
     



               UNION CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We welcome all people to experience God’s love, 

grow spiritually and engage in meaningful service. 
 

                        SERVICE OF THE WORD 

                          COMMUNION SUNDAY  

                                   August 2, 2026 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

     This service is livestreaming.  Thank you.  

 
 

 
 

ENTER TO WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC   
 

When you hear the music, please gather.  Be seated and prepare for worship. 
Lighting the Candle, we remember God’s presence with us. 

 

PRELUDE                         “Enter, Rejoice, and Come In”                      

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
     Words of Welcome & Announcements 

 
INTROIT                                       “This Is the Day”                                       Choir  
       

This is the day, (this is the day) that our God has made, (that our God has 

made) we will rejoice, (we will rejoice) and be glad in it, (and be glad in it).  

This is the day that our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it; this 

is the day, this is the day that our God has made. Repeat 
 

*Chorus: 
 

We are one in the bond of love; we are one in the bond of love, we have joined our 
spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One:  Like a hungry crowd,  

All:    we come to be fed.  

One:  Like an anxious child,  

All:    we come to be comforted.  

One:  Like a forlorn friend,  

All:   we come seeking kindness.  



One: Like an agitated mob,  

All:   we come demanding answers.  

One: Like a refugee,  

All:   we come needing a home.  

One: Like a joyous bride,  

All:   we come to share our joy.  

One: Like a newborn babe,  

All:   we come with hearts and minds open to all life offers.  

One: Like pilgrims of old,  

All:   we come looking for truth.  

One: Here we reach out to grasp your hand, striving for your blessing.  

All:   Here we come to worship. 
 

*INVOCATION 

Christ is with us! 

Christ is in our midst! 
 

As you have always been with those who have drawn apart for solitude, for 
grieving, for prayer, out of fear or out of hope, be with us now. As you have 
always been with the ones who search or flee, struggle or hunger, be with us 
now. As you have always been in this place of worship, and in every place where 
those who sought you have encountered you, be with us now. O God, find us 
here in the struggle of this moment. Help us to find words for the blessing we so 
need, and ears to hear how others wrestle. We have found your goodness in 
each other’s stories and your steadfast love. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE                  “Praise to the Living God”      
 

PASTORAL PRAYER       
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns       
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  “Hush, Hush, Somebody’s Calling My Name"  Michelle Benghtt 
      

Hush. Hush. Somebody’s callin’ my name.  Oh, Hush. Hush.  Somebody’s 
callin’ my name.  Hush. Hush. Somebody's callin’ my name.  Oh, my Lord. 

Oh, my Lord, what shall I do?  What shall I do? 
 

Sounds like Jesus. Somebody’s callin’ my name. Oh, sounds like Jesus. 
Somebody’s callin’ my name.  Sounds like Jesus. Somebody’s callin’ my 

name. Oh, my Lord. Oh, my Lord, what shall I do?  What shall I do? 
 



OFFERTORY             “I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me” 
 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Deacons George and Isaac to bring offerings forward.)    
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that Love has done: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

(All children and youth are welcome to attend the Sunday School Class.) 
 

READING OF SCRIPTURES  
 

Genesis 32:22-31 
 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and likewise everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 

with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 

struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 

him.   Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 

you go, unless you bless me.”  So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 

“Jacob.”  Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 

he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Penuel, saying, “For I have seen God face 

to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 

limping because of his hip. 
 

Psalm 17: 1-7,15 
 

Hear a just cause, O God; attend to my cry; 

 give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 

From you let my vindication come; 

 let your eyes see the right. 

If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no wickedness in 

me; 

 my mouth does not transgress.  
As for what others do,  

 by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.  
 

My steps have held fast to your paths; 

 my feet have not slipped.  

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 

 incline your ear to me, hear my words. 

Wondrously show your steadfast love, 



 O Savior of those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your mighty 

hand. 

As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; 

 when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.  

 

Matthew 14:13-21 

When Jesus got the news, he slipped away by boat to an out-of-the-way place by 

himself. But unsuccessfully—someone saw him and the word got around. Soon a lot of 

people from the nearby villages walked around the lake to where he was. When he 

saw them coming, he was overcome with pity and healed their sick. Toward evening 

the disciples approached him. “We’re out in the country and it’s getting late. Dismiss 

the people so they can go to the villages and get some supper.” But Jesus said, “There 

is no need to dismiss them. You give them supper.” All we have are five loaves of 

bread and two fish,” they said. Jesus said, “Bring them here.” Then he had the people 

sit on the grass. He took the five loaves and two fish, lifted his face to heaven in 

prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the bread to the disciples. The disciples then gave 

the food to the congregation. They all ate their fill. They gathered twelve baskets of 

leftovers. About five thousand were fed. 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION         “What a Friend”                          Arr. Mary McDonald 
 

SERMON                                       “Face to Face”                       Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you,  
 

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
 

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The gifts of creation are on the table. 
 

The dreams of God are set before us. 
 

Let us give thanks for God’s gifts. 
 

At all times, great God, may our grateful hearts give you praise. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus – born of Mary, Joseph and God – who was born in 
Bethlehem and who grew up in Nazareth. 
 

All:  We remember that he was a son and a brother, a worker and a friend. 
 

Pastor: We remember Jesus gathered disciples and taught them about a way of peace 
and justice, of love and blessing. 
 

All:  He called it the Kingdom of God. 
 



Pastor:  We remember Jesus gathered his friends in an upper room and asked them 
to love one another as he had loved them.  We remember that Jesus said, “Every time 
you take the bread and break it and every time you bless the cup and drink from it, you 
are to remember me.” 
 

 

All:  Every time we eat and drink in Jesus’ name, He is present with us and we 
are indeed one body!  As many as we are, we are one in Christ. 
 

Pastor: Now remembering the events of the last week of Jesus’ life – how he entered 
into Jerusalem in great joy and how he left carrying a cross– we take our place at the 
table of the Lord’s Supper to bear his sorrows and pledge ourselves to love and serve 
him.  Pour out your Spirit, God, on these gifts of bread and wine that they may signify 
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ – our teacher, our friend, and our Savior. May 
Christ’s loving spirit work through us to serve and renew the world God loves. 
 

 All:  All glory and honor is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    "Let Us Break Bread Together"  
 
Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our 
knees.  
 Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, My God, 
    have mercy on me. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. 
R 
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our 
knees. R 
 

ALLELUIA 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                   “Standing on the Promised”    
 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                “We Shall Behold Him”                   Arr. Aaron Adderley  
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER ARTICLE ANNOUNCEMENTS REMINDER 
 

Please submit any articles for the August Newsletter by 

Tuesday, August 4th.  Send via email to Zaida at 

zaida@unionucc.net. Thank you! 
 

 

mailto:zaida@unionucc.net


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Highlight 
 

After hearing the story of the feeding of 5,000,  
Students will imagine how God might use their gifts. 
Today’s Sunday School teacher is Rebekah Gay. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Joys:  All Birthdays in August! Our Church Family! Live Streaming! Summertime! 

             
             
             
 

Union’s Joys & Prayer Concerns 

Participating in Today’s Service:    

Readers                                   Louise Dempster, George Gerson, Tom Richards 

Deacons Assisting                                             George Gerson 

Concerns:  
Sam Clark; Zaida’s family & friends; Susan Young’s family and friends, Jan Mark; 
Debbie Englert; Dorothy Bates; Linda Padmore; Stephen Spencer: Joan Gerson; Paula 
& Kirk’s daughter-in-law, Melissa; Adderley’s mom, Maxine; Lin’s mom; Sharon and 
Donna’s family and friends; Phyllis Adderley; Martha Yanick family & friends; Stephen 
Spencer family and friends; Robert Herald family & friends; Timothy Blood; Tom 
Richards’s sister, Cindy Richards-Wallace & his friend, Jackie Sloan; Linda Harvey; 
Susan Young’s sister, Genie; Kirk Dorhout; Evelyn Chouris; Charlotte Snowden; Renna 
McGinnis; Beth White’s family & friends; Frank Byrd’s family & friends; Melanie 
Shepherd; Charlene Buck; Linda Padmore’s niece, Yvette & sister, Christine; Donna’s 
brother, Clevert; George Gerson’s Brother, Michael; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; Borjana’s 
son, Petar; George Gerson’s friends, Diane & Timothy Scott; George Gerson's nephew, 
Glenn; Ruth Cassidy's husband, Bill; Rose's daughter, Tyshawna for healing & 
recovery; Jan Mark's son, Gary; Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression and 
anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence everywhere; 
Environmental concerns; Maui, HI; Florida; Israel conflict; Palestinians; Hurricane 
victims; Wild fires; Immigrant families; Attack on DEI; Medicaid & Food Assistance 
Programs; Mass deportations of Immigrants; War In Iran; Cost of Living Increases 
 

Every Sunday beautiful flowers adorn our altar.  We have a flower chart for 

sign-ups.  Also, you can call the office or send an email to 

office@unionucc.net.  Garden flowers are $10 and floral arrangements are 

$40.  As an added bonus you can list the flowers in the bulletin in memory 

or in honor of someone or a special occasion.  You are also welcome to 

take the $40 arrangement home. 

 

We WELCOME each of you to this celebration of worship.  If you are visiting, 

we invite you to sign our Guest register in the Narthex.  Offering envelopes 

are found in the pocket on the back of the chairs in the sanctuary for your 

convenience. 
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UNION CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5088 SUMMIT BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL   33415 

Ministers of the Church All of Us 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey  

Music Director                              Aaron Adderley 

Vocalists   Michelle Benghtt 

   Tom Richards 

Sexton    Vanie Joseph 

Email Address:   Pastor Sheila      sheila@unionucc.net 

Office - Zaida Pacheco  zaida@unionucc.net / office@unionucc.net 

Union Congregational Church, UCC:  unionucc.net 

Florida Conference, UCC www.uccfla.org 

National UCC: www.ucc.org 

Office Phone:  561-686-0330 - please leave a message. 
Go to www.unionucc.net to see more of our news. 

Office Hours are:  Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM – 1:00 PM. 

 

THIS WEEK AT UNION UCC 

 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 Communion Sunday  

10:00 AM - Worship / Sunday School – (Live Streaming Worship)    

11:15 AM – Fellowship - All are welcome!  
 

Tuesday - Friday – The Prayer Room is Open!  
 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM    Open during office hours!  
 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 Back to School Sundae! 

10:00 AM - Worship / Sunday School – (Live Streaming Worship)   

11:15 AM – Fellowship - All are welcome!  
 

 

SUMMER READING 

Their Eyes Were Watching God,  

by Zora Neale Hurston.  Today, August 9th,  

we will reflect on our Orlando trip and the 

book.  For book information, contact Paula 

Dorhout. 
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