God,

have mercy on me.
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees.
R
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our
knees. R
ALLELUIA

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

*CLOSING HYMN “l Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “l Want Jesus to Go with Me”

DEPART TO SERVE



We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship. If you are visiting,
we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex. Offering envelopes are
Welcome : .
found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your
convenience.

Participating in Today’s Service:
Readers Louise Dempster, Joanna Hollis, Tom Richards
Deacons Assisting George Gerson

Union’s Jovs & Praver Concerns

Joys: All Birthdays in March! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Lenten Season!
Communion Sunday!

Concerns:

Joan Gerson; Phyllis Adderley; Dorthy Bates; Martha Yanick family & friends; Stephen
Spencer family and friends; Jan Mark; Robert Herald family & friends; Timothy Blood;
Tom Richards’s sister, Cindy Richards-Wallace & his friend, Jackie Sloan; Ada Harvey’s
grandson, Grant; David Ramirez; Irv Koehler; Tom Richards; Linda Padmore’s family &
friends; Rod Jenning'’s family & friends; Marion Gaetano’s family & friends; Jane
Grandusky’s husband, Mark; Bonnie Avery’s family and friends; Teresa Byrd; Lin
McNaughton’s mom and cousin, Cade; Linda Padmore’s daughter, Jeannine; Linda
Harvey; Susan Young's sister, Genie; Kirk Dorhout; Evelyn Chouris; Charlotte Snowden;
Renna McGinnis; Beth White’s family & friends; Frank Byrd’s family & friends; Melanie
Shepherd; Charlene Buck; Linda Padmore’s niece, Yvette & sister, Christine; Donna'’s
brother, Clevert; George Gerson’s Brother, Michael; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; Borjana’s
son, Petar; George Gerson’s friends, Diane & Timothy Scott; George Gerson's nephew,
Glenn; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Rose's daughter, Tyshawna for healing & recovery;
Jan Mark's son, Gary; Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and anxiety; all
refugees; Ukraine War; Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence everywhere; Environmental
concerns; Maui, HI; Florida; Israel conflict; Palestinians; Hurricane victims; Wild fires;
Immigrant families; Attack on DEI; Medicaid & Food Assistance Programs; Mass
deportations of Immigrants

Al Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar. We have a flower chart for
Flowers # & sign-ups. Also, you can call the office or send an email to
4aa . Office@unionucc.net. Garden flowers are $10 and floral arrangements are
$40. As an added bonus you can list the flowers in the bulletin in memory or
in honor of someone or a special occasion. You are also welcome to take
the $40 arrangement home.

Sunday School Highlight

After hearing God’s call to Abram and Sarai and their response,
Students will consider how they are blessed and a blessing.
Today’s Sunday School teacher is Rebekah Gay.
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Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

Jane Parker Huber, 1981

495

John 15:12-17; Gal. 6:2; Eph. 2:14-22
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Journey to _—
March 29, 2026

10:00AM
Multicultural Taste-Testing

& EASTER ™o

APRIL 2, 2026
6:00PM Socup Fellowship
' 7:00PM Service

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 3, 2026
6:00 PM Fish Fry
7:00 PM Service
Ecumenical Good Friday Service at
Tabernacle Baptist Church, 801 Eighth St.,
West Palm Beach, FL. All are invited.

EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION
APRIL 5, 2026

l\"'
E)
v # 10:00AM
) Intergenerational Easter Party to follow!
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NEIGHBORS
TOGETHER

TOGETHER IN THE GLADES

Join PEACE as we travel to the Glades and learn ‘
more about affordable housing and mental health T
disparities impacting our Glades Neighbors!

Vel

——

TOGETHER WE CAN LIVE OUT MICAH 6:8

7pm Tuesday, March 24th at

Lo COJAbda JupiterFIRST Church
MAREH,. 52026 : 1475 INDIAN CREEK PKWY, JUPITER, FL 33458
Transportation and lunch will be provided. RSVP required. nnnns OPE" nT 6:45
Questions??? NEED R RIDE 222
RSVP: Contact Megan Sease at Contact Megan Sease: SCAN THE QR CODE T0 SIGN

megan@peacepbc.org Megan@peacepbc.org UP FOR A PEACE BUS




UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33415

Ministers of the Church All of Us
Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey
Music Director Aaron Adderley
Vocalists Michelle Benghtt

Tom Richards
Sexton Vanie Joseph
Email Address: Pastor Sheila sheila@unionucc.net
Office - Zaida Pacheco zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net
Union Congregational Church, UCC: unionucc.net
Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org
National UCC: WWW.Ucc.org

Office Phone: 561-686-0330 - please leave a message.
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news.

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC
Sunday, March 1, 2026 - Communion Sunday
10:00 AM - Worship — Facebook Live Streaming

11:15 AM - Fellowship — All are welcome!
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal

Tuesday - Friday — The Prayer Room is Open!
9:00 AM -1:00 PM Open during office hours!

Saturday, March 7, 2025 —
9:00 AM —-11:30 AM - Food Pantry Distribution AN Iaksa

Sunday, March 8, 2026 — International Women’s Day/ Amistad Sunday
10:00 AM - Worship — Facebook Live Streaming

11:15 AM - Fellowship — All are welcome!

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM Kids / Youth Rehearsal

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Leadership Orientation

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Music Rehearsal

Ve
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JOHN 15:12

NEW MEMBER'S CLASS MARCH NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

ANNOUNCEMENTS REMINDER

0\{-03
2 jlj» We are inviting our returning X

New

members - (JUESHS t0 be part of our church 9
family. All who are interested in becoming %

a member of the church, please see Send via email to Zaida at
Pastor Sheila or a deacon zaida@unionucc.net. Thank you!

’8 Please submit any articles
-

« for the March Newsletter

L by Tuesday, March 3rd.
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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 1, 2026 John 3:1-17
Bold Blessing

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. — John 3:16

Twenty-seven words. That’s all John uses to tell us about this life of faith. It’s
short, sweet and powerful. So much so that German Reformer Martin Luther
labeled the 27 words “the heart of the Bible, the Gospel in miniature.”

But could it really be that simple?

I asked that question once when I found myself singing a Vacation Bible School
song about John 3:16 in front of 20 sugared-up children. As I belted out the
biblical truth about God loving the world — complete with the choral refrain
“he is the truth, the way, the life”— I wondered what those words would mean
someday to the little voices that joined me off key.

Would remembering God’s limitless love for them be the very thing that would
save them? And how many would go beyond the way-too commercialized
Gospel soundbite of John 3:16 to grapple alongside Nicodemus, the educated
Pharisee who was told by Jesus that “no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above?”

While it would be wonderful for 27 words to be the Gospel in miniature, we
know there’s more to this life of faith. There are dark nights of the soul as well as

glorious epiphanies.

Through it all, we question God’s love more often than we like to admit, and we
find it down right frightening to surrender to the Spirit. As Jesus explained to
Nicodemus it is the second birth of the Spirit, not flesh, that will help us see a bit
better the reign of God. But the Spirit, Jesus says, will blow where it chooses.

And that is okay. Really. Read my words again. It is okay to allow the Spirit to
blow you in the God direction. Go to the unknown and unwelcomed places
knowing that as you are guided by the Spirit. God’s bold blessing is forever with
you. That is the blessing of a love so strong and steadfast that no harm will ever
come to you.

Now that’s the song I wish I belted out for those children at Vacation Bible
School — a song of being born in the Spirit and of living unafraid of life’s
twisting and changing paths, for there’s always an abundance of God’s
redemptive love for them — and for you.

Loving and merciful God, on this second Sunday in Lent may we feel the Spirit
winds whipping in our lives, leading us to be born again into new creations that
are awakened to the never-ending God opportunities. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for @ 8';“ T E D C H U RC H

the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) CHRIST



